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41-S very natural to think the reader 
f= would willingly be apprifed of two 
things relating to thefe memoirs: Firft, how 


this curious manufcript came to light, con- 
fidering the dark and deep fecrecy with 
which all things are tranfated in the In- 
quifition. Secondly, how it came into the 
tranflator’s hands, ‘To fatisfy fuch a com- 
mendable curiofity, he is to be informed, 
“That the manufcript was fent by the fecretary 
of the Inguifition at Bologna to the learned 
signor Rhedi, keeper of the library of St. 

ae a 2 Mark 
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Mark at.Venice, his intimate friend sand 
Correfpondent, with the whole accounthow 
the author, was taken.up, and fecured im the 
Inguifition, .as the letter. (of the fecretary:te 
the fame. Signor Rhedi\ will fhew: which 
letter, as it contains a great many curious’ par- 
ticulars in the examination of the criminal 
(for he was taken up as fuch, though no-: 
thing very material was proved againft him; 
for, which reafon, he received a more favous® 
rable treatment than isgenerally believed.to be 
cuftomary in that dreadful tribunal) fo it dif 
covers.no indirect practices. of the Ingusftian, 
but,..on the:contrary,..fhews-they: proceed: 
witha greatideal of circumfpection within 
their walls, though all things are involved.in 
impenetrable darknefs to, thofe without.) Be 
fide, the fucceflion of new popes, and) ges 
nerally {peaking,.the| change of other offi- 
cers attending it; might make) theny be lef © 
upon their guard, .as) the fecretaryfeems ta 
hint .in his sletter: Neither’ is! there any! 
thing that might, do him: any harm, ‘in'cafe 
he were difcovered ;:efpecially writing to 4 
friend ef his own-communion, anda prict) 
ee 
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as Signor Rhedi was; whichis likewife feen 
by theletter.: | 

»Asito the fecond Quere, The manufcript 
came into the publither’s hands, by the means 
ofthe fame Signor Rhedi, who is an ho- 
nour to ‘his church, profeffion, and coune 
tty, and one of the moft learned and polite 
men in the world. » He is not fo bigotted to 
his religion or profeffion, as to-fhun the com= 
pany of the Heretical] Tramontani, a title 
the! Italians generally give us ; but lé@ves and 
€ficems a learned ran, though of a different 
perfuafion. | One reafon for. this may be, 
that he’ breathes a freer ‘air at Venice, than” 
they do in the other parts of Italy. ‘The 
Inquifition has nothing to doin the Ven. 
tian territories.” Though they ate Romane 
Catholicks, the ftate admits of no tribunal 
independent. of itfelf, Befides; as they are 
a trading people, their’ commerce obliges 
them :to-bercivil to perfons of afl perfuafi- 
ons,:efpecially ftrangers, But! of all others 
they..feem:tovhave the ‘greateft refpect for 
the Englifb-5., whether it: be on account of 
their, power, at fea; or: their’ franknep in 
{pending their money, fo many of the Eng- 

ee 
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hfe nobility and gentry travelling that way ; 
or from the candour and fincerity of our 
nature, fo oppofite tothe Italians, and there- 
fore the more valued by them: be that as. it 
will, the publither, who had feveral times made 
the tour of Italy, was not only intimately 
acquainted, but had contracted a particular 
friendfhip with Signor Rhedi, as well on 
account of their mutual inclinations for 
learning and, antiquity, as for {everal, reci- 
procal obligations paffing between. them. 
The laft time he was at Venice, which was 
in company of a perfon of the frft rank, 
who liked the place as well as he did, -he 
ftaied, there .upwards..of fifteen. months ; 
during which time he had the opportunity 
of enjoying, the converfation of his learned 


friend, with as much liberty, as if he had 


been of the fame perfuafion, But the pre- 
fent of a gold repeating watch, with fome 
other of our Exgli/h curiofities, fo won his 
heart, that one day being together in the 
great library, he unlocks a little grate where 
he kept his rarities, and turning to me 
with a fmile, Signor Ingle/e, fays he, hold- 
ing a manufcript in his hand, here is fuch 

a curi- 
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a curiofity, as, 1 am fure, you never faw, and 
perhaps never heard of: ’tis the life of a 
perfon who is now in the Inguifition at Bo- 
logna, taken from his own confeffion be- 
fore the Inquifitors ; with the account of a 
country in the heart of the vaft deferts of 
Africa, whofe inhabitants have lived un- 
‘Known to all the world upwards of 3000 
years, and inacceflible to all the world, but 
by the way he wascarried thither. The In- 
quifitors are fo far perfuaded of the truth of 
it, that they have promifed him his liberty, i 
if he will undertake to condué& fome mif- ' 
fionaries the fame way, to preach the go- 
{pel to a numerous people, who by his ac- 
count have the greateft knowledge of natu- 
ral religion and polity of any heathen na- 
tion yet known, even beyond the Chine/?, 
For my own part, I could fcarce have be- 
lieved. it, had not the fecretary of the fame - 
Anquifition, who, you may be fure, by his 
poft, is not a man to be impofed upon, af- 
fured me of the truth of it: nay, that he 
himfelf was prefent at his feizure and exami- 
nation, and fent me a copy of his life, 


eae? which 


— Pa ee 


Viil PREFACE. 

whieh he was ordered to'give'in by thei In- 
quifitors ; with the whole account of ‘the 
occafion and manner” of ‘his feizure, °°Tt 
feems he had lived fome time ‘in Bologna 
in quality of a phyfician, under the nate 
of Signor Gaudentio di Lucca, which he 
fays is his true name, and confirms it by 
the place of his birth, thé names of his pa- 
rents, time of his captivity, &c. He had 
dropped fome words of feveral ftrange fe- 
crets he was mafter of, with mutterings of 
an unknown nation, religion, and cuftors, 
quite new to the Italian ears; for which 
reafon the Inquifition thought fit to’ feize 
him, atid, by ways and means made ufe of 
in that tribunal, obliged him to give an’ ac- 
count of his whole life, which is the mott 
furprizing I ever read. Here is the fecreta~ 
ry’s letter, giving a fuccin& account of the 
whole affair. I have added, continued he; 
fome critical remarks in proper ‘places, to 
fhew that this account is not fo’ incredible as 
it may appear at fitft fight, and that it agrees 


“with fome hints left us in the remains of 


ancient hiftory. Befides, the man {tands to 
the 


PREFACE, ix 
the truth of it with a ftedfaftnefs: that is 
furprizing. Ele is a perfon of a very hand- 
fome prefence, well read, geod fenfe, and, 
as it. appears to the Inquifitors (who are nice 
judges) of feemingly good morals. He pro- 
feffes. himfelf a zealous Roman-Catholick, 
and that he always was fo; for which rea- 
fon, the Inquifitors are more civil to him than 
ordinary. He gives fuch a rational and cir- 
eumftantial account of his adventures, that 
I. am_ of the fecretary’s opinion, as to the 
truth. of it, But, added he, I won’t fore- 
ftal, the. fatisfa€tion you will find in the peru- 
fal.::fo delivered. the manufcript and the fe- 
cretary’s. letter .into, the publifher’s hands, 
who running his eyes over it for fome time, 
was fo ftruck with the novelty of the thing, 
that.he afked: Signor Rhedi, whether he 
might not take a copy of it. He was an. 
{wered, he:could not permit the manufcript 
to. be. taken .out,of the library ; nor could 
he,. with fafety to himfelf, allow a ftranger, 
and.of .a different religion too, the liberty of 
ftaying fo long in the library by himfelf, as 
the tranfertbing would take up. The. pub- 

: | lither 
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lither faid he might put what guards upon 


‘him he pleafed, provided he might but tran- 
{cribe it. No, fays he, that’s inconvenient 


too; but I will order one of my under-libra- 
rians, I can confide in, to write you out an 
exact copy, with the fecretary’s letter, and 
my own remarks, if you think them worth 
your notice ; which he did moft faithfully ; 


‘generoufly commanding the tranferiber, at 
the fame time, not to take any thing of me 


for his pains. Thus this curious manufcript 


came to hand, to the infinite. fatisfaction of 


the publither, and he hopes it will prove no 
lefs to the readers, in the perufal of it. The 
character of Signor Gaudentio cannot be 
called in queftion ; nor is the publifher a 
perfon fo little verfed in the nature and ways 
of the Italiaus, as to beimpofed upon. The 


tranflation from the J¢alian is as exact as 


poflible. This is the previous account the 
publither thought proper to give of this af- 
fair. 

N. B. Great part of the matters treated of 
in thefe Memoirs, being tranfacted in a Roa 
man Catbolick country, and among Roman 

Catholicks, 
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Catholicks, the reader muft not wonder, if 
they fpeak of their religion, as if it were the 
only true one in the world, 

It will not be improper to admonith the 
reader, not to difcredit immediately fome 
of the relations contained in thefe Memoirs ; 
but to fufpend his judgment, till he has. read 
Signor Rbedi’s remarks; particularly, when 
he comes to the origine and antiquity of the 
people the author fpeaks of. The learned 
will find in them fuch a vaft knowledge in 
hiftory, and the moft intricate remains of 
antiquity, as will render them very well 
worth their notice. ‘The fame Signor Rde- 
di told the publifher, he had enquired into 
what happened at Venice ; particularly what 
the author mentions of Monfieur Godart, 
one of the moft improbable parts of his ad- 
ventures, and found the whole to be juft as 
he relates it. 

The publifher is fatished the reader will 
be extremely forry, as well as himféelf, for 
the lofs of, fome fheets belonging to the mid- 
dle part of this hiftory. How they came to 
be loft, he cannot tell; but he fuppofes, by 

the 
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the incivility of the cuftom-houfe officers af 
Mar feilles ; for they tumbled over his effects .. 
at a very tude rate, and while he had’an eye « 
on other matters, they either took fome of 
the loofe theets;, or, they dropped:out in they 
tumbling ; he was very much troubled, 
when he came to mifs them in the courfe of 


the tranflation. 
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INTRODUCTION: 


An Account of the Caufes and Manner of — 
the Seizure of Signor GaupENTIo pr 
Lucca, and the firft Part of his Exa- 


mination ; 


In a Letter from the Secretary of the Inqvist+ 
TION to Signor RHEDI, 


aS 2k, , 

r T NE prefent turn of + affairs which 

fills the heads of other people with 
intrigues of ftate; gives me an opportunity 
of returning my beft thanks, for the rich 
prefent you were pleafed to fend to a per- 
fon who was yours before by ‘the ftri@eft 
ties of gratitude—The cabinet, with the 
other curiofities, came fafe to hand, and 
fhew, that whoever is fo happy, as to ob- 
lige Signor Rhedi, fows a feed which re- 


_* The Itahian titles of Mlufrifimo, 9c. are left out, as not 
ufed in our language. . 


t He either means the death of fome pope, or fome ex- 
traordinary crifis in the Romi/b ceconomy. . 


turns 
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turns a hundredfeld.—T he. poverty. of .our 
* profeflion, hinders me from being capable 
of making a fuitable return, for your.mag- 
nificent prefent; but nothing ought to take 
from me the.defire of exprefling my. ac- 
knowledgments. In teftimony of it, and 
to thew that poverty itfelf may be grateful, 
I fend you by the bearer, the account of a 
man, whofe life has filled our Inquifitors 
with wonder and aftonifhment.. He has 
been in the Inquifition at this place about 
two, years: we have employed all our en- 

ines to find out the truth of what he is, and 
can find nothing material againft him, un- 
lef it be. the unheard-of account he gives of 
himéelf,, Our firft Inquifitor has obliged him 
to write his own life, with all the particu- 
lars, as fucciiictly as pofflible, adding threats 
wiathal; that, if.we find him in a falfe ftory, 
it fhall be worfe him. He tells us. ftrange 
frories of one of the moft beautiful countries 
the world, ini the very heart, of the vaft 
deferts, of Africa, inacceflible to all, the 
world but by one,way, .which,feems as, ex- 
‘dinasy as, the country. it.leads to... As 
area pexfon.of univerfal. knowledge. in 
‘and an admirer.of curiofities of 


Me kee 

natuse,’.1 fend, you a,copy.jcf. the 

he fecretary was a Dominican.dvier.;.,the Dominicans 
being tnafters of the Jngui/ition, 


mange 
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manufcript to have your opinion of it; and 
to give you as Clear a notion of the man as I 
can, you muft know, that about three years 
before he was taken up by the Inquipition, 
he took a neat houfe at Bologna in quality of: 
a phyfician, pafling through fome flight 
examination for form fake, “and paying: his 
fees as is cuftomary with ftrangers, i 
name, as he'fays, 1s Gawdentio di Luce 
origt inally of Lucca *, but® born in Man. 
fa +; he is a tall, hata foie, clean-built man, 
as you fhall fee ina thoit arid: of a very po- 
lite addrefs, and fomething fo very engag- 
ing in his afpedt, as befpeaks your favour 
at firft fight. He feems to be near fifty , 
he is a man of good fenfe and fine difcourfe, 
though his accent is not pure Jtalian, from 
his living, as he fays, fo long in foreign 
countries, He {peaks almoft all the oriental 
languages, and has a very competent fhare 
of other parts of learning, as well as that of 
his profeilion. We fent to Régufs and Lucca 
to enquire about him, but could not get the 
leaft information of his being known in thofe 
places, ‘The reafon' of wilicds he has given 
in his life, as you will fee's only at Ragufa, 
fome’ people ‘remembered thee had been a 
merchant “of that name, about five and 


*'A fitde republick in’ Féaly. 
+ A republick in Dasmaria, and tributa ry to the Turds. 
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twenty or thirty years ago, who was either 
loft, or taken by pirates, and never heard of 
more, 

The Inqguifition, as you know, Sir, has 
eyes every where, efpecially on. ftrangers ; 
we kept an eye upon him from his firit f{et- 
tling at Bologna: but as we proceed with 
jaftice as well as caution, we could not dif- 
cover any fufficient reafon to take him up, 
His life was as regular as that of others of his 
profeffion, which he did not follow very 
clofely, but only for form fake, being chiefly 

confulted at his own houfe, on account 
of fome extraordinary fecrets he pretend- 
ed tobe mafter of, without making any vi- 
fits but to ladies, with whom he grew in pro- 
digious requeft, They faid he had a {weet- 
nefs and eafe in converfation, that was al- 
moft bewitching. This unaccountable fond- 
nefs of the ladies gave us the firft fufpicion, 
left he fhould inftill fome il notions into 
that fex, fo credulous where they are fond, 
and fo incredulous where they diflike, He 
profeffed himfelfa Roman Catbolick; feem- 
ed to have a competent knowledge, and 
even veneration, confidering he was a phy- 
fician,. for our holy myfteries: So we 
had nothing againft him on that account. 
We could not find that he wanted for mo- 
ney, though he lived rather, genteely than 
magnificently: We found on feveral.ocea- 
fions, that money, the idol of other people, 
was 
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was the leaft of his care; and that he had 
fome fecret {prings we could not fathom, 
His houfe was but decently, though com- 
pleatly, furnifhed for one of his rank ; he 
kept two fervants in livery and a valet de 
chambre; who, being of this town, knew no 
more of him than we did. There was an 
elderly lady we thought had been his wife, 
but it prov’d fhe was not; a foreigner, for 
whom he feemed to have a great refpect, 
and her maid a foreigner alfo; and an elderly 
maid-fervant of the town. We have them 
all fecured in the Inquifition, though he does 
not know it. The lady has the remains of 
a wonderful fine face, and an air of quality ; 
fhe fpeaks a broken Jta/ian, fo that we can 
get very little out of her, but what agrees 
wath his account. Iam confident you will 
rather be pleafed with thefe particulars than 
think them tedious. There is fomething fo 
extraordinary in the man, I ought not to o- 
mit the leaft circumftance ; we had feveral 
confultations about him in our Inguifizon, 
as well as our Lezger intelligences, but could | 
difcover nothing of moment. We examined 
what intercourfe he had in other parts, 
by ordering the poft-mafter to fend us all his 
letters, which we could eafily open, and feal 
up again with the egreateft nicety. But we 
found he’ had only two correfpondents, one 
poffeffed of a moderate income of about four 
thoufand crowns in the bank of Genoa ; the 

a ~ b other 
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other a’ lady of your city “of “Venice, 
whom’ we difcovered to be a’ celebrated 
curtezan, who fubfcribes herfelf Favela. 
We find by her laft letter, that he had given 
her very good advice, and perfuaded her to 
become a penitent ; you'll oblige us if you 
will enquire what fhe is. Amorous intrigues 
not falling under our cognizance, we let 
him alone for fome time, “having a perfon 
under our examination on fufpicion of be- 
ing a ‘few in mafquerade, and a {py from 
the Grand Signor, who kept us employ- 
ed for fome time. Befides, the good advice 
he gave the curtezan, and he being paft his 
prime, made us lefs fufpicious of the ladies ; 
we fuppofed they had recourfe to him on ac- 
count of fome female infirmities. "Fhough 
the young ladies were moft fond of him, 
his behaviour to them was more an endearing 
fweetnefs and courtefy, than love, with very 
little figns, ‘at leaft he had the addrefs to con- 
' ceal them, of more kindnefs for one than 
another. “In fine, perfons of the beft rank, 
of both ‘fexes, besan to have a a prodigi ous 
liking for his company ; | he ftole ogee them 
infenfibly. “As he increafed in’ this good 
OpTOE: he opened himielf wit! ng Af 
freedom ; he made no thew’ at all-at firit, 
‘more thana fine a ice anda polite ade 
drefs: but after further 4Gral intance, they 
difcovered he was 
ences, and fhewed a 


after of “moft “{ci- 
Ipefior gen ins mM any 


thing 
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_ thing they could, difcourfe of. We employ 
ed proper perfons to.infinuate themfelves in- 
to his. good liking, and confult him as.a 
friend, on; feveral. nice points; but; he had 
fuch a prefence of mind, yet appeared fo 
unconfirained in his difcourfe, that, they 
owned them{felves novices in comparifon to 
him. If they talked of politicks, he faid 
very judicioufly, it was not for men of his 
rank, to meddle with affairs of flate, or.ex- 
amine what perfons did in the cabinet, If 
of religion, he feemed to underftand it yery 
well for one of his profeffion ; fo that no- 
thingcame from him but whta wasconfonant 
to the catholick faith ; expreffing on all oc- 
cafions a great deference for the authority of 
the church. But ftill the more fagacious 

were perfuaded fomething more than ordi- 
naty lay hid under tHat {fpecious cover. At 
length,, talking one day with fome of our 

{pies about the cuftoms of foreign countries, 
he faid, he had met with a nation in one of 
the remoteft parts of the world, whe; though 
they were Heathens, had more & knowledge 
of the law of nature and common morality, 
than the moft civilized Chrifizans, "This 
was immediately carried to us, andexplained 
asa. reflection.on the Chri/lzan religion. 
Another time, as he had a great knowl edge 
in philofophy, he dropt es words as if 
he. had fome {kill in judiciary aftrology ; 
which you know, Sir, us a.capital pink 
withus. We were as good as refolyed to 

b 2 {eize 
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feize him, when’ we were determined to it 
by the following accident. Two of" the 
not beautiful women in’ all» Bologna had 
fallen'in‘ love with him, either on account 
of the handfomenefs of his’ perfon, or, by 
a’whimficalnefs peculiar to fome women, 
becaufe *he was a’ ftranger, or ‘thinking he 
might keep their fecrets better under the 
cloak of being a phyfician ; or, in fine, drawn 
in by fome love potion or other,' we can’t 
tell ;) but the matter grew to fuch a’ height, 
that on his thewing more diftinguifhing fa- 
vour to’one of them,’ as it is natural for-our 
women to be violent in their jealoufy, as well 
as love)(the other to be revenged, faid he 
had bewitched! her ;° which fhe was fure of, 
for that} fince ‘the very firft time fhe’ faw 
him, fhe thought there was fomething more 
4n him; than’ ever fhe faw in any’ man in 
her life.’ “Befides; the faid, fhe had often 
found ‘him’ drawing ‘circles and figures on 
‘paper, ‘which’ to: her looked like conjura- 
tion, Her friends immediately informed our 
fathers of its fo we refolved to feize him, 
if it were but ‘to find out his fecrets, and 
fee what the man’ was, There ‘was anc- 
ther reafon induced'us to it,’ which’ the 
sworld will hardly believe, though it-is mat- 
ter of ‘fact: that ‘is; «we were afraid; the 
man would. be affaflinated by fome’ fecret 
means or other, for being fo great with our 
Jadies ; “fo, to fave his life, and not lofe the 
as ae 86% dl difco- - 
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difcoveries we expect from him, it was de- 

termined he {hould, be feized, inamediately. 
Accordingly, I. was deputed, with three un- 
der-officers,..to do the bufinefs,, but. withiall 

the caution.and fecrefy ufual, in, fuch: cafes. 
It..was done about midnight, .when.we 
had. watched .one-.of the two. ladies he. fa- 
youred moft, into. his houfe. We went in 
a,clofe coach, and, myfelf and. ene. ofthe 
officers, {topping at the door, as foon as the 
fervant.opened it, {tepped in, ‘telling him 
what we We and charging him, at his pe- 
ril, not to make the leaft noife, "The fervants 
being Italians, and. knowing, the. confe- 
quence ofthe leaft refiftance, flood-as:mute 
as. fifhes.., We. immediately, went, into, the 
inner parlour, and, contrary to ourexpedta- 
tion,. found our gentleman, the young lady 

with her governante, and the, elderly, lady 
that belonged to; him, fitting: very decently 
at an elegant collatiansof A fruits and f{weet- 
meats, brought, as we fuppofed; by the fair 
lady. asa prefent,|,.At our firit) appearance, 
he; feemed, more furprized than terrified ; as 
we make no.ceremonies.in thofe, cafes, we 
told, him .our errand, and..commanded him 
to come.along with us without, ih leatt re- 
fiftance, -or,elfe it fhould. be worfe for him, 
Then,we turned.to the young lady, whofe 
friends,,.and., perfon, we knew, and told her 
wei wondered to find her in fuch company, 
at-fuch unfeafonable hours; but.on account 
b 3 of 
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of her friends, would not, meddle with her, 
but bid her for her own fake, as fhe tender- 
ed her life and honour, never to take the 
leaft notice of the affair. She trembling; 
and ready to faint away, after fome hefita- 
tion, was able to fay, that fhe was come to 
confult-about her health; that fhe brought 
her governante along with her to take off all 
futpicion, and as fhe was miftrefs of her- 
felf and fortune, it was not unufual for per- 
fons, of her rank to be out at that time, 
confidering the heat of the feafon. She had 
f{carce pronounced thefe words, when {fhe 
fell directly into afwoon. Her governante 
having things proper for fuch occafions, revi- 
ved and comforted her as well as fhe could. 
But when we were going to take the gen- 
tleman along with us, the elderly lady, to 
whom we fuppofe he had. told his misfor- 
tune, inftead of falling into fits, flew at us 
like a tigrefs, with a fury I never faw in any 
human creature in my life; tearing at us 
with her nails and teeth, as if fhe had been 
in the moft raging madnefs. We, not ac- 
cuftomed to refiftance, confidering our cha- 
racter and cloth, and fhe a woman, were 
almoft motionlefs, when the fervants at the 
noife came up. We commanded them, in 
the name,.of the Ingui/ition,. to feize her: 
the gentleman interpofed, in our favour, fay- 


ing 
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ing fome words to her in an unknown lan- 
guage, which he aflured us, were to beg her 
to be pacified, as fhe tendred his life as well 
as her own ; then the violence of her paffion 
turned, another way, and threw her into 
the ftrongeft convulfions I ever faw. By 
this time the other two officers were come 
up, wondering at our delay, and to find re- 
fiftance againft the officers of the Inquifition. 
The gentleman, with a becoming fabmif- 
fion,. rather than fear, yielded himfelf a 
prifoner,, and begged us to pardon the fud- 
den tranfports of a perfon unacquainted with 
our cuftoms, whofe life in fome manner 
depended on his, That the was a Perfian 
lady of quality, brought into this country 
by great misfortunes, who had once faved 
his life, as he had been afterwards inftra- 
mental in faving hers. That the was dif- 
pofed to turn Chrifiian, with intention af- 
ter fome time to,end her days in a con- 
vent. “That for his own part, relying on 
his innocence, he readily fabmitted to our 
authority, and offered himfelf to be carried 
wherever he pleafed ; he uttered all this 
with an air of conftancy that was furpriz- 
ing, We immediately took him into ‘the 
coach, leaving two of the officers with the 
elderly lady, and commanding them and 
the gentleman’s fervyants not to ftir out of 
the room till further orders, As foon as 

b 4 we 
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we arrived at the Inguifition, we lodged 
him in a handfome firong room; not fo 
much like a criminal, as like a perfon for 
whom we had fome re{pectt. . There -we 
left him to his own thoughts, and return- 
ed to his houfe to {eize the elderly lady. aind 
his papers, having. difmiffed the young lady 
and her governante before. I forgot to tell 
you, that Signor Gaudentio, by our permif- 
fion, had {poke to the elderly lady coming out 
of her fits in Italian (for we would not let 
him fpeak to her in the unknown lan 
guage, for fear of a combination) and with 
much pains made her underftand, that he 
begged her by all that was dear, to fubmit 
to whatever we fhould enjoin her; affurin 

herby that means all would be. well for 
her fafety and his own: Which lat. words 
feemed to give fome calm. to her tempeftu- 
ous {pirits. You may believe, Sir, we were 
much furprized at the novelty of. the thing, 
and the account he gave of. her quality, 
But as we often meet with falfe ftories in 
our employment, that did. not hinder. us 
from doing our duty. So I took her by the 
hand with a great deal of refpect, and put 
her into the coach between .myfelf and 
my companion ; not without, apprehenfi- 
ons of fome extravagant follies, . confider- 
ing the violence of her temper... But, fhe 
continued pretty fedate, only feemed to! be 
OVCTs 
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ovewhelmed ‘with grief ; we brought he 
to the Ingiwifition, and lodged her ina, very 
handfome apartment fepa tate from..the 
cOnvefit, on account of her fex; with two 
waiting “women to attend her with. all 
refpeet, till we were better apprize ed of the 
truth of her quality. This obliged me. to 
take another ‘journey to Signor Gauden- 
#168 houfe, ‘to fecure ‘his papers, . with 
whatever cli might contribute to further 
our difcovery. I found all things in the 
fame order T leftthem ; buat pes: extremely 
fatioued, I fat down to the elegant colla- 
tion that was'left, ‘and after a fmall repatt, 
went'to bed in his houfe, to have the morn- 
ing’ before us' for fecuring his effects, _ I 
fealed up-all the papers I could find, to 
examine them’ at more leifure, took an in- 
ventory of “all the moveables, that they 
might be reftored to him in cate he were 
found innocent; and fent for a proper of- 
ficer to remain in the houfe, who was to 
be ‘refponfible for every thing ig. There 
were’ two little cabinets of curious work- 
manfhip; one of them, as it appeared, be- 
longed to him, the other to the ftrange lady; 
but being ‘full of intricate drawers or tills, 
we'todk them'béth along with us, .Thefe 
andthe papers? we delivered to the head 
Inquifitors, not being willing to proceed in 
either Of their examinations, till we had 
got 
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got all the light wecould, to: find, out; the 
the truth, for. that.was, all our aim ;.;then 
we could tell what .conrfe .to take, with 
them... We placed’ two ‘cunning lay-bro- 
thers, in the.nature of fervants, for, Signor 
Gaudentio, who were.to .infinuate them- 
felves into his favour by their. kind offices, 
compafiionating his misfortunes, and: advi- 
fing him, to difcoyer. the whole, truth, in 
the account-of his life, quality, profeflion, 
opinions, and, in fine, whatever articles he 
was.to. be interrogated on, to confefs inge- 
nuoafly. what he, knew :.that, that was the 
only. way.to find favour at :the hands of, 


furance of amendment. I vifited him my- 
felf feveral. times before his, examination, 
and.gave him the fame adyice and) affu- 
rance ; he promifed me faithfully, he would, 
and feemed fo feddy and confirmed in. his 
own. innocence, with fuch, an,agreeable, 
yet fincere.way in his difcourfe, as) really 
furprized me, and caufed me. already to. be 
prejudiced in his, favour ;,,adding. with a 
fmile, that the hiftory of his life would ad- 
minifter more. caufe of . wonder; than, indig- 
nation.— Not to,be too particular, the chief 
of the. Inquifition,,.with myself, along. with 
them, fet,to the.{crutiny of hispapers,:, We 
examined them with all, the care. ymagina- 
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ble, but could find nothing to ground any 
material accufation, except ‘fome imperfect 
memoirs of the cuftoms of a country and 

eople unheard of to us, and I believe’ to 
all the’ world befide, with fome odd cha- 
racters, or words, which had no affinity 
with any language or characters we ever 
faw. We difcovered he had a great know- 
ledge in natural pbilofophy, with fome te- 
marks that were very curious. There was 
a rough draught of a map of a country, 
with towns, ‘rivers, lakes, @@c. but no cli- 
mate marked down, In fhort, all his pa- 
pers contained nothing but fome fmall 
fketches of philofophy and phyfick, with 
fome ‘pieces: of poetry of an uncommon 
tafte. Neither could we find any footfteps 
of ‘judiciary aftrology, or calculations of 
nativities, of ‘which we had the greatett 
fufpicion ; only a‘ pair of globes, a fet of 
mathematical inftruments, charts of navi- 
gation, forms of unknown trees and plants, 
and fuch like things, as all gentlemen who 
delight in travelling are curious to have. 
There were indeed {ome lines, circles, feg- 
ments of circles, which we fuppofed: the 
informing lady meant ; but looked like an 
attempt to find’out the longitude, rather 
than” any magical fchemes.—His books 
were of the fame nature; nothing of he- 
refy that we could fee, but fuch as belong- 

24 


16 IN-TRODUGT HON, 
ed to. a man, of learning.,.'There..were,{e- 
vetal common. books of ;devotion, fuch;.as 
‘are approved. by our church, and ;feemed 
pretty well ufed.; by which we judged him 
to ‘be really a Catholick, and a-perfon, of 
no bad morals. But as, nothing looks fo 
like an honeft man as a knave, this did 
not take away all our fufpicion, .When 
we came to open the cabinets,) in the firft 
of them, which belonged to him, we found 
in one of the drawers about four hundred 
and fifty Roman crowns, with other {mall 
money, and fome foreign coin along with 
it, as Zurkifb fequins, and, fome we, knew 
nothing of, The’fum not being very ex- 
traordinary, we could conclude nothing 
from thence... In another drawer we found 
feveral. precious ftones, fome fet; fome un- 
fet, of avery great, value, fo far from be- 
ing counterfeit, thatwe never faw any fo 
brilliant.. Befides, feveral pieces of, native 
gold, of fuch fineneds, .as nothing with us 
can come up to it. In a third, we found 
a {mall heap of, medals moft-of gold, but 
of an unknown.ftamp and antiquity. 
There were outlandifh ftones. of odd f- 
gures enough, which to others might, look 
like talifmans, but we took them for fome 
out-of-the-way, curiofities. In, a) private 
drawer in the center. of the, cabinet,.,there 
awas fomething wrapt up in.a.pieceof green 
filk 
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filk of wonderful finenefs, all embroidered 
with hearts and hands joined ‘together, 
wrought in ‘gold with prodigious art, and 
intermixed” with different flowers, un- 
known in cur part of the world; in the 
midft of it was an agure {tone, as large as 
the palm of one’s hand, fet round with 
rubies of very great value, on which was 
moft artfully painted in miniature, a.wo- 
man at length, holding a little boy in her 
left hand, the moft beautiful creature that 
ever eyes beheld; clad likewife in oreen 
filk {pangled with golden funs: ‘Their cor- 
plexion was fomething darker than that 
of our Italian ladies: but the features, 
efpecially the’ woman’s, fo uncommonly 
beautiful as if fhe had been of another 
fpecies. Underneath was engraved with a 
diamond in a ‘modern hand, Queffo folo. 
You may be fure, Sir, this raifed our ideas 
of the man ; at firftt we thought he had 
the fecret of the philofapher’s ftone': But 
in all his inventory we could find no im. 
plements of that art)’’"Then we thought 
he mult have been’ fome” famous pirate ; 
or one who'-had robbed the cabinet of 
fome great prince, ‘and was conie to live at 
Bologna in that private manner, under the 
difguife of a phyfician, But having been 
three years in’ the town, if it had been 
any Luropean prince, the world would 

have 
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have had an..account of it before now,s.So, 
we, concluded that either. what he, faid, of 
that unknown country was true, or that he 
had robbed fome of the Eajern, princes, 
and. got off clear with his: prize. . But the 
siGure of the woman made us incline.to 
think, hehad married fome,outlandith queen, 
and on her death had retired with his ef-. 
feGs... The reft of the drawers were full 
of. natural .curiofities of foreign plants, 
roots, bones of animals, birds, infects, 
€2¢. from whence very likely he took his 
phyfical fecrets. The. other cabinet, which 
belonged to . the. elderly lady, was svery 
rich, but nothing equal to the firtt ;, there 
were a great, many {mall jewels, and fome 
very, fine. pearls, with bracelets, pendants, 
and. other. curious ornaments belonging to 
women; and.a little pi€ure of a very hand- 
fome man about thirty, nothing like, our 
gentleman, ina warlike drefs, with a\Lur- 
hifh fcymitar by his fide, who by his mica 
feemed.to, be, a man of :note... But we 
could find nothing that could give us any 
knowledge what they) were ; fo that we. were 
at.'a_lofs. with, all ,our, fagacity what. to 
think: ofthe .matter,,.or,to find..any, juft 
caufe to, keep them, in the \Jnquifition, : for 
though wejdon’t difcover, our motives) t0,0- 
ther. people, we; never proceed ,againft any. 
one.but. em very firong. fulpicions. On. 

which 
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which ‘account we were refolvcd to make . 
his confinement as ‘eafy as’ poffible, ‘till we 
could ‘fee’ further “into (thé affair’ We had 
thoughts of examining the woman firft, to 
get what we could from her’ for to intérro2 
gate him upon ; but the not underftanding 
Italian enough, we fent to' Venice with our 
accuftomed privacy, for fome of your peo- 
ple, that trade to the Levant, to be our in= 
terpreters, In the mean time we refolved 
to try what we could get out of him by 
hisown confeffion; fo we fent for him’ bee 
fore us. «He- came into the room withvac 
modeft ‘unconcernednefs, that rather argu- 
ed' wonder 'than fear: we had thé 'cabia! 
net and’ jewels “all before us) > thewed: 
them to him all together, with the invens 
tory of his goods, affuring him they ‘fhould © 
be forth-coming, ‘in’ cafe we were apprized’ 
of his innocence; but withal advifine him, 
as well as commanding him to’ confefS the 
truth; and thén’ nota hair of “his head 
fhould be touched. ° But if ever we caught 
him ina falfe ftory, all fhould be confifcaw 
ted, and he never fee’ fin of moon more) 
He affured us with great refpect, he would 
own the truth to every thing we fhould in# 
terrogate him about, in an ‘accent’ thie 
would have -perfraded ‘any ‘oné-of his fine 
cérity, humbly défiring to know what <ew 
culations we had/again® him: ’ We anfwerl" 

Eadie ed, 
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ed, that was not the method ‘of the Inqut- 
_ fition ; but that he fhould anfwer directly 
to our interrogatories. As the holy office 
chiefly concerns itfelf about religion, we 
afked him firft,. what religion he was of. 
The reafon of this was, becaufe, though he 
profeffed himfelf a Catholick, we were to 
keep up the forms: neither did we know 
but that he might be fome Yew or Turkifh 
{py in mafquerade: then his name; place 
of his birth ; where he was educated ; how 
he came by thofe jewels; what was the 
occafion of his fettling at Bologna ; who that 
elderly lady was; in fine, every thing in 
eneral and particular we could think of 
at firft, the better to compare his anfwers 
afterwards. He told us he was a Catholick 
bred and born ; always profefied himfelf 
fuch; and in that faith would live and die, 
let what would happen to him. He explain- 
ed himfelf on the chief heads, to fhew that 
he was well inftruéted in his religion : He 
_appealed to all the enquiries we could make, 
whether he had not behaved as a Catholick 
on all occafions, naming a Capuchin in the 
town, who was his father confeffior ; to 
whom, he faid, he gave leave to declare 
ali he knew on that head. As to his 
mame, he faid, his true name was Gauden-~ 
tio di Lucca, though born at Ragu/a. 
That his father was a merchant trading to 
Bata a a ae 
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the Levant; which employment he de- 
figned to fellow himfelf ; but in his firt 
voyage was taken by an /A/gerine furate, 
who carried him a flave to Grand Cairo, 
and fold him toa merchant, of what coun-. 
try no-body knew, which merchant took 
him along with hive th rough ide vatt de- 
farts of Africa, by a way he would def 
cribe to us if we iy ment: it, till he came 
to a rnin perhaps the oe civilized 
and polite in the whole univerfe, In that 
country he lived near five and ty sage years, 
till on the death of his wife, and his only 
furviving fon, whofe lige were in that 
cabinet, the mela incholly difafter made him 
induce his father-in law, who was the mer- 
chant that had firft bought him, to take 
another journey to Grand. Cairo, from 
whence he might be able to re turn to his 
native country. ‘This the merchant, (for 
he paffed for -_ though age was a great 
ruler in his own country) complyed with: 
but hap reat ng to come thither when 
the plague raged in the city, his father- 
in-law and feveral of his shendant died of 
; fearing: him heir to moft of his effects, 
a part of the jewels we faw before us, 
That being now entirely at liberty, he te 
turned in a French thip trading from Mars 
feilles to the Levant, the mafter’s name 
Francois Xavier Godart, who by agrees 
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ment was to land himeat Venice 3: but 
touching at Candy, they accidentally faved 
the life of that elderly lady, and brought 
hereof along» with them, for which: they 
were purfued by two Turkz/h veflels; and 
carried prifoners to Con/lantinople, ‘but re- 
leafed by the order of the fultanefs mother. 
That Monfieur Godart was well known at 
Venice ; particularly by Signor Corridani, 
an eminent merchant there, who could af- 
fure us of the truth of what he faid, -That 
in fine; having ftaid fome Time at Venice, 
to, fee the curiofities and. the carnival, an 
affair relating to the young lady we faw 
with him, when. he was. feized,’ and: the 
love he had. for learning, Bologna being a 
famous univerfity, induced him to fettle 
there, where he prefumed we had. béén 
very well informed of his:behaviour ever 
fince.. This, faid he;-is«the-moft fuccin& 
account Lcan give’ to your:Reverences, on 
the interrogatories- you. have propofed to 
me; though) my life: has» been chequered 
with fuch a variety of incidents, as would 
take a great deal of time to defcend to par- 
ticulars. » We: looked atone: another with 
fome furprize at this ftrangeaccount, which 
he. delivered with uch) anair of fteddinefs, 
as {carce left. any. room» :to: doubt of the 
truth of it.» ‘—However, our fuperior turn- 
ing to him, faid, Signor '-Gaudentio)\\we 
neither 
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neither believe, nor difbelieve, what you tell 
us3/.as we condemn:no man withoutia full 
conviction of his crime, fo weare not to’ be 
impofed upon; by. the accounts people may 
give of themfelves, What is here: before 
us; fhews there is fomething extraordinary 
inthe cafe.» If we find you to be an im- 
poftor;» you fhail fuffer as fuch; inthe 
mean time, till we can be better informed, 
We enjoin you to give in your whole life, 
with all occurrences, except your private 
fins, 1f you have any, in writing; which. 
you fhall read to’ us, and be crofs-examin- 
ed, as) we think proper. It will concern 
you therefore to be very exact, for nothing 
will pafs here but innocence, or a fincere 
repentance, 

This, Sir, is the manufcript I fend you, 
given in by himfelf as ordered ; with the 
Inquifitors interrogatories as we examined 
it, article by article. Which interrogato- 
rics I have imferted as they were propofed, 
with a further account at the end, for the 
better clearing of the whole. We beg you 
tounform yourfelf of the facts, which his 

aemoirs fay happened to him at Venice, 

. particularly: about:Monfieur Godart:; Be- 

fides, Sir; you that can trace all’the branches 

of antient hiftory to the fountain head, are 

able to:forma better judgment of the pro- 

bability:of his relation: He is {till in the 
Tn 
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himfelf to conduc 

f our mifiionaries, to preach the Gof- 

pel to thofe unknown people. The length 

of this only gives me leave to affure you, 

that Iam with the greateft efteem imagi- 
-nable, 
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ADVENTURES 
OF | 
Sig". Gaudentio di Lucca: 


SHOULD be infenfible, reverend Fa- 
thers, if I were not highly concerned 
to find myfelf under any accufation be- 
_ fore this holy tribunal, which I revere with 
all the powers of my foul: but efpecially 
if your Reverences fhould harbour any fini- 
{ter opinion of. my religion; for I was 
born and bred up in the bofom of: the 
_ moft holy catholick church, as well as 
my parents before me; in the defence of 
which my anceftors {pent part of their 
blood, againft the infidels, and enemies of 
our faith ; and for which faith I am ready to 
lay down my life. But Iam as yet a ftranger 
to your Reverences, and on feveral accounts 
may be liable to fufpicion. Wherefore, I 
blame not the juftice of your proceeding, 
but rather extol your goodnefs in allow- 
ing me the liberty to clear-myfelf, by a true 
and fincere declaration of my whole life, 
wherein, I own, have happened feveral afto-. 
nifhing and almoft incredible occurrences ; 
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all which I fhall lay before your Reve _ ie 


according to the commands impos’d on i 
with the utmoft candour and fincerity. 
My name is Gaudentio di Lucca : 1 was 
fo called, becaufe my anceftors were faid to 
be originally of that place; though they 
had been fettled for fome time at Ragu/a, 
where I was born : both which. places, are 
not fo far off, but they may be very weli 
known to your Reverences. My. father’s 
name was Gafparino di Lucca, heretofore 
a,merchant of fome note, in thofe parts ; 


my mother -was a Cor/ican lady, reported to. 
be deicended from thofe. who had been the 
chief perfonages in that iland. My grand-. 


father was likewife. a merchant: But»my 


ereat grandfather, Bernardino dt Lucca, 
was 2 foldier, and captain of the great Ve-.< 


nerio's own galley *, who was general for 
the Venetians m the famous battle of Le- 
panto againft the Turks. We had a tradi+ 


tion in our family, that he was Venerio’s 


fon by a Grecian lady of great. quality,» 
fome fay defcended from the Paleclg7?, who 


had been emperors of Conffantinople... But 
fhe dying.in childbed,. and they having been 
only privately married, Venerio bred him 
up as the fon of a friend of his who was 
killed in the wars,’ That famous battle, in 


_ ® This part of the account is certainly true ; there was fuch 
2 captain in the lift of the officers in that famous battle. 


which 


: 


Szenor Gandentio di Lucca, 3 


which the Chriffiens and Venerio sot fo 
i} 2 


great renown againit the Turks, inftead 
of raifing my great grandfather's fortune, 
was the occaiion of his retiring from the 
wars, and turning merchant, The reafon 
was this: Venerio the Venetian admiral had 


Y 


caufed'a Spani/b captain to be hung up at 
the yard-arm for mutiny>; which fevere 
difcipline fo difpleafed Don ‘fobn of Au- 
firia, Generalifimo of the” whole fleet, 
that, after the battle, the V enetians, to ap- 
peafe Don ‘fobu, and not to be deprived of 


> Tis likewife true, that there’ was fuch a quarrel between 
Don F ohn of Auffria, the generaliffimo, and Venerio admiral 
of the Venetian gallies ; which had like to have put the whole 
Chriftian Fleet at variance together, before the battle, and 
ruined the hopes of all Chrifiendom. "The occafion, was, as 
he relates. it ; Dox Fobn, as generalifimo, viewing the whole 
fleet before the fight, and finding the Venetian gallies too 
thinly mann’d, ordered four thoufand Spaniards to be put on 
board the faid gailies. But one Mutio Tortona, a Spanifh cap- 
tain, proving mutinous, after a great many injurious words, 

came to blows with the captain of the Venesign galley where 
he was upon which the whole fleet fell to it. Venerio, hear. 
ing the uproar, fent his own captain to fee what was the mat- 
ter 3 but the proud Spaniards treated him no better than they 
did the reft ; fo that Venerio himfelf was forced to come to 
appeafe them ; but feeing the Spanif captain perfift in his mu- 
tinous temper, and the affront he had put upon his captain, who 
was reported to be his fon, ordered Tortona and his enfign to 
be hung at the yard arm. At this all the Spaniards in the 
fleet were up in arms, and threatened to cut the Venetians to 
to pieces ; but, by the interpofition of the other generals, the 
matter was made up till after the fight ; when Venerio, who 
had. behaved with incomparable valour, and, according to 
Don Fobn’s own confeffion, was the chief occafion of the 
victory, to appeafe the haughty Spaniard, had his commifiion 
taken from him, and wasrecalled by the fenate, 
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-the faccours.of the Spaniards againft the 
Turks, were forced to facrifice Venerio’s ho- 
nourto the refentment of the Spaniards, 
and put, him out. ef commiffion « After 
this difgrace, Venerio retired, andmy great 
grandfather, . whofe fortune depended on 
his having been bred up to the fea, turned 
merchant,» or rather privateer againft the 
Moors; and, with the knights of Malta, 
not only did great. fervice againft them, 
but made. a. confiderable fortune in. the 
world. re 

) But, to return. fo myfelf: my father, 
having a plentiful fortune, took particular 
care of the education. of his, children ;..he 
had only: two.fons, of whom 1 was. the 
youngeft, anda daughter, who died. young. 


<-It was Fufcarini, who was made general of the Venetians 
in Venerio’s ftead. . 

Every one who is the leaft acquainted with hiftory, knows 
that the-battle of Lepanto was the greateft fea-fight thatever 
was fought between the Chrifiians and Turks ; and the vitto- 
ry on the Chriffians fide the moft fignal. The Spanifo’ gallies 
were. commanded by Don Fohn of Aufirza, generaliffimo : 
The Pope's gallies, by the famous Colonna: the Genoefe by 
old Dorio, who had gained fo, much renown againft the Turks 
and French, under Charles V. the Venetians by the great Ve- 
nevio, one of the bravelt foldiers of his time. Healy the Turk, 
great bafla of the fea, was flain, and almoft all the Turki 
commanding officers kill’d or taken. Among the prifoners, 
were Haly’s two fons,’ nephews to the grand Signor. Of the 
common foldiers of the Turks, were flain two and thirty thou- 
{and : a hundred and forty-one of the enemies gallies were 
taken, forty funk or burnt; of galliots and other {mail veflels 
were taken about fixty. | Vide the Turki/h hiltory, and other. 
accounts of this famous battle, and the whole affair as is there 
selated. ‘The battle was fought on the 7th of Odfober, 1571. 
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Finding I hada great inclination to learning, 
he promoted it, by providing me with. the 
‘peft matters, till I was fit to goto the uni- 
verfity. The knowledge of languages be- 
“ing ‘of great ufe as well as‘ornament to 
young gentlemen, he himfelf, by way of 
recreation, taught me that mixed language 
called Lingua. Franca, {o neceflary in Lajft- 
erm countries, It is made up of Italzan, 
Turkifh, Perfan, and Arabian, or rather a 
jatgon of all languages together. \ He fearce 
ever {poke to us but in that language; faying 
We might learn Latin from our mafters, 
and our mother-tongue from our play fel- 
lows. The fame reafon induced: him to 
~ fendme to the famous univerfity of Paris, 
to learn French at the fame time with my 
“other: ftudies, I lived in the college »des 
Quatre Nations, and maintained my thefes 
of univerfal philofophy under the celebrated 
monfieur Du Hamel, who was.one of the 
firft in the univerfity, who decried Ari/fo- 
tle's philofophy, and leaned towards the 

“opinions of »Defcartes. 

[ Secretary. Here the inquifitors muttered 
alittle, fearing he was inclined to the 
Copernican fyftem, which has been con- 
demned at. Rome. But, fince it regard- 
ed philofophical matters be they paf- 
fed it over.] 

J was: entring into my nineteenth year, 

, and, had fome ‘thoughts. of taking to the 
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church, when my brother .wrote. me. the 
melancholy account of my father’and mo- 
ther’s death, and the unfortunate occafion of 
it; which in fhort was, that having loft 
his richeft fhip, with all his effets, by pi-+ 
rates, and his chief factor at Smyrna being 
gone off, his other -correfpondents came 
upon him thick ; and not being in a con- 
dition to anfwer their calls, it threw him 
and my mother into a deep melancholy, 
which fhortened their days, both dying in 
three weeks of one another, My brother told 
me he was/not able to maintain me longer at 
the univerfity, as before ; but acquainted 
me, he had made a fhift to fit out a {mall 
vefiel, wherein he had put his all; and in- 
vited me to join the {mall portion that fell 
to. my fhare along with him, with which, 
he faid, we could make a pretty good bot- 
tom; and fo retrieve the fhattered. fortune 
of our family. Not to be too prolix, I 
followed his advice: he fold his houfe and 
gardens to pay his father’s creditors, and 
put what was left, together with my little 
ftock, into that unfortunate bottom. We 
fet fail from Ragufa the third of March, 
Anno Dom. 1688, very inaufpicioufly for 
my dear brother, as will appear bythe fe- 
quel. We. touched at Smyrna, to fee if we 
could hear any thing of my father’s factor : 
and were. told, thar he was turned Turk, 
and gone off, very magnificently drefled up 
afi in 
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in borrowed feathers, to fettle at Con/ffanti- 
aople ; however, we pick’d up fomething 
of fome honeft Chriffian merchants, with 
whom he had lodged a part of his effets, 
This encouraged us to proceed to Cyprus and 
Alexandria; but, as we were purfuing our 
voyage one morning, in a prodigious fog, 
as if the fea was fatal to our family, we | 
{pied on a fudden two Algerine rovers bear- 
ing down upon us, one on each fide.’ We 
had fcarce time to clear our little veffel; 
when they fired upon us, and called to us to 
ftrike, or we were dead men.’ My brother 
and I, confidering that our all was at flake, 
and that we had better die honourably than 
be made flaves by thofe unbelieving mifcré- 
ants, called up our men, who were but 
twenty-three in all, of whom five were young 
gentlemen who had engaged to try their for- 
fune along with us. We were armed only 
with {words, and piftols under our girdles, 
After a fhort confultation, it was agreed to 
fight it out to the laft man ; and we turned 
back to back to make head againft both fides, 
my brother in the middle of one rank, and 
myfelf in the other. The enemy boarded us 
in great numbers, looking on us as madmen 
to’ pretend to make any refiftance’; but they 
were foon made 'to.leap back, ‘at leaft all that 
were ‘able ; for being clofe up with them, 
and they crowded together, we fired our pi- 
ftols fo luckily, that {carce' one miffed doing 
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execution, Seeing them..in this confufion, 
we made a.puth at them. on each fide;, ftill 
keeping our ranks, and drove the remainder 
headlong off the deck., -This we did:twice 
before. any of our.men dropt.. We were 
grappled fo clofe, they had no ufe of their 
cannon.or..mufkets, and f{carce thought. of 
firing their piftols at us, expecting we fhould 
yield immediately, or to have borne usdown 
with their weight. . Iam more particular in 
defcribing this petty fight, fince there are 
but few examples, where a handful of men 
made fuch along refiftance. The. arch-pi- 
tate,. who was) a ftout, well-built, young 
man, taged like a lion, calling his men:a 
thoufand cowards, fo loud. that :his, voice 
-was heard above all the cries.of the foldiers, 
Theedge of their fury was a little abated.af- 
ter the dropping of fo. many men ;. and.they 
began to fire at fome-diftance;. which did us 
more harm than their moft furious attacks. 
My brother, fecing his men begin to drop in 
their turn, ordered me to face the one fhip, 
while he with his. rank leaped in-amongft 
the enemies in the other, He did it. with 
fuch a noble intrepidity, that he madeagap 
among.the thickeft of them immediately. 
But their. numbers. clofing together, their 
very weight drove him back in {pite of all 
he could do, and he loft feveral of his men 
before he could recover his poft. The ene- 
my would neither board us, nor leave us ; 

but 
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but firing at us continually, ftill killed fome 
of our men. There were now only eleven 
of us left ; and no hopes of victory, or of 
quarter after fuch obftinate refiftance. They 
durft not come to a clofe engagement with 
us for all this; when my brother, to die as 
honourably as he could, once more leaped 
into the pirate’s fhip, and feeing their cap- 
tain inthe midft of them, made at him with 
all his might, calling on the few he had left 
to fecond him. He foon cut his way through; 
but juftas he was coming up to him, a cow- 
ardly Turk clapt a piftol juft below his two 
fhoulder blades, and, I believe, fhot him 
quite through the heart, for he dropped down 
dead on-the fpot. The Turk that thot him 
was run through the body by one of our 
men, and he himfelf with the others that 
were left, being quite over-powered, were 
all cut in pieces: I had yet four men left 
on my fide againft the lefler fhip, and had 
till then kept off the enemy from boarding ; 
but the pirates giving a great fhout at my 
brother’s fall, the captain of the fhip I was. 
engaged with, who was the arch-pirate’s bro- 
ther, cried out to his crew, that it was a 
fhame to ftand all day firing at five men; 
and leaping on my deck, made at me like a 
man of honour, with his piftol fteddily poi- 
fed in his hand: I met him with equal refo- 
lution. Hecame boldly up within fword’s 
length, and fired his piftol directly at my 

face ; 
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face; he aimed his fhot fo well, that one 
of the balls went through my hair, and 
the other grazed the fide of my neck. 
But before he could fecond his fhot, I gave 
him fach a ftroke with my broad fword, be- 
tween the temple and the left ear, that ‘it 
cut through part of his fkull, his cheek-bone, 
and going crofs his mouth, almoft fevered 
the lower part of ‘his face from the upper. 
Thad juft the fatisfaction to fee him fall, 
when a mufket-ball went through the braw- 
ny part of my right arm, and, at the fame 
time, a Turk hit me juft in the nape of the 
neck with the butt end of his mufket, that 
I fell down flat on my face, on the body of 
my flain enemy. My companions, all but 
one, who died of his wounds foon after, 
fell honourably by my fide. The Turks 
poured in from both fhips like wolves upon 
their prey. After their barbarous fhouts and 
yelling for the victory, they fell to ftripping 
the dead bodies, and threw them into the 
fea without any further ceremony. All our 
crew, befide myfelf, were flain, or gafping, 
with threefcore and fifteen of the enemy. 
Thereafon why we fought fo defperately was, 


that we knew very well, having killed fo’ 
many at the firft attacks, we were to’expect” 
no quarter ; fo we were refolved to fell our’ 


lives as dear as we could. When they came 
to ftrip me like the reft, I was juft come to 
myfelf, being only ftunned by the ftroke of 

the 
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the mufket. They found by my  cloaths, 
that I was one of the moft confiderable per- 
fons of the crew. I was got upon my 
knees, endeavouring to rife, and reaching 
for my fword to defend myfelf to the laft 
gafp ; I found Icould not hold it in my hand, 
by reafon of the wound in my arm, though 
if Icould, it had been needlef§; for three 
of them fell down upon me, and preffed me 
to the deck, while others brought chords 
and tied my hands, to carry me to the cap- 
tain. He was dreffing a flight wound he 
had in his leg with a piftol fhot; and four 
‘women in Perfian habits were ftanding by ; 
three of whom feemed to be attendants to 
the fourth, who wasa perfonof the largett fize, 
about five or fix andtwenty, a moft exquifite 
beauty, except that the had an Amazonian 
kind of fiercenefs in her looks, When I was 
brought thus bound to the captain, they af- 
fured him I was the man‘that had flain hig 
brother, and done the moft harm of any. 
Upon which, ftarting up in the greateft fury 
a barbarian was capable of, and calling for a 
new fcymitar he had in his cabin, he faid, 
** Let me cleave, if I-can, the head of ‘this’ 
“ Chrifiian dog, as he did my poor brother’s: ’ 
‘“’and-then)do: you chop him into ‘a ‘thous 
** fand. pieces.” With that he drew the 
feymitar, ‘and was going to ftrike, when, to 
the aftonifhment of the very Barbarians, 
the ftrange-lady cried out,’ ** O fave the 

| | 6 brag 


X12 The Adventures of 
<< brave . young man!” and immediately 
falling down, on her knees by me, catched 
me in her arms, -and clafping me clofe to her 
bofom,, covered my body with hers, and 
cried out, “ Strike, cruel man, but {trike 
© through me, for otherwife a hair of his 
<¢ head fhall not be hurt.” The Barbarians 
that ftood round us were ftruck dumb with 
amazement; and the pirate himfelf lifting up 
his eyes towards heaven, faid, witha groan 
enough to break his heart, “ How, cruel 
«woman! fhall this ftranger in a moment 
<¢ obtain more than I can with all my fighs 
<< and tears! Is this your paramour that robs 
«° me of what I have fought for with the 
«« danger of life? No, this.Cdrifian dog 
«¢ fhall be no longer my curfed rival ;” and 
lifting up his hand, was again going to ftrike, 
when, covering me more clofely with her 
delicate body, fhe cried out again, “ Hold 
<¢ Hamet! this is norival ; 1 never faw his 
«¢ face before, nor ever will again, if you 
<«¢ will but {pare his life: grant me this, and 
<< you fhall obtain more from me, than all 
«‘ your fervices could ever do,” Here he 
began to paufe a little. For my part, I was 
as much in amaze as he was. After a little 
paufe, «« Cruel woman, faid he, what is the 
<¢ meaning of this.?’’ ‘¢ Says fhe, ‘There is 
‘«< fomething in this young man (for I was but 
‘«« turned. of nineteen) that he muft, not die. 
« But, if you will engage and {wear by the 
«© moft 
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* moft holy Alcoran, that you will do him 
no harm, I] not only promife to be your 
wife, but, to take off all umbrage of 
jealoufy, 1 give you leave to fell him to 

“ fome honourable perfon for a flave ; and 

« will never fee him more.” Nor would 

fhe part from me, till he had fworn in that 

folemn manner, never to do me any hurt 
direGtly or indirectly ; and, for greater fecu- 
rity, fhe ordered one of her own fervants to 
attend me conftantly. So I was unbound, 

‘and the lady, without fo much as looking 

at-me, or ftaying to receive my thanks, re- 

_tired with her ‘women into the cabin. The 

~ pirate, who had fomething very noble in his 

“looks for a Turk, confirmed again to me in 

in the, hearing of her officer, that I fhould 

“receive no harm ; and then ordered me to 

be carried under deck to the other end of 

_ the fhip; commanding his men to fteer 

back for Alexandria, in order, as I fuppo- 

 fed,.to difpofe of me the’ firft opportunity, 
that he might be rid, as he thought, of fo 

formidable a rival 4 

[Secretary. Here the fuperior of the in- 
quifition receiving a meffage on fome 


@ This isan odd adventurerenough ; but the ciscumfances 
are pretty well connected together. ‘There happen very ftrange 
accidents among thofe lawlefs Eaffern people, and the wild 
Arabs, who obierve no rules but what the Lions and Tigers, 
could they fpeal, would make for their own prefervation. I 
fear there are {ome who profefs themfelyes Chriffiaxs would do 
the fame. 
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other bufinefs, we told him we would 
confider further of the account he had 
given us, which, we faid, might be true, 
though the adventure was extraordinary ; 
and that we would hear the remaining 
narrative of his life another time. He 
aflured us with the moft natural air, 
that the whole, let it feem never fo ex- 
traordinary, was real fat. Whether it 
were true or falfe, it did not much con- 
cern the holy office, only fo far as we 
might catch him tripping in his ftory: 
however, fome of the inquifitors afk’d 
him the following queftions. 


ft Inquifitor. Why did you not yield at 


firit, confidering the prodigious inequa- 
lity of your ftrength and numbers, when 
you might have been ranfomed after- 
wards; and not, like madmen, expofe 
yourfelves to be cut in pieces, as they all 
really were, except yourfelf ? 


Gaudentio, I told your Reverences, we 


had put our all in that bottom ; which | 
once loft, we had nothing to ranfom our- 
felves with, but in all likelihood muft 
have remained in miferable flavery ‘all 
our life. We were moft of us rath young 
men, of more courage than: prudence ; 
we did not doubt but we could keep 
them off from boarding us, as we did ; 
and thought, by their warm reception, 
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they would have been forced to theer off; 
befides, fighting againit Turksand infidels, 
though for our lives and: fortunes, we 
judged meritorious at the fame time, and 
that it might be looked upon’ as laying 
‘down our lives for our» holy religion,: 
2d Inquifitor, You faid that the ftrange 
dady cried out, «“ There is fomething in 
‘that young man, that tells me, “Ae 
oS muft not die: 1 hope you do not pre- 
tend to -the {cience of phyfiognomy ; 
which is one of the branches of divina- 
‘tion; or that an infidel or Heathen wo- 
man could have the {pirit of prophecy ? 
Gaudentio. I cannot tell what was her mo-. ; 
tive for faying fo » I only relate matter 
Of fact... As for phyfiognomy, I do not 
_ think there can be any certainty in’ it. 
Not but thata perfon of penetration, who 
' has obferved.the humours and paffions of 
_ men, and confidering the little care the 
» generality of the world take to conceal 
them; I fay, fach a perfon, may give a 
great guels, a poftericri, how they are 
juclined ; though reafon and virtue may 
indeed overcome the mot violent, But 
J entirely fubmit my opinion to your bet- 
ter judgements. Ged ; 
Secretary, Icannot fay, we were diffatit- 
fied with thefe anfwers : we faw he was a 
very noble prefence; and mut have been 
extremely handfome in his youth: there- 


fore 
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fore no wonder a Barbarian woman 
fhould fall in love with him, and make 
ufe of that turn to fave his life. How- 
ever, for the prefent, we remanded him 
back to his apartment. Some days 
after he was called again to profecute his 
ftory.] 

While I was under deck in confinement 
with the pirates, feveral of them were tole- 
rably civil to me ; knowing the afcendant 
the lady had over their captain, and being 
witneffes, how fhe had faved my life. But 
yet fhe would not confent to marry him, 
till fhe was affured I was fafe out of his 
hands. ‘The arch-pirate never came to fee 
me himfelf, not being willing to truft his 
paffion ; or elfe to watch all favourable op- 
portunities of waiting on his miftrefs. One 
day, being indifpofed for want of air, I beg- 
ged to be carried upon deck to breathea little; 
when I came up, I faw the lady, with her 
women, ftanding at the other end of the 
fhip on the fame account. I made her a very 
refpectful bow at a diftance ; but as foon as 
ever fhe caft her eye on me, fhe went down 
into the cabin, I fuppofe, to keep her pro- 
mife with the captain, and not to adminifter 
any caufe of jealoufy. Idefired to be car- 
ried down again, not to hinder my bene- 
faétrefs from taking her diverfion. Icannot 
fay I found in myfelf the leaft inclination 
or emotion of love, only a fenfe of grati- 
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tude for fo greata benefit ; not-without fome 
admiration of the oddnefs of the adventure. 
When I was below, I afked the mot fenfi- 
ble and civilized of the pirates, who. their 
captain was, and who was my fair deliverer, 
How long, and by what means the came to 
be among them; becaufe the feerhed to ‘be 
a Perfon of much higher rank, . he toldme 
his Captain’s name was Hamet, {onto the 
Dey of Algiers; who had-forfakei his fa- 
ther’s houfe on account of his you ng mother- 
in-law’s falling in love with him, For 
which reafon his father had contrived to 
have him aflaflinated, believing him to bein 
the fault. But his younger brother by the fame 
mother, difcovered the defign, So gathering 
together a band of ftout young men like- 
themfelves, they feized two of their father’s 
Beft fhips, and. refolved to follow the pro=- 
feflion they were now of, till they heard of 
their father’s death. That as for. the lady 
who had faved his life, the was the late wife 
of a petty prince of the Curdi «, tributary 
to the king of Perfia, whofe hufband had 
been lately killed by treachery, or in an am= 
bufcade.of the wild Arads, That, as far as 


* The Curdi, ot People of Curdifion, area warlike nation, 
paying a {mall tribute to the Perfians, and fometimes to the 
Turks, their very women are martial, and handle the fword 
and pike. ‘The country runs from the Alidv/i. a mountainous 
people, made tributary to the Zurfs by Selim I. Father of 
Soliman the Magnificent, and reaches as far as Ay ttnia. 
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he had been informed, the prince her huf- 
band had been fent by the king his mafter to 
Alexandria’; who, apprehending an in- 
furre€tion among his fubjectss, had ordered 
him to treat for fome troops of Arabian 
horfe, That he went. there with a very 
handfome equipage, and took. his beautiful 
wife along with him. Our captain, conti- 
nued he, happened to be there at the fame 
time to fell his prizes, and had not only fold 
feveral things of great value, to the Curdi/h 
lord and lady, but had contracted a particu- 
lar friendfhip with him, though, as we found 
fince, it was more on account of his fair 
wife than any thing elfe. Nothing in the 
world could be more obfequious than our 
captain. He attended them, and offered his 
fervice on all occafions : you fee, he is a very 


© Alexandria is a ea~port, at the further end of the Mediter- 
ranean, belonging to the Zurks, but much frequented by 4ra- 
hian merchants, both by land and fea. One point of Gurdi- 
flan is not far from this port. 

1" This infurreétion he fpeaks of, might be the feeds, or the 
firft plotting of the grand rebellion.of Merowvits, which began 
about the date of this account, and caufed fuch a terrible revo- 
tation inthePerfian empire; which no one who underitands any 
thing can be ignorant of. 

¢ ‘The Arabian horfes are the beft in the world, though not 
very large. The horfemen are very dextrous in the Eaftern 
way of fighting. On which account, one cannot wonder if 


the King of Perfia, and his rebellious fabjeats, made it their . 


intereft to procure as many auxiliaries, as they could, It is 
very likely the little parties would always be on watch, to fur- 
prize one another when they could find an opportunity. And 
this petty Curdian prince being zealous for the fervice of his 
king, might be taken off by the rebels that way- 


ec NCE RIPE EIT tL RRR RRNA ESS 


handfome 


Silk > (a Rachid tn aE Raa 1 Dea ees 8, asic aaends ea iim aria 
- eer ee Frey neg ian 


> A= beiay 


Szenor Gaudentio di Lucca. 1 9 


handfome man, and daring by his profef- 
fion. We could not imagine of a long 
while, why he made fuch a {tay at thattown, 
contrary to his cuftom ; living at a very high 
rate, as men of our calling generally do, At 
length the Curdifh lord having executed 
his commiffion, was upon the return, when 
we perceived our captain to grow extremely 
penfive and melancholy, but could not tell 
what was the caufe of it. He called his bro- 
ther, who loft his life by your hand, and me 
to him, and told us in private, he had ob- 
ferved fome of the Arabian {trangers mutter- 
ing together, as if they were hatching fome 
plot or other, whether againft himfelf, or 
the Curd, he could not tell ; but bid us be 
fure to attend him well armed wherever he 
went. ‘I'he event proved he had teafon 
for his fufpicions ; for one evening, as the 
Curd and his wife were taking the air, with 
our captain, who was always of the party, 
pafling through a little grove about a league 
out-of town, fix Arabian horfemen, ex- 
ceeding well mounted, came full gallop up 
tous; and without faying a word, two of 
them fired their’ piftols dire€tly at the Cur- 
difp lord, who was the foremoit, but by good 
fortune miffed us all, The Curd, as all that 
nation are naturally brave, drew his {cymi- 
tar, and rufhing in among them, cut off 
the foremoft man’s head, as clean as if 
it had been a poppy ; but.advancing too far 
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nparmed as he was, one of them turned 
fhort, and fhot him in the flank, ‘that ‘he 
dro opped down dead immediately. Our cap- 
feeing him fail, rufhed in like lig htning, 
s bre ther and mytlelf falling on them at 
ne fame time : But the aflaflins, . if they 
wanted nothing but the death of the Curd, 
or faw by our countenance hee “fanin 
would coft them dear, | 
their horfes, and fied fo 1 
jennets, that they were out oF fight in an 
inftant. We conduéted the poor lifconfo- 
late lady and her bed hufband back to the 
town, where thofe people made no more of 
ORE sccuftomed to fuch things) than if 
it had been a ote pale accident. When her 
orief was a little abated, our captain told 
the Ae that it was not fafe for her to re- 
turn home the fame way re came; that in 
all proba ability, thofe whe kil ed her hufband 
were in confederacy with the “di {affected par- 
ty, and would way-lay her, either for his 
papers, or her ee That he had two 
fhips ae -manpned at her fervice, and would 
conduit her fafe by fea to fome part of the 
Perfian empire, from whence fhe m ight get 
into her own country, She confented at laft, 
having feen how gallantly my matter had 
behaved in her defence. So fhe came aboa ard 
with her attendants and effects, in order to 
be tranfporte d into her own country. Our 


captain, you may be fure, was in no hafte 
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rately in love with her: ee hat ip ie of 
carrying her to any of the Perfian domini- 
ons, he direéted his courte for 4/gzers, hear- 

ing his father was dead ; but meeting with 
you, it has made him aleer his meafures for 
the prefent. He has tried all ways to gain 
her love, but the would not give him the 
leaft encouragement, till this, late accident, 
by which the faved your life. —— When he 
had ended his relation, I refieéted on it a 
good while, and confidering the nature of 
thofe pirates, I thought I faw.a piece of 
treachery in the affair, much more black 

than what he defcribed, and could not for- 
bear compaffionating the poor lady, both 
for-her difafter, and the company fhe was 
fallen into. However, I kept my thoughts 
to myfelf.. Not long after we arrived at 
Alexandria, where the pirate fold all our 
effects, that is,; the merchandize he had 
taken aboard our fhip, except fome particu- 
lar things that belonged to my brother and 
myfelf, as books, papers, maps and. fea- 
charts, pictures, and the hke. He deter- 
mined to carry me to Grand Catro’, the 
firft opportunity, to fell me, or even give 
me away to a ftrange merchant he had an 


i Grand Cairo is the place of refidence of the great Bafla of 
Egypt, higher up the country, on the river Nile. 
2 acquaintance 
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acquaintance with, where I fhould never be 
heard of more. 

Nothing remarkable happened during our 
May at Alexandria ; ; they told me the. cap- 
tain had been in an ex <traordinary good hu- 
mour, ever fince the lady’s promife to marry 
him. But fhe, to be fure he fhould not de- 
ceive her by doing me any soy, when I was 
out of the fhip, ordered her officer- to at- 
tend me wherever I was carried,; tll I was 


put in fafe hands, and sens out. of the 
pirate’s power, When we were arrived at 
Grand Cairo, 1 was le place 
where the merchants meet to exchange. their 
commodities ; there were perfons, of almoft 
all the. Fafiern and Indian nations...'The 


lady’s: officer according to his miftrefs’s or- 
der, never ftirred an i ich from me, to wit- 
aoe the performance of artic acs. At length, 
the pirate and a enue merchant {pied one 
another almoft at the inftant, ne advancing 
the fame way, faluted each other in the Zur- 
kifh language, which I underftcod tolerably 
well, After fome mutual compliments, 
the pirate told him he had met with fuch a 
perfon he had promifed to progure for him 
two years before, meaning myfelf, only I was 
not an exnuch, but that it was in his power 
to make me fo, if hep icalae Your. reve- 
rences cannot doubt Ce, was a little ftartled 
at fuch a fpecch, and was going to reply, that 

i would lofe my life a thoufand times, be- 


fore 
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fore I Would fuffer fuch an injury. But the 
lady’s officer turned to the pirate, and faid, 
he had engaged to his lady I fhould receive 
no harm ; and that he mutt never expect to 
obtain her for his wife, if fhe had the leaft 
fufpicion of fuch a thing. But the merchant 
foon put us out of doubt, by ‘affuring us, 
that it was againft their laws to do fach an 
injury to any one of their own fpecies ; but 
if it were done before, they could not help 
it, Then turning to me, he faid in very good 
Lingua Franca, “ Young man, if I buy 
<¢ you, I thall foon convince you, you need 
«“ not apprehend any fuch ufage from me.’ 
He eyed me from top to toe, with the moft 
penetrating look I ever faw in my life; yet 
feemed pleafed at the fame time. He was 
very richly clad, attended with two young 
men in the fame kind of drefs, though not 
rich, who feemed rather fons Hie fervants, 
His age did not appear to me to be above 
forty, yet had the moft ferene and almoft ve- 
nerable look imaginable. His complexion 
was rather browner than that of the Ee oyp- 
tians, but it feemed to be more the effect of 
travelling, than natural. In fhort, he had 
an air founcommon, that I was amazed, and 
began to have as great an opinion of him, as 
he feemed to have of me. He afked the 
pirate, what he muft give for me ; he told 
him, I had coft him very dear, and with 
that recounted to him all the cireumftances 
of 
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of the fight Se I was taken; and, to 
give him his due, reprefented it no ways to 
my difadvantage. However, thefe weré not 
the qualifications the merchant defired; what 
he wanted was a perfon who was a {cholar, 
and could give him an account of the arts 
and fciences, laws, cuftoms, &c, of the 
Chriftians, This the pirate affured him I 
could do; that I was an European Chri- 
flian, anda {cholar, as he guefled by my 
ges and writings; that: I underftood na- 
gation, geog! bike, aftronomy, and feve- 
es oe. {ciences. I was out of counte- 
nance.to hear him talk fo, for though I had 
as much knowledge of thofe ian cés. is 
could be expected rand one of my years, 
yet my age would not permit me to be ma- 
fet of a but. only to have the firit prin- 
les, by which I might improve myfelf 
Be sain 
(Secretary. ‘The inquifitors demurred a 
little at this, fearing he might be addict- 
ed to judicial aftrology ; : bie confidering 
he had gone through a courfe of philofo- 
phy, and was defined for the fea, they 
knew he was obliged to have fome thao ¥ 
ledge in thofe {ciences. ] 

The pirate told hin, I had fome fkill in 
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mufick and painting, havi feen fome in- . 


ftruments and bidh a of thofe arts among 
my effe ts, and afked me if it were not fo. 
1 told him, all young gentlemen cf hi- 
beral education in my country, learnt thefe 
arts, 
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arts, and that I hada competent knowledge 
and genius that way. This determined the 
merchant to purchafe me. When they 
came tothe price, the pirate demanded forty’ 
ounces of native gold, and three of thofe 
filk carpets, he faw there with him, to make 
a prefent to the Grand Signior. The mer-: 
chant agreed with him at the firt word ; 
only demanded all the books, globes, ma- 
thematical inftruments, and, in fine, what- 
ever remained of my effects, into the bargain: 
the pirate agreed to this, as eafily as the 
other did to the price; fo, upon performance 
of articles on both fides. 1 was delivered’ to 
him. As foon as I was put into his power, 
he embraced me with a great deal of tender- 
nefs, faying, I {hould not repent my change 
of life, His attendants came up to me, and 
embraced me in the fame manner, calling 
me, brother and expreffing a great deal of 
joy for having me of their company. The 
merchant bid them take me down to the 
Caravanfera or inn, that I might refreth 
- myfelf, and change my habit to the fame as 
they wore. I was very much furprized at 
fuch unexpected civilities from {trangers, 
But, before I went, I turned to the pirate, 
and faid to him with an air, that made the 
merchant put on’ a very thoughtful look, 
that I thanked him for keeping his promife 
in faving my life; but added, that though 
the fortune of war had put it in his power 

to 
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to fell me like’a beaft inthe market, it might 
be in mine fome time or other to render the 
like kindnefs. Then turning to the lady’s 
officer, who had been my guardian fo faith- 
fully, and embracing him with all imagina- 
ble tendernefs, I begged him to pay my beft 
re{pects to my fair deliverer ; and affure her, 
that I thould efteem it the greateft happinets 
to be one day able to make a return for fo 
unparalleled a favour, though it were at the 
expence of that life fhe had fo generoufly 
faved. So we parted, the pirate grumbling 
a little within himfelf; and I in an amazing 
fufpenfe, to know what was likely to be- 
come of me, As they were conducting me 
to the Caravanfera where they lodged, I 


was full of the forrowful reflection, that I 
was ftill a flave, though I had changed my 
mafter : but my companions, who wer 
fome of the handfomeft young men 

faw in life, comforted me with the 


: 
endearing words, telling me, that I nee 
nothing; that I fhould efteem mytfelf 
of the happieft men in the world, when 
they were arrived fafe in their own country 
which they hoped would be before long ; 
that I fhould then be as free as they’ were, 
and follow what employment of life my in- 
clinations led me -to, without any reftraint 
whatfoever. In fine, their difcoutfe filled 
we with frefi amazement, and gave me at 
the 
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the fame time. an eager longing to fee the 
event.. I perceived they did not keep any 
{tri guard on me ; that I verily, believed | 
could eafily have given them the flip; and 
might have gotten fome Armenian Chriftian 
to.conceal me, till I fhould find an opportu- 
nity of returning into my. own Country. 
Bat, having loft all my effects, I thought 
Icould fcarce. be in .a worfe condition, 
and was refolved to run all hazards, 
When I came to the houfe, I was ftruck 
with wonder at the magnificence of it, 
efpecially at the richnefs of the furniture, 
It was. one of the bef: in al] Grand Cairo, 
though built low according to the cuftom of 
the country. It feems they always fiaid a 
year before they returned into their own 
country, and {pared no coft to make their 
banifhment, as they called it, as ealy as they 
could, I. was entertained with all the Tare 
ties of Egypt ; the mott delicious fruits, and 
the richeft Greek -and Afiatick wines that 
could be tafted ; by which I faw they were 
not Mahometans. Not knowing what to 
make of them, I afked them who they 
were; of what country, what fe& and pro- 
feflion, and the like. They {miled at my 
queftions, and told me they were children 
of the Sun, and were called Mezoranians ; 
which was as unintelligible to me as all the 
reft, But their country, they told me, I 
Should fee in a few months, and bid me afk 

no 
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ho further queftions. Prefently my matter 
came in, and embracing me, once more bid 
mé welcome, ‘with fuch an engaging affabi- 
lity; as rernoved almoft all my fears.) But 
what followed, filled me with the ufmott 
furprize. «Young man, {aid he, by the laws 
of thiscountry you are mine; I have bought 
you at a very high price, and would give 
twice as much for you, if it were to be done 
again : but (continued he, with a more fe- 
rious air) 1 know no juft laws in the uni- 
verfe, that can make a free-born man be- 
come @ flave to one of his own fpecies, If 
you will voluntarily go along with us, you 
fhall enjoy as much freedom as I do my 
felf + You {hall be exempt from all the bar- 
barous laws of thefe inhuman countries, 
whofe brutal'cuftoms are a reproach to the 
dignity of a rational creature, and with 
whom we have no commerce, but to enquire 
after artsand fciences, which may contribut 

to the common benefit of our people. We 
are bleft with the moft opulent country in 
the world: we leave it to your choice, to go 
along with us, or not; if the latter, I here 
give you your liberty, and reftore.to you all 
that remains of your effects, with what af- 
fiftance you want to carry you back again 
into your own country. Only,: this I muft 
tell you, if you go with us, tis likely you 


will never-come back again, or perhaps de-: 


fire it’ Here he topped, and obferved my 
counte- 
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countenance with a: great deal of. attention. 
I was ftruck with fuch admiration of ‘his ge- 
nerofity,: together with the. fentiments. of 
joy for my unexpected liberty, and gratitude 
to my benefactor, coming into my mind all 
at once, that I had as much difficulty to be- 
heve what I heard, as your Reverences may 
now have at the relation of it, till the fequel 
informs you of the reafons for fuch unheard 
of proceedings. Onthe one hand, the natu- 
ral defire of liberty prompted me.to accept 
my freedom ; onthe other, 1 confidered my 
{hattered fortune; that I wasleftin a firange 
country fo far from home, among Turks and 
Infidels; the ardour of youth excited me to 
pufh my fortune. The account, of fo glo- 
rious, though unknown country, firred up 
my curiolity ; 1 faw gold was the leaft part 
of the riches of thefe people, who appeared 
to me the moft civilized I ever faw. in my 
life ;~ but above all; the fenfe.of what I 
owed to fo noble a benefactor, who I faw 
defired it, and had me as. much in_his 
power now, as he could have afterwards. 
Thefe confiderations almoft determined me 
to goalong with him. I had continued lon- 
ger thus irrefolute, and fluctuating between 
{o many different thoughts, if. he had not 
brought me to myfelf, by faying, What fay 
you, young man, to my propofal? I ftarted 
out of my_reveries, as if { had awaked from 
areal dream ; and making a moft profound 

reve- 
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reverence, My lord, faid I, or rather my 
father and deliverer, I am yours by all the 
tics of gratitude a human heart is capa- 
ble of ; I refign my felf to your conduét, 
and will follow you to the end of the 
world. ‘This I faid with fuch emotion of 
‘fpirit, that I believe he faw into my very 
foul ; for embracing me once more with a 
moft inexpreffible tendernefs, I adopt you, 
faid‘he, for my fon; and thefe are your bro- 
thers, pointing to his two young compani- 
ons; all Trequire of you is, that you live as 
fuch, Here, reverend Fathers, I muft 


confefs one of the greateft faults I ever did - 


in my life: I never confidered whether 
thefé’men were epee or Heathens: I 
engaged my felf witha people, whereI could 
never have the exercife of my religion, al- 
though T always preferved it in my heart. 
But, what could be expeCted from a daring 
young man, juft in the heat of his youth, 
who Had’lo@’- all his fortu: ne, and had fucha 
orious profpeét offered him “for retrieving 
fe aay ae after this, he gave orders ta 
hié attendants to withdraw, as if he intend- 
ed to fay fomething to me in private ; 
they obeyed immediately with a filial refpedt, 
ag if they had indeed been his fons, but they 
they were not; I only mention it to thew 
the nature of the people I was engaged with: 
then taking me by the hand he made me fit 
down by him,. and afked me if it were really 
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true, as the pirate informed him, that I was 
an European Chriftian? ‘Though, added he, 
be what you will, I do not repent my buy- 
ing of you : I told him I was, and in that 
_ belief would liveand die, So you may, faid 

he, (feeming pleafed at my anfwer.) But I 
have not yet met with any of that part of 
“the world, who feemed to have the difpofi- 
tions of mind, I think I fee in you, look- 
ing at the lineaments of my face with a great 
deal of earneftnefs, I have been informed, 
continued he, that your laws are not like 
barbarous Turks, whofe government is made 
up of tyranny and brutality, governing all 
by fear and force, and making flaves of all 
who fall.under their power. Whereas the 
European Chrifitans, as I am told, are g0-~ 
verned by a divine law, thar teaches them to 
do good to all, injury to none ; particularly 
not to kill and deftroy their own {pecies ; 
nor to. fteal, cheat, over-reach, or defraud 
any one of their juft due ; but to do in all 
things juft as they would be done by; look. 
ing on ail men as common brothers of the 
fame flock, and behaving with juftice and 
equity in all their actions public and private, 
as if they were to give an account to the uni- 
verfal lord.and father of all. I told him 
our law did really teach and command us to 
do fo; but that very few lived up. to this 
law ; that we were obliged to have recourfe 
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what we acknowledged otherwife to be a 
duty: that if it were not for the fear of 
fuch punifhments, the greateft orate of them 
would be worfe Bian the very Turks he men= 
tioned. He feemed ftrangely furprized at 
this. What, fays he, can any one do in 
private, what his own reafon and folemn 
profeffion condemns ? Then addre encgaris 
felf to me in a more particular manner 
Do you profefs this jut and holy law ph 
mentioned? I told him, I did: then, fays 
he, do but live up to your own law, and we 
require no more of you‘, Here he made a 
little 


4 Jf it appear incredible to any one, that Heathens, as thefe 
People were, fhould have fuch ftri€t Ideas of morality and 
juftice, when they fee {uch horrid injuitice, frauds and op- 
preffions among Chrifizans, let them confider firlt, that the 
law. and light of nature will never be entirely extinguithed ut 
any who do not fhut their eyes againit it ; but that oe would 
eiteem the injuries they do to pede without any fcruple, to 
be very great hardfhips if done to themfelves: they have 
therefore the ideas of juftice and equity imprinted in their 
minds, however ob{curred by their wicked lives. - —2aly, 
Let them read the celebrated. bifhop of Meaux’s Univerfal 
Hiftory pt. iii, of the morals and equity of the antient Egyp- 
tians under their great king Sefoffris, or about that time. 

3dly, Not only the lives and maxims of the firft Hea. 
then philofophers, afford us very juit rules of morality, but 
there are alfo fragments of antient hiftory, from ‘the earlieft 
times, of whole Heathen nations, whofe lives would make 
Chriftians blufh at their own immoralities, if they. were not 
hardened in them. ‘The people of Cofches, whom the great 
Bochart, in his Phaleg, proves to have been a colony of antient 
Egyptians, as will be feen in the fequel of thefe memoirs, or 
the antient inhabitants of Pontus, who come from them, were 
according to Homer the moft juli of men, 
Papo 
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little poife-with his ftaff, at which two of 
his-attendants came in: he afked them if 
my effects were come from the pirate, Be- 
ing anfwered, they were ; he ordered them 
to be brought in, and examined them very 
nicely. There were among them fome pic= 
tures of my own drawing, a repeating watch, 
two compafs boxes, one of them very curi- 
tioufly wrought in ivory and gold, which 
had been my. great grandfather’s, given him 
by Venerio; a fet of mathematical inftru- 
ments, draughts of {tatuary and architecture 
by the beft mafters ; with all which he feem- 
edvextremely pleafed. After he had exa- 
‘mined them with a great deal of admiration, 
he ordered one of his attendants to reach 
him a cabinet full of gold ; he opened it to 
me and faid, Young man, I not only reftore 
all your effects here prefent, having no right 
to any thing that belongs to another man, 
but once more offer you your liberty, and as 
much of this gold, as you think fuficient 
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Milk-eaters the moft juft of men. Hom. Z/. K. 


Cheerilus in Xerxis Diabafi apud Bochart, {peaking of the 
‘Scythians on the Exxine fea, fays Nociduv noav dara Abead- 
wav voir, they were a colony of the Nomades, a juft people. 

Strabo fays, that Anacharfis and Abaris, both Scythians, 
efteemed by the antient Greeks, for their peculiar and national 
affability,, probity, and juflice: $21 sed) ewe xe—ourdtlion 
imiPawvoy svnoriac, x) reradant®., + Sixccroovyns. And Nicholaus 
Dama/fcenus, of the Galasophagi, ciz) & xy dixcceiolollor, they are 
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to carry ‘you home, and ‘take you live eafy 
all your life’ T'was a little out ‘of ‘counte+ 
nance, ‘imagining what I faidof the ill morals 
of the Chrifiians, had’ made him. afraid \to 
take me’ along with him. I told him, I 
valued nothing now fo much as his compa- 
ny, and begged him not ‘only to let'me>go 
along with him, but that he would be 
pleated to accept whatever he-faw of mine 
there before him’: Adding, that I efteerned 
it the greateft happinefs, to be able to make 
fome {mall recompence for the obligations T 
owed him. Ido accept of it, fays hey and 
take you folemnly into my care: go'along 
with thefé young men, and enjoy your ‘li- 
berty in effect, which I have hitherto only 
siven you in words. Here fome of his'elder 
companions coming in, as if ‘they’ were? to 
confult about bufinefs'; the young men “and 
myfelf went to walk the town for our ‘diver- 
fion. Your Reveretices may be “fure, I 
obferved all the actions of thefe new’ peo- 
ple, with the greateft attention my age was 
capable of. ‘They feemed not only to have 
a horror of the barbarous manners and ‘vices 
of the Turks, but even a contempt of all the 
pleafures and diverfions of the country. 
Their whole bufinefs was'to inforny'them- 
felves of what they thought might be: an 
improvement in their own country, parti- 
cularly-in arts and trades, and whatever cu- 
fiofities were brought from foreign> parts ; 
i fetting 
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fetting down. their obfervations of . every 
thing.of moment. They had mafters of the 
country at fet hours to teach them the Tur- 
kifhand Perfian languages, in which I en- 
deavoured to perfect myself along with them. 
Though they feemed to be the. moft moral 
men.in the world, I could obferve no figns 
of religion in them, till a certain occafion 
that happened to usin our voyage, of which 
I fhall{peak to, your Reverences in its: proper 
place... This was the only point they were 
fhy.in; they,gave me the reafons for it af- 
terwards; but their behaviour was the moft 
candidand-fincere in other.matters that can 
be: imagined. We lived thus in the, most 
perfect union all the time we ftaid at Grand 
Cairo; and lenjoyed the fame liberty that I 
could have had in J¢a/y : All I remarked in 
them, was an, uneafineis they exprefied to be 
fo, long, out of, their own country.; but they 
comforted themfelves with the thought it 
would, not-be long, I cannot omit. one 
obfervation I made of thefe young men’s 
conduct while we ftaid in Egypt. -They 
were all about my own age, {trong and vi- 
gorous, and the handfomeft race of people, 
perhaps, the world ever produced: we were 
in the moft voluptuous and lewd town in 
the whole Eaffern empire ; the young wo- 
men feemed ready to devour us as we went 
along the ftreets. Yet I never could percive 
in the young man the leaft propenfity of lewd- 

Da ues, 
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nefs, Limputed it at firft to the apprehen- 
fion of my. being in their company, anda 
ftranger; but I. foon found. they acted. by 
principle,..As young men are apt to. encou- 
rage, or rather corrupt one another, I own 
I could not, forbear expreffing my wonder at 
it. They feemed furprized at. the thought; 
but the reafons they gave were as much out 
of our common way of. thinking, as their 
behaviour... They told me, for the firft vea- 
fon, that all the women they faw were either 
married ; or particular men’s daughters ;. or 
common. As to married women, they faid, 
it was fuch.a heinous piece of injuftice.to 
violate. the marriage-bed,, that every, man 
living would look upon it as the greateft in- 
jury done to himfelf: how could they there- 
fore in reafon do it to another >? If. they .were 
daughters. of . particular men, bred. up.with 
fo much care and folicitude of their, parents, 
-what a terrible affiction muftit be to them, 
cr to ourfelyes, to fee our daughters.or fifters 
violated and corrupted, after all, our, care.to 
the contrary ; and thistoo, perhaps, by thofe 
we had cherifhed in our own bofoms?:, If 
common ftrumpets, whatrational man,could 
look on them otherwife than brute beafts, to 
proftitute. themfelves, to, every {tranger, for 
hire? Befides,. their abandoned lewdnels ge- 
neraily defeats the great defign of nature to 
propagate the fpecies ;.or by. their impure 
embraces, fuch diforders may be contracted, 
as 
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as to make us hereafter, at beft, but fathers 
of a weak and fickly offspring. ‘And if we 
fhould have children by them, what would 
become. of our fathers grand-children ?# But 
_ what ’man'who had the leaft fenfe of ‘the 
dignity of his own birth, would’ flain his 
race, and give birth to fuch a wretched breed, 
and then leave them expofed to, want and 
infamy ? This they faid chiefly ‘with’ refé- 
" rence to the vaft ideas they had of their own 
nation, valuing themfelves above ‘all other 
. people ; though the confideration’ holds 
good with all men, I own, I was’ mute at 

_ thefe ‘reafons, and could not fay but’ they 
were very juft, though the warmth of my. 
youth had hindered me from refle@ting on 
them before. Thefe reflections appeared ‘fo 
extraordinary in young men, and even Hea- 
thems, that I fhall never forget them.— 
_ Some time after, I found by their diligence 
in fettling their affairs, and the chearfulnef 
of their countenances, that they expected to 
leave Egypt very foon ;. they feemed to wait 
for nothing but orders from their gover- 
nor. In the mean time there happened an 
accident to me, fcarce fit indeed for your Re- 
verences to hear; nor fhould I ever have 
thought of relating it, had you not laid your 
commands on me to give an exact account 
of my whole life. Befides, that it is inter- 
woven with fome of the chief occurrences 
of my life in the latter part of it. © Our ge. 
| D 3 vernor, 
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vernor, whom they called Popbar,” which 
“in their language fignifies Father of his peo- 
ple, and by which name I hall always call 
him hereafter, looking at his Ephemeris, 
which he did very frequently, found by com- 
putation, that he had ftill fome time left to 
{tay in the country, and refolved to go down 
once more to Alexandria, to fee if he could 
meet with any more European curiofities, 
biought by the merchant fhips that are per- 
petvally coming at that feafon into the port. 
He took only two of the young men and me 
along with him, to fhew me, as he’ faid, 
that I was entirely at my liberty, fince I 
might eafily find fome fhip or other to carry 
‘me into my own country ; and I, on the 
other hand, to convince him of the fincerity 
of my intentions, generally kept in his com- 
pany. The affair I am going to fpeak of, 
foon gave him full proof of my fince- 
rity. 


While we were walking in the publick © 


; places to view the feveral goods and curiofi- 


ties. that were brought from different parts 9 
b] (ae ‘ 


ara Sie 


of the world, it happened that the baffa of @ 


Grand Cairo, with allhis family, was come 
to Alexandria on the fame account; as 
wellas to buy fome young female flaves. 


His. wife and, daughter were then ..both | 


with him: the wife was one of the Grand 


fy 


Sicnior’s fifters, feemingly about thirty, and 
a wonderful fne woman. ‘The daughter 


wag 
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was about fixteen, of fuch exquifite beauty, 
and. lovely TE as were fufticient to 
charm,,the greateft prince in the world *. 
When, perceived them he, the Pophar, who 
naturally abhorred the Turks, kept off, as if 
he were treating privately with fome mer- 
chants... But J, being young and inconfide- 
rate, ftood gazing, though at a refpectful 
ditance, at the bafla’s beautiful daughter, 
from no other motive but mere. curiofity. 
She had. her eyes fixed on my companions 
and me at the fame time, and, as I fuppo- 
fed,.on. the fame-account,.. Her drefs was 
fo. magnificent, and her perfon fo charming, 
.that.I. thought her the moft beautiful crea- 
ture [ had.ever feen in my life. If Icould 
have forefeen the troubles which that fhort 
interview was to coit both the Pophar and 
mydelf, I fhould have chofen rather to have 
looked on the moft hideous monfter. IT ob- 
ferved that the young lady, with a particu- 
lar fortof emotion, whilpered fomething to 
anelderly woman that attended her, aid 
that this laft did the fame to a page, who im- 
mediately went to two natives of the place, 
whom the Pophar ufed to hire to carry his 
things: this was to enquire of them who we 


* N.B. The bafla of Grand Cairo is one of the greateft 
officers in the Turkifp empire, and the moft indep ondenit of any 
fubjec& in Turky 3 it's cuftomary. for the fultans to give their 
daughters in marriage to fuch perfons ; but they are often dif- 
liked by their hufbands, on account of their imperiqus be- 
haviour. 
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were, They, as appeared by the ‘event, 
told them, that I was a young flave lately 
bought by the Pophar. After a while, the 
bala with his train wentaway, and I, for my 
part, thought no more of the matter. The 
next day, as the Pophar and we were walk- 
ing in one of the publick gardens ; a little 
elderly man, like an eunuch, with a moft 
beautiful youth along with him, having 
doveed us toa private part of the walks, 
cdmeé up tous, and addrefling themfelves to 
the Pophar, afked him what he would take 
for his “young flave, pointing at me, be- 
caufe the bafla defired to buy him. The 


Pophar feémed to be more furprized at this 
P 


unexpected queftion, than I ever obferved 


him at any thing before, which confirmed’ 


me mote and more-in the opinion of the 


kindnefs he had for me. But foon coming 


to himfelf, as he: was a man’ of great pre- 
fence of mind; he faid very calmly, that I 
was no flave ; nor a perfon to be fold: for 
any price, finte I was as free as he was. 
‘Taking this for a pretext to enhance ‘the 
price, they: produced fome oriental»pearls 
with other jewels of immenfe value; -and 
bid him name what he would have; and it 
fhould be paid immediately : adding, that T 
was to be'the companion of: the’ baffa’s 
fon, where I might make my fortune for 
ever, if I would'go along with them, The 
Popbar per fitted in his fir anfwer, and faid 

| he 
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he hadsno-power over me: they alledged,.I 
had-been: bought, as a flave, but) a little, be+ 
fore; in the Grand Signior’s dominions, and 
they would have me. Here IL. interpofed, 
and ‘anfwered -britk! ly, that thongh I had 
been taken. prifoner by the chance of war, 
Iwas no flave, nor would 1 part with my 
liberty but at the. price of my. life, The 
baffa’s fon, for fo he now declared himfelé 
to be, inftead of being angry at my refolute 
anfwer, replied with a moft agreeable {mile, 
that I {hould be as free as he was; making 
atthe fame time the moft. folemn proteftati- 
ons by his holy A/coran, that our lives and 
deaths fhould be infeparable.. Though there: 
was fomething in his words the moft per- 
fuafive | ever felt; yet.confidering the ob- 
ligations I had to the Popbar, I was refolved 
not to go; but anfwered witha moft refpeG- 
fullbow, that though I was free by nature, 
I had indifpenfable obligaticns not to go 
with him, and hoped he would take it for a 
determinate anfwer. I pronounced this 
with -fuch a refolute air, as made him fee 
there was no hopes. Whether his defire was 
more enflamed by my denial, or whether 

they took us for perfons of greater note 
than we appeared to be, I-cannot tell; but 
I obferved: he put on avery la nguithing air, 
with tears ftealing down his cheeks, which 
moved me to a degree I cannot exprefs, I 
was {carce capable of fpeaking, but. caft 
| * down 
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down my: ‘eyes, and’: {tood »as/oimmove- 
able as a ftatue)» "This feemed to revive his 
hopes s:and recovering himfelf a littley with 
ai trembling: votce: he replied ; Suppofe’ it 
be the bafla’s sare atire you fay yefterday, 
that defires to have you for her attendant, 
what will you fay then? I ftarted at this, 
and cafting my eyes on hin moré atten- 
tively, I faw him {wimming in tears, witha 
tenderne({s enough to pierce the hardeft heart. 
I looked at the Pophar, who I faw was 
trembling. for me; and feared, it. was the 
daughter herfelf that afked me the queftion. 
IT was foon put out of doubt, for fhe, find- 
ing fhe had gone too far to go back, difco- 
vered herfelf, and faid, I Fai go along 
with her, or one of us eal die. *,— I hope 
your 


k Bove adventures are not the defign of thefe memoirs, as 
will sappear by the reft of his life : otherwife, this account of 
the baffa’s daughter, had like to have made me lay down my 
pen, without troubling myfelf to write any farther :remark. 
But, when } confidered; the man is no fool, let.him be what 
he will, nor could defign to embellith his hiftory by, this ex- 
Sean aiten} ry adventure, ie like the former, and jak upon the 
back of it, Tam inclined to believe he wrote the: matter of 
fac jul asit-happened.. More.u unagcountablejaccidents than 
this have happened. to fome men. 
The amorous temper of the Turki ladies, ebecieby at 
Grand Cairo, where the women<are the moft voluptuous in 
the world, and the furprizing beauty of this young. man, who, 
the fecretary fays, ‘hasothe nobleit prefence he ever faws even 
at that-age, might eafily charm a.wanton giddy. girl at the 
fir A fight. Befices, fe was informed he was a dlave, and 
night think the could have puerciaat him for her;private gal- 
lar ee 3 0F might be encopraged in it by theluftful elderly Wo- 
Man iat. antented | HEL. Such h thir nes have been d done befor <e] 
now j 


a a 
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your  Reverences will excufe this:account I 
give of myfelf, which nothing fhould have 
drawn from me, though it is literally true, 
but your exprefs commands to tell the whole 
hiftory of my life—The perplexity: I-was 
‘in cannot be imagined; I confidered thewas 


now ; but when fhe came nearer to the- tempting obje@; and 
found him to be fomething more noble than fhe expected, her 
paflion might thereby grow to the higheft pitch. 

Extraordinary beauty, in either fex, is oftentimes a great 
misfortune ; fince it frequently leads them. into very. great) fol- 
lies and even difatters. What will not heedlefs youth do, 
when fired with flattery or charms? Tis‘no new thing for wo- 
mento fall in love at firft fight, as well as men, and-on as,un- 
equal terms ; in fpight of all reafons and confiderations to the 
contrary. I believe there may be men in the world, as charm- 
ing in the eyes of women, as ever the fair Helen appeared to 
the men. ‘The almoft incredible cataftrophes, canted by, her 
beauty, are fo far from being fabulous, that, befides the ac- 
count Homer gives of her, there is extant an oration of the 
famous Jfocrates De laudibus Helene, before Alexander the 
Great’s time, which gives a more amazing account of the ef- 
feéts of her beauty, than Homer does. He fays, fhe was ra- 
vithed for her beauty by the great and wife Thefeus, when the 
was but a girl. She was-afterwards courted by all the Grecian 
princes; and, after her marrage, was carried from Europe in- 
to Afia by the beautiful Pars ; which kindled the fir war, 
that is recorded in hiftory to have been made in thofe parts of 
the world. Yet notwithftanding that falfe and fatal flep, her 
beauty reconciled her to her hufband. The fight of fome men 
may have as violent effects on women. 

It is poffible the young lady would have been very angry 
with any one, who fhould have perfwaded fignor Gaudentio to 
do as he did; yet in effect it was the greateit kindnefs: For 
this very lady, fome time after, became miflrefs of the whole 
Ottoman empire. Whereas if fhe had ran away with him, as 
the violence of her paffion fuggefted, they had both of them 
been inevitably miferable. Nocwithftanding all thefe reafons, 
J fhould not have believed this fiory, if 1 had not examined 
fome other facts, which, he faid, happened to him at Venice, 
as incredible as this, and found them to be really true. 

a Lurk, 
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a Turk, and Ia Chriffian ; that my death 
mutt certainly be the confequence of fuch a 
rath affair, were I to engage in it; that 
whether fhe concealed me in her father’s 
court, or attempted to go off with me, it 
was ten thoufand to one, we fhould both 
be facrificed: neither could the violence of 
fuch a fudden pafiion ever be concealed from 
the baffa’s fpies. In a word I was refolved 
not to go; but how to get off was the dif_fi- 
culty. I faw the moft beautiful crea- 
ture in the world in all tears before me, af- 
ter a declaration of love, that exceeded the 
moit romantic tales; youth, love, and beau- 
ty, and even an inclination on my fide, 
pleaded her caufe. . But at length the confi- 
deration of the endlefs miferies I was likely 
to draw on the young lady, fhould I com- 
ply with what fhe defired, prevailed above 
all other. I wasrefolved to refufe, for her 
fake more than my own, and was juft going 
to tell her fo on my knees, with all the ar- 
guments my reafon could fuggeft to appeafe 
her ; when an attendant came running in 
hafte to the other perfon, who was alfoa 
woman, and told her the bafla was coming 
that way. She was roufed out of her le- 
thargy at this. The other woman, imme- 
diately f{natched her away, as the Pophar 
did me; and fhe-had only time to call out 
with a threat, Think better on it, or die, 

| J was 
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IT was no fooner out of her fight, but I found 
a thoufand reafons for whet I did, more 
than I could think of before, while the en- 
chanting object was before my eyes, I faw 
the madnefs of that paffion which forced 
the moft charming perfon of the Oftoman 
empire, capable by vy ben ee to conquer 
the Grand Signior himfelf, to make a decla- 
ration of love, fo contrary tothe nature and 
modefty of her fex, 2 as eg as her quality 

and dignity, and ready to facrifice her repu- 
Ae the duty fhe ide a parents, her 
liberty »,pethaps her lif ey for.an unkn own 
eye who had been a flave but fome time 
before. J faw.on the other a ys that had 
Tcomplied with the fair Biases propofal, 
I'muft have run the rifgue.of lofing my re- 
ligion, or dife, or rather both 


bh, with acreage 
se, chain.of hidden misfortunes, likely ‘to 
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me,,..this. unfortunate 
not end fo,..but chat it_ might 
our. lives, and fomething elfe 

lcar. to. .him, He feared.fo 
would..draw on, other. ex- 
onfidering the wicked- 
and the patel t} yranny 
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that we muft make off as faft.as we coulds 
and, having fo many {pies upon us, ule po- 
licy as belll as.ex pedition. According! iy he 
went down directly to the port, «and jhiredia 
fhip|in ithe moft) public manner to go for 
Cyprus, paid the whole freight/on the {po 
and told them they muft neceflarily fa: 
evening. We fhould actually have duh as 
had not our companions and effects obliged 
us toreturn to Grand Cairo; but shied of 
embarking for Cyprus, he called afide the 
mafter of the veffel, who was: of his: ac- 
quaintance, and for a good round fum, pri- 
vately agreed with him to fail out ie the 
port, as if we were really on board, while the 
Popbar hired aboat for us at the otherend, of 
the town; in which we went that night di- 
rectly for Grand Cairo, As foon asswe 
were arrived there, we enquired how long 
it would be before se bafla returned to lane 
city. They told us it would be about a 
fortnight at fooneft ; this gave the Pophar 
time to pay off his houfe, pack up his ef- 
fects, and get all things ready for his great 
voyage; but he ftill had greater apprehen- 
fionsin his looks than ever I remarkedin him. 
However, he told us, he hoped the affair 
would end well. In five days timeall things 
were in readinefs for our departure, We 
fet out a little before fun-fet as is cufto- 
mory in thofe countries, and marched but a 
flow pace whilft we were near the town, to 
avoid 
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avoid any fufpicion of flights: After: we had 
travelled thus about ‘a league up bythe fide 
of the river) Nile, the Pophar. leading the 
van, and the reft following ina pretty long 
firing after him, we met five or fix men 
coming down the river-fide om: horfeback; 
whofe fine turbans and. ‘habits > fhew- 
ed they were pages, or attendants of fome 
great perfon. © The Popbar:turnedcoff from 
the river, as:if it were to give’ them way: 
and they pafled on very civilly without feems 
ing totakeany further notice of us. I wasithe 
hindmoft butone of our train, having ftaid:to 
give our dromedaries fome water, Soon after 
thefe,; came two ladies riding on little Aras 
bian jennets, with prodigious rich furniture, 
by which I gueffed them tovbe perfons of 
‘quality, and the others gone before to be 
their attendants,.. They were’ not quiteover | 
againft where I. was, when the! jennet of 
the younger of the two ladies began to fnort 
and ftart at our dromedaries, and became {o 
unruly, | that l apprehended fhe could fearce 
fit chim. At that inftant, one of the led 
dromedaries coming pretty near, that and the 
ruftling of its loading, fo frightedthe jennet, 
that he gavea: bound all on a:fudden,, and 
being onthe! mfideof us towardsithe river, 
he ram: fullofpeed towards the edge of 
the bank, where'not being able to {tap ‘his 
career, he flewodiretly offothe precipice in- 
to the river, withthe lady full fitting him); 

obutsthe violence of the leap threw her off 
tyro 
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two or three yards into the water., It hap- . 


pened very luckily that there was a» little 
* ¥land juft by where fhe-fell; and hercloaths 
<eeping her up for fome minutes, the ftream 
carried her againft fome ftakes that ftood 
jaft above the water, which -catched hold 
of her cloaths, and held her there. The 
fhrieks of the other lady brought the nigheft 
attendants up to us; but thofe ‘fearful 
wretches durft not venture into the river to 
hervaffittance, I jumped off my drome- 
dary with indignation, and throwing off my 
loofe garment and fandals, {warm to her, 
and with much difficulty getting hold of 
her hand, and loofing her garments from the 
fiakes, I made a fhift. to draw her a-crofs 
the ftream, “till I brought her to lands She 
was’ quite fenfelefs for fome time, I held 
down her head, which 1 had not yet look 
ed ‘at, to make her difgorge the water fhe 
had fwallowed ; but I was foon ftruck with 
a double furprize, when I looked at. her 
face, to find it was the bafla’s daughter, 
and to fee her in that place, whom I thought 
Thad left at Alexandria. After fome time, 
fhe came to herfelf, and looking fixed on me 
a good while, ‘her fenfes not being entirely 
recoveted, at laft fhe cried out, « O Maho- 
met, muftl owe my life to thisman !” and 
fainted away,” The other lady who, was 
her confident, with a great deal of pains 
brought her to-herfelf again 5 we raifed her 

5 up, 
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up, and endeavoured to comfort her as well 
as we could: No, fays fhe, throw me into 
the river once more; let me not be obliged 
to a Barbarian for whom Ihave done too 
much already. I told: her in the moft ref= 
pectful terms I could think of, that provi- 
dence had ordered it fo, that I might make 
fome recompence for the undeferved obliga: 
tions fhe had laid on me; that I had too 
great value for her merit, ever to make her 
miferable, ‘by loving’a flave, fuch as I was, 
a ftranger, a Chrifizan, and: one who had 
indifpenfable obligations to act as I did. She 
ftartled a little at what I faid ; but after a 
fhort recollection anfwered, whether you 
area flave, an infidel, or whatever you pleafe, 
you are one of the moft generous men in 
the world. I fuppofe your obligations are 
on account of fome more happy woman 
than myfelf ; but fince I owe my life to 
you, I am refolved not to make you un- 
happy, any- more than you do me, I not 
only pardon you, but am convinced «my 
pretenfions are both unjuft, and againit my 
own honour. She faid. this with an air-be- 
coming her quality : fhe was much more at 
eafe, when I affured her I was engaged to 
no woman in the world; but that her me- 
mory fhould be ever dear to me, and im- 
printed in my heart till my laft breath, 
Here ten ora dozen armed Turks came up- 
on us full fpeed from the town, and feeing 

i the 
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the Pophar and his companions, ‘they ‘cried 
out, ftop villains, we arreft you in the name 
of the Baffa. At this we ftarted up to fee 
what was the matter, when the lady who 
knew them, bid me not be afraid ; that 
fhe had ordered thefe men to purfue me, 
when fhe left Alexandria, That hearing 
we were fled off by fea, fhe pretended fick- 
nefs, and.afked leave of her father to return to 
Cairo, there to bemoan her misfortune with 
her confidant ; and was im thofe melan- 
cholly Aitirene when the late accident 
happened to her. That fhe fuppofed thefe 
men had difcovered the trick we had plaid 
them in not going by fea, and on better in- 
formation had purfued. us this way. So fhe 
difmiffed them immediately. I was all this 
while in one of the greateft agonies that can 
be exprefled, both for fear of my own refo- 
lutions and hers: fo I begged her to retire, 
left her wet cloaths fhould endanger her 
health. I fhould not have been able to pro- 
nounce thefe words, if the Pophar had not 
cafta look at me, which pierced me through, 
and made me fec the danger I was in by my 
delay. Her refolutions now feemed to be 
_ftronger than mine. She puffed. of this 
‘Jewel, your Reverences fee on my finger, 
and juft faid, with tears trickling down her 
beautiful chedks : take this, and adieu! She 
then pulled her companion away, and never 
looked at me more, I ftood amazed, al- 
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moft without life or motion in me, and can- 
not. tell how long I might have continued {o, 
ifthe. Pophar had not come and congratu- 
Jated me for my deliverance, I told him, I 
did not know what he meant by deliverance, 
for.J did not know whether I was alive or 
dead, and that I was afraid he would repent 
his buying of me, if I procured. him any 
more of thefe adventures? If we meet with 
no, worfe than thefe, fays he, we are well 
enough ; no victory can be gained without 
fome lofs. So he awakened me out of my 
lethargy, and commanded us to make the 
beft of our way. 

Though the Pophar was uneafy to be out 
of the reach of the fair lady and her faith- 
lefs Turks, yet he was not in any great hafte 
in the main, the prefent time for his great. 
voyage not being yet come, ‘There appear- 
ed a gaity in his countenance, that feemed 
to promife us a profperous journey. For 
my own part, though I was glad [had ef- 
caped. my dangerous enchantrefs, there was 
a heavinefs lay on my fpirits, which I could 
give no. account of ; but the thoughts of 
fuch an unknown voyage, and variety of 
places, diffipated it by degrees. We were 
eleven in number, five elderly men, and five 
young. ones, myfelf being a fuper-nume- 
rary perfon. _We were all mounted upon — 
dromedaries, which were very fine for that 
fort of creature ; they are fomething like 

| E 2 camels, 
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camels, but lefs, and much fwifter; they 
live a great while without water as the camels: 
do, which was the reafon they made ule of 
them, for the barren fands they were to pafs 
over ; though they have the fineft. horfes 
that can be feen in their, own country. 
They had five {pare ones to carry provifi- 
Ons, or to change, in cafe any one of their 
own fhould tire by the way. It was upon 
one of thefe five that I rode : We went up: 
the Ni/e, leaving it on our left-hand all the 

way, fteering our courfe direCtly for the 
upper Egypt. I prefume your Reverences 
know, that the river Nile divides Egypt in 
two parts length-ways, defcending fron: 
Abyfima with fuch an immenfe courfe, 
that the Ethzopzans faid it had no head, and 
running through the hither E¢hzopza, pours 
down upon Egypt, as the Rhine does through: 
the Spanijh Netherlands, making it one of 
the richeit countries in the univerfe., We. 
vifited all the towns on that famous river 
upwards, under pretence of merclfandizing ; 
but the true reafon of our. delay..was, . be- 
caufe the Popbar’s critical time for his ereat 
voyage was not yet come. He looked at his 
Ephemerss and notes almoft every, hour, the 
te{t of them attending his nod in the moft 
minute circumfiances. As we. approached 
the upper parts of Egypt, as nigh as I could 
suefs, over-again{t the defarts ot . Barca, 
they: 
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they began to buy provifions proper for 
their purpofe ; but particularly rice, dried 
fruits, anda fort of dried. pafte that ferved 
us for bread. They bought their provifions 
at different places, to avoid fufpicion ; and 
{ obferved they laid up a confiderable quan. 
tity, both for their dromedaries and their 
felves ; by which I found we had a long 
journey to make. When we came over- 
againft the middle coaft of the vatt defert of 
Barca, we met witha delicate clear rivulet, 
breaking out of a-rifing part of the fands, 
and making towards the Nile. Here we 
alighted, drank ourfelves, and gave our dro- 
medaries to drink as much as they would: 
Then we filled all our vefiels, made on pur- ~ 
pofe for carriage, and took in a much greater 
proportion of water than we had done pro- 
vifions, I forgot to tell your Reverences, 
that at feveral places as we pafied, they dif- 
monnted and kiffed the ground with a very 
fuperftitious devotion, and fcraped fome of 
the duft, which they put into Golden urns, 
which they had brought with them on pur- 
pofe, letting me do what I pleafed all the 
while. Thjs fort of devotion I then only 
‘guefied, but found to be true afterwards, was 
the chief occafion of their coming into thofe 
parts ; though carried on under the pretence 
of merchandizing. They did the fame in 
this place; and when all were ready, the 
Popbar looking on his papers and needle, 

E 


Ae Cried 


The oie of 


cried Gaulo Benim, which I was informed, 
was as much as to fay,.now children for our 
lives, and immediately. as he had, fteered 
South all along before, he turned fhort on 
his right-hand due Weff,.crofs the. vaft de- 
fertot Barca, as faft as his dromedary could 
well go. We had, nothing but fands and 
fky before us,,and in a few hours were al- 
moit out of danger of any one’s attempting 
to foilow.us, 

Being thus embarked, if I may fay fo, 
on this vaft ocean of fand, a thoufand_per- 
plexing thoughts came intomy mind, which 
[did not refle& on before. Behold. mein 
the midft of the inhofpitable deferts of 4/77- 
ca, where whole armies + had. often pe- 
rifhed... The further we advanced the more 
our danger:encreafed. I. was with men, 
who were not only ftrangers to .myfelf, but 
to all the word befide: ten againft one ; but 
this was not all; 1 was perfuaded now they 


i Antient hiftories give us feveral inflances of a great num- 
ber of perfons, and even whole armies, who have ‘been loft 
in the fands of Africa. Herodotus in Thaka,; fays that. Cam- 
byfes the fon of Cyrus the great, in his Expedition againft the 
Ethiopians, was brought to fuch fireights in thofe vat deferts, 
that they were forced to eat every tenth man before they could 
get back again. The other army, which he fent to deftroy 
the temple of Fupiter Hammon, wasentirely overwhelmed and 
loft in the fands: Herodot. Thalia. The Idolaters imputed it 
as a punifhment for his impiety againtt Fupiter, but it was for 
want of knowing the danger. I fuppofe very few are 
ignorant of the contrivance of Marius the Roman General, 
to get over the fands to Capfa, to feize Fugurtha’s treafure, 
whick he thought fecure. Sallu/?. de Bello Fugurthin. 


were 
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were Heathens and Idolaters: for befide 
their fuperftitious kiffing the earth in feve- 
_ yal places, I obferved they looked up to- 
wards the Suz, and feemed to addrefs their 
oraifons to that planet, glorious indeed, but 
a planet and a creature neverthelefs ; then 
[reflected on what the Pophar faid when 
bought me, that T was not likely to re- 
turn. Tis poffible, thought I, I am de- 
{tined for a human facrifice, to fome Hea- 
then’God in the midft of this vait defert, 
But not feeing any arms they had, either 
offenfive or defenfive, except their {hort 
goads to prick on their dromedaries, I 
was 2 little eafy: I had privately provided 
myfelf with two pocket piftols, and was 
refolved to defend mytelf till the laft gafp. 
Rut when I confidered that unparalelled 
juftice and humanity 1 had experienced in 
their treatment ‘of me, I was a little com- 
forted. As for the difficulty of pafling 
the deferts, I reflected that their own lives 
were as much in danger as mine ; that 
they muft have fome unknown ways of 
pafiing them over, otherwife they would 
pever expofe themfelves to fuch evident 
danger. | 8 
I fhould have told your Reverences, that 
we fet out a little before fun-fet to avoid 
the heats, “une the oth, 1688; the moon 
was about the firft quarter, and carried on 
+» the lighttill nigh dawn of day ; the glitter- 
oo EB 4 dng 


56 The Adventures of + 


ing of the fands, or rather pebbly gravel, 
in'which there were abundance of fhining 
{tones like jewels or chryftal, encreafed the 
light, that-we could fee to fteer our courfe 
by the needle very well, We went on at 
a vaft rate, the dromedaries being very 
fwift creatures ; their pace Is more running 
than galloping, much like that of a mule; 
that I verily believe, from fix a-clock in 
the evening till about ten the next day, we 
ran almoft a hundred and twenty Italian 
miles: we had neither {top or let, but fteer- 
ed our courfe in a dire@ line, like a {hip 
under fail. ‘The heats were not nigh fo 
infufferable as I expected, for though we 
faw nothing we could call a mountain. in 
thofe immenfe Bares, yet the fands, or.at 
leaft the way we fteered was very high 
ground: that as foon as we were out of 
the breath of the habitable countries, we 
had a perpetual breeze blowing full in our 
faces; yet fo uniform, that it {carce raifed 
any duft: partly becaufe, where we paffed, 
the fands were not of that {mall dufty 
kind, as in fome parts of Africa, which 
fly in clouds with the wind overwhelm- 
ing all before it, but of a more gravelly 
kind; and partly from anim perceptible dew, 
which though not fo thick as a fog, moi- 
ftened the furface of the ground. pretty 
much, A little after nine next morning 
we came to fome clumps of fhrubby trees, 

with 


Signor Gaudentio di Lucca, 57 
witha little mofs on the ground inftead of 
grafs': “here the wind fell, and the heats 
became’ very’ violent. Thé Pophar or- 
dered us to alight and pitch our tents, to 
fhelter both ourfelves and dromedaries fom 
the heats: Their tents were made of the 
fineft fort of oil’d cloth I ever faw, prodi- 
gious light and portable, yet capable of 
keeping out both rain and fun. Here we 
refrefhed ourfelves and beatts till a little af- 
ter fix;* when we fet out again, fteering 
ftill diteGily Weft as nigh as T could sucks : ; 
‘we went on thus for chiwe days and nights 
without any confiderable accident, only I 
obferved the ground feemed to rife infen- 
fibly higher, and the breezes not only 
ftronger,; but the air itfelf much cooler. 
About ten, the third day, we faw fome more 
clumps'of trees on our right-hand, which 
looked greener and thicker than the for- 
mer, as if they were the beginning of fome 
habitable vale, asin effect they were, The 
Popbar ordered us to turn that way, which 
was the only turning out of our way we 
had yet made, By the chearfulnefs of their 
countenances, I thought this might be the 
beginning of their many but I was 
very much miftaken; we had a far longer 
and more dangerous way to go, than what 
we had patted hitherto. Hien this 
was a very temarkable ftation of our voy- 
age, as your Reverences will find by the 
fequel. As we advanced, we found it to 

open 


52 The Adventures) of 


epen’.and.defcend. gradually ; till. at length 
wefaw a moft beautiful vale, full of palms, 


»dates,. oranges, and_ other fruit-trees; .en- — 


tirely unknown in thefe parts, with fach a 
refrefhing fmell from the odoriferous fhrubs, 
as filled the. whole air with perfumes * ; we 
rode into the thickeft of it as faft as we could 
to enjoy. the inviting fhade. We eafed our 
dromedaries, and took the firft, care, of 
them ; for on them all our, fafeties depend- 
ed... After he had refrefhed ourfelves, the 


,_Popbar ordered every one to. go to fleep,as 


foon.as. he. could, fince. we were. like. to. 
have but little the three following days,,1 


fhould have told. your, Reverences, , that.as 
foon as they. alighted, they fell down flat.on 
their faces and kifled. the earth, . with, a 
great, deal of feeming joy and ardour, which 
1 took, to be a congratulation for their happy 
arrival at fo hofpitable.a place, but it-wason 
a quite different account. I was the firft who 
awoke after our refrefhment ;, my thoughts 


and fears, though. much calmer than they J 


had been, would not fuffer me.to be fo fe- 
date as the reft.. Finding the, hour for de- 
parting. was not yet come, I got up, and 
walked in that delicious grove, which, was 


k The prodigious fertility.of Africa, in the vales between 
the deferts and the fkirts of it, fora great breadth towards 


the two feas, is recorded by the beft hittorians'; thonglthe 7 


ridge of it, over which our author was. conducted, and other 
particular tracts, are all covered with fands. 
fo 
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fo much the more delightfal, as the ‘déefefts 
‘we had’ pafled were dreadful and horrid’: 
I’ paffed on, defcending towards the center of 
the vale, not doubting but by the greennefs 
and fragrancy of the place, I fhould finda 
{pring of water. Thad not gone far, but l 
fawa moft delicate rill, bubbling out from 
under a rock, forming a little natural ba- 
fon, from whence it ran gliding down the 
center of the vale, encreafing as it went, 
till in all appearance it might form a confi- 
derable rivulet, unlefs it were fwallowed up 
again in the farids. At that place'the vale ran 
upon a pretty deep defcent, fo that I ‘could 
fee over the trees and fhrubs below ‘me, al- 
moft as’ far as my eyes could reach ; encrea- 
fing ‘or decreafing in breadth as the hills of 
fands, ‘for now they appeared to’ be hills, 
would give it leave, Here, I had the moft 
delightful profpeét that the moft lively ima- 
gination can form to itfelf; the fun-burnt 
hills of fand on each fide, made the greens 
look’ {till more charming ; but the finging 
of innumerable unknown birds, with the 
different fruits and perfumes exhaling from 
the aromatic thrubs, rendered the place deli- 
cious beyond expreffion. After I had drank 
my fill, and delighted myfelf with thofe 
native rarities, I faw a large lion come out 
of the grove, about two hundred paces be- 
low me, going very quietly to the {pring to 
lap: When he had drank, he whitked his 

: tail 
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tail two or three times, and began to tum- 
blé on the green grafs. I took the opportu~ 
nity to flip away back to my companions, 
very glad I had efcaped fo: they were all 
awake when I came up, and had been in 
great concern for my abfence. The Popbar 
feemed mote difpleafed that I had left them, 
than ever I’ faw him; he mildly chid me 
for expofing myfelf to be devoured by 
wild beafts ; but when I told them of the 
water and the lion, they were in a greater 
furprize, looking at-one another with a fort 
of fear in their looks, which I interpreted 
to be for the danger I had efcaped; but 
it was+on another account. After fome 
words in their own language, the Pophar 
fpoke aloud in Lingua Franca, 1 think, 
fays he, we may let this young man fee-all 
our ceremonies, efpecially, fince he will 
foon be out of danger of difcovering 
them, if he fhould have a mind: to do it. 
At this they pulled out of their ftores, 
fome of their choiceft fruits, a cruife 
of rich wine, fome bread, a burning glafs, 
a thurible *, perfumes and other inftru- 
ments commonly ufed in the Heathen facri- 
fices.. I looked aghaft at this ftrange fight; 
which was fuch as I had never obferved in 
them. before,.and. began to. apprehend that 
I was now really defigned for a human facri- 


* An uinftrument to hold. incent{e. 


fice 
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fice) to fome. infernal god or other; but 
when I compared the Pophar’s late words 
with. what I faw, I {carce doubted, of it, 
and was contriving with myfelf to, fell my 
life as dear as I could, The Popbar ordered 
us to bring the dromedaries, and every thing 
along with us, for fear, as he faid they fhould 
be devoured by wild beafts, We def- 
cended towards the center of the. vale, 
where I faw the fountain, They went on 
a. great way lower into the vale, till it began 
to Be very fteep; but we found a narrow 
way made by art, and not feeming to have 
been. very long. unfrequented, which was 
more furprizing, becaufe I took the place to 
be uninhabited, and even inacceffible to alk 
but thefe people... We were forced to de- 
feend one by one, leading our dromedaries 
in our hands: I took particular care to.be the 
Hindmoft, keeping at a little diftance from 
the reft, for fear of a furprize. They 
marched down in a mournful kind of pro- 
ecflon, .obferving a moft profound filence 


1 Our author’s fears were not vain, confidering the prepa» 
ratives he faw, and other circumftances. Befides, ’tis welt 
known, theantient 4ficavs, particularly the Gerulions and 
Lybians, and even the Carthaginians, made ule of human 
facrifices to appeafe their Deities. Bochart, in the fecond 
part of his Geographia Sacra, proves beyond queftion, that 
the Carthaginians were part of the people of Canaan driven 
out by: 7 gua, who ufed to facrifice their children to Mohch, 
éFc. Even in Haunibal’s time, when they were grown more 
polite, they fent privately children to Tyre for a facrifice to 
Hercules. 

all 
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all the while. At length we came into the) 
fine natural amphitheatre that.is poflible; to) 
defcribe. There was nothing but odorife- 
rous greens and fky to be feen; except 
downwards right before us, where we hada) 
moft delicious profpe€ over that glorious, 
valé; winding a little to the right, till it was 
intercepted by the collateral hills. At, the 
upper part of the amphitheatre, where the 
break of the hill made that agreeable efpla- 
nade, there ftood an ancient Pyramid, jult 
aftér the manner of thofe in Egypt, but no- 
thing near fo big as the leaft of them, :In 
the front of it that faced the vale, the fteps 
were cut out in the form of an altar,,.on 
which was erected |a ftatue of a venerable 
old man, done to the life, of the fineft.po- 
lith’d marble, or rather fome unknown ftone 
of infinite more value. Here, I had. not 
the leaft doubt, but’ that I was to. be. facri- 
ficed to this idol: ‘The Pophar feeing me at 
a diftance called to me; to come and fee 
their ceremonies. Then I thought it was 
time to fpeak or never ; Father, faidI, fince 
you give me leave to call you fo, Tam will- 
ing to perform all your commands, where 
the honour of the’ fupreme God is not:call- 
ed in queftion ;..but Iam. ready, to dié 4 
thoufand deaths rather than give his honour 
to another. I ama Chrifizan, and believe one 
only God, the fupreme being of all beings, 
and: Lord of the univerfe; for which reafon 

I can 
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Feannot join with you in your idolatrous wor- 
{hip. Tf you are refolved to put me to death 
on that account, I here offer my life freely ! 
if Dam to be made a part of your infernal 
facrifice, ll defend myfelf to the laft drop 
of my blood, before I will fubmit to it, 
He anfwered me with a fmile; rather than 
with any indignation, and told me, when I 
came to be better acquainted with them, I 
fhould find they were not fo inhuman as to 
put people to death, becaufe they were of a 
different opinion from their: own. That 
this was only a religious ceremony they per- 
formed to their deceafed anceftors ™, and if 
Thad not a mind to affift at it, I might fit 
down ‘at what diftance I pleafed. 

[ Secretary. ‘The inquifitors were extream> 
ly pleafed with the firft part of his dif 
courfe, wherein he fhewed fuch cous 
rage in defence of his religion, and re- 
folution to die rather than join in their 
idolatrous worfhip ; but all had liked to 


™ The earlieft accounts of Eeypr, from whence thefe people 
come, tell us that they had a great veneration for their de- 
ceafed anceftors. See the third part of the bithop of A@caux*s 
Uniwerfal Hiftory, quoted above. Diodorus Siculus, who 
lived in'the beginning of 4ugu/lws’sreign, {ays of the Egyptians, 
TO Wek Tas taPas warn oneducev, they were particularly 
diligent about their fepulchres, or in the worthip of their dead, 
The fame fuperftition reigns ‘fill among the Chinefe, whom I 
fhall thew afterwards to have been.a.colony of Egyptians, not- 
withftanding that Chine and Egypt are fo far diftant from each 
other. . 


have 
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have been dafhed again by the fecond 
part, which made one of the inquifitors 
interrupt his narration, and afk him thé 
following queftion. 


Inquifitor. 1 hope you do not think it 


unlawful to perfecute, or even to put to 
death, obftinate Hereticks, who would 
deftroy the religion of our forefathers, 
and lead others into the fame damnation 
with themfelves. If treafon againft 
one’s prince may be punifhed with death, 
why may not treafon againft the king of 
heaven be punifhed with the like penal- 
ty? have a care you do not caft reflecti- 
ons on the holy inquifition. 


Gaudentio. Reverend fathers! I only re- 


late bare matter of fact, as it was fpoke 
by the mouth of a Heathen, ignorant 
of our holy myfteries ; I have allthe 
reafon in the world to extol the juftice 
of the holy Inquifition: nor do I think, 
but in fuch cafes mentioned by your Re- 
verences, it may be lawful to ufe the 
utmoft feverities to prevent greater evils, 
But it argued a wonderful moderation 
in the Pophar, which T found to be his 
real fentiments, not unbecoming a Chrz- 


fian in fach circumftances, where it did 


not tend to the deftruGtion of the whole. 
—But in this, as in all other matters, I 
fubmit to your decifions, 

Secretary. 
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Decretary, I interpofed in his favour, and 
put the inquifitors in mind, that there 
was nothing but what was juft in his an- 
fwers: and we ourfelves only ufed thofe 
rigours in the laft extremity, to prevent 
greater mifchiefs ; fo they bid him read 
on, | 
When the Pophar had faid this; he and 
the reft of them fell down on their faces 
and kiffed the earth: then with the burning- 
glafs they kindled fome odotiferous woods ; 
put the coals in the thurible with the in- 
cenfe,, and. incenfed the idol or fatue= that 
done, they poured the wine on the altar; fet 
bread on the one fide, and. fruits on the 
other: and having lighted two little pyra- 
mids of moft delicious perfumes at each end 
of the great pyramid, they fat them down 
round the fountain, which I fuppofe. was 
conveyed by art under the pyramid», and 
iflued out in the middle of the amphitheatre, 
‘Fhere they refrefhed themfelves, and Ja~ 
thered the fruits which hung round us in the 
grove, eating of them very heartily, and 


"The antient Egyptians had a ftrange fondnefs for building 
pyramids ; whether they were for the fame end as the tower 
of Babel, that is, to make themfelves a name, or for other 
ends, we cannot tell. The great pyramid is more an- 
tient than all the reft, infomuch that the bef authors do not 
iknow when to fix its date, fome faying it was built by Maris 
their firft king, others by Ceerops Lefor. But if the account 
the Pophar gives of their origin, at the next ftation, be true, 
it was built before there was any king in Egypt. The river 
Nite was conveyed by art under the great pyramid. ae 

inviting 
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inviting me to do the like. I made fome 
difficulty at firft, fearing it might be part of 
the facrifice ; but they afluring meall was but, 
a ‘civil ceremony, I joined them, and did,as 
they did. The Pophar turned to me and; 
faid, My fon, we worfhip one moit high 
God, as you do: What we did juit now, 
was not that we believe any deity in that 
ftatue, or adored it as a God; but only re- 
fpect it as a memorial, and in remembrance of 
our great anceftor, who heretofore conduct- 
ed our fore-fathers to this place, and was 
buried in this pyramid °, The reft of our 
fore-fathers, who diéd before they were for- 
ced to leave this valley, are buried all around 
us: That is the reafon we kiffed the ground, 
not thinking it lawful to ftir the bones of 
the dead.- We did the fame in Egypt, be- 
caufe we were originally of that land z our 
particular anceftors lived in that part, which 
was afterwards called Thebes’, The time 
will not permit me to acquaint you at pre- 
fent, how we were driven out of our native 


© One of the ends of building the pyramids, was certainly 
for burying-places for fome great men. 

P Thebes, once the moft famous city of Egypt, having a hun- 
dred Gates, oc. was the No Amon, or Diafpofis of the anti- 
ents, Bochart. Phaleg. lib. 4. Tacitus fays, that in the time of 
Germanicus, there was remaining an infcription in the Egyp- 
tiak Language, fignifying, Habitafé guondam (Thebis) /eptin- 
genta millia Hominum etate miltari.~That there were once 
feven hundred thoufand inhabitapts in Thebes fit to bear arms. 
Facit lib. 2, Annal. 


country ji 
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country to’ this place, and afterwards from 
this place to the land we are now going to, 
but’ you'thall know all hereafter. The bread, 
fruits, and wine we laid on. the altar 9 as 
they are the chief fupport of our being ; fo 
we leave them there as a teftimony, that 
thé’ venerable old man, whofe ftatue you 
fee, was, under God, the author and f- 
ther of our nation. This faid, he told us 
it was timé to made the bet of our way, 
fo ‘they all got up, and having kifled the 
ground’ once’ more, the five elderly men 
{craped a little’ of the earth, and put in fine 
golden veffels, with a great deal of care and 
refpect. “After refrething ourlelyes again, 
we made our provifion of fruits and water, 
and leading our dromedaries up the way we 
came down, mounted and fet ont for the re- 
mainder of our journey. 

We were now paft the tropick of Can- 
cer*, as T found by our fhadows going fouth- | 


@Thisis certainly rank idolatry, notwithitanding the Pophar 
calls it buta civil ceremony : ‘Yhus the worfhip the Chinefe pay 
to their dead, and allowed by the-Fe/uits, was faid by them to 
be but a pious civil ceremony, though it was like this, or 
rather more fuperftitious. See the condemnation of it by pope 
Clement XI. 

* When perfons are beyond that tropick, at mid-day the tha- 
dows of things are towards the fouth, becaufe the fun is then 
north of us; 


Miranturgue.umbras tranfire finiftras. 


They: might ‘have paffed the tropick before, fince it runs over 
part of the defert of Barca, not much fouthward of Foytp, 
butit feems they fleered weftward for fome time. 
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ward; and went on thus a little, bending 
towards the weit again, almoft parallel to 
the tropick, the breezes encreafing rather 
Rronger than before, fo.that about midnight 
it was really cold. We gave our dromeda- 
ries water about fun-rifing, and refrefhed 
ourfelves a little: Then fer out with new 
vigour at a prodigious rate: ftill the breezes 
fell between nine and ten; however we made 
fhift togo on, becaufe they came again about 
noon : between three and four was the hot- 
teft time of all. Befides, going now paral- 
lel to. the tropick, we travelled on the hot 
fands, a very little defcending ; whereas when 
we pointed fouthwards towards the line, we 
found the ground to be infenfibly rifing up- 
onus’; butas we went on thefe almoft flats, 
it if had not been that we were almoft onthe 
ridge of Africa, which made it cooler than 
one.can well believe, it had been impoflible 
to bear the heats. When we refted, we not 
only pitched our tents for ourfelves and dro- 
medaries, but the fands were fo hot, that 


$ His obfervations are juft, “fince all the new philofophers al- 
low the earth to be {pheroidal and gibbous towards the equa- 
tor. Whoever therefore goes by land, either from the north 
or fouth towards the equator, muft afcend. This feems to be 
avery naturaireafon, why thofe immenfe Baresare not fo ex- 
eeffive hot. ‘The highef mountains are confiderably nigher 
the fun thamthe low lands, yet exceflive cold in the hotteft 
climates; in the vales the rays of the fun are.cooped in, and 
doubled and trebled by refraétion and refie@ion, &Je. The 
fame air put in a turbulent motion will be hot, and in a direct 
ene cold. 


we 
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we were forced to lay things under our fet 
to preferve them from burning, Thuswe 
travelled through thofe di fmal deferts for 
four days, withou it fight of | living crea- 
ture but Peat Sands and iky were-all 
that prefented itfelf to out view, The faz 
tigue was the gréateft I ever underwent in 
my life. The fourth day about eight in the 
morning, by good fortune for us, or elfé by 
the prudent forecaft of the Popbar, who 
knéw all his ftations, we faw another vale 
towards the right-hand, with fome firag- 
gling trees here and there, but not teeming 
nigh fo pleafant as the firft: we made to 
it with all our {peed, and had much ado 
to bear the heats till we came to it, We 
alighted immediately, and led our drome- 
daries down the gentle defcent till we could 
find a thicker part of it. The firft trees 
were thin and old, as if they had juft moi- 
pens enough ‘to keep them alive : the ground 

as but jit davered over with a little fun- 
bekrit mois without any fign of water, but 
our ftock was not yet gone. At lengt th q, as 
we PAPA the grove encreafed every 
Way, the trees were large, with fome dates 
here and there, but not fo good as in the 
other. We refed a little, and then conti- 
nued to defcend for fome time, til we came 
into a very cool and thick ‘fhade. Here, 
the Pophar told us, we muft ftay two or 
three days, per rhaps longer, till he faw his 
Hs ulus 
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ufual figns for proceeding on his journey, 
and bid. us be {paring of our water,: for fear 
of. accidents. We fettled, our, dromedaries 
as before: for ourfelves, we could fearce 
take any thing, we were fo fatigued, want+ 
ing reftamore than meat and dcints, The 


Pophar, prgetin 1g us fome. cordi a wines 
P| 


they had along with them: for that purpofe, 
1 
aid 


told us, we might fleep as long as we 
would; only bid us be fure to cover our 
felves well; for the nights were long, and 
even.cold, about midnight. We were all 
{oon afleep, and did not wake till four the 
next morning. The Popbar, follicitous for 
all .our.fafeties' as well as his own (for this 
was, the critical. time of our journey) was 
awake the firft of us. When we were up; 
and had. refrefhed ourfelves, which we did 
with a very good appetite, he toldus we 
mutt go.up on the fands again to obferve the 
-figns. We took . our drom edaries along 
with us, for fear of wild beatts , though we 
faw none, walking gently up the fands, 
till we came to a very high ground. .We 
had but a dreary protpect, as far as our re 
could carry us, of fun-burnt plains, with- 
out grafs, fick, or fhrub, except whemowe 
turned our backs to look at the valé wher 
we had lain all night, which we faw {prea 
and extended itfelf a vaft way. Heaf flured 
us, the notes left for rules by his anceftors 
mentioned a {pring in that vale-below us, 
i | mn ae ich 
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which running lower became a rivulet ; but 
that, either by an earthquake, or fome flood 
of fand, it was quite choaked up, running 
under ground, without any one’s knowing 
whether it broke out again, or was entirely 
fwallowed up‘. He faid alfo, that by the 
moft ancient accounts of his forefathers, 
the fands were not in their times fo dange- 
rous to pafs as they are now, or of fuch 
vaft extent ", but had fruitful vales much 
nearer one another than at prefent. He ad- 
ded, that he withed earneftly to fee the figns 
he wanted for proceeding on our. way; fince 
there was no ftirring till they appeared’: 
and that, according to his Ephemeris and 
notes, they fhould appear about’ this ‘time; 
unlefs fomething very extraordinary happen= 
ed. This was about eight in the morniiy, 
the oth day after we fet out for the deferts. 
He was every now and then looking fouth= 


*Geographers agree, that rivers, and eveft creat Jakes in 
Africa fink under ground, and are quite loft without any vili- 
ble ontlets. The vaft depth of the ftrata of {ind feem more 
proper to {wallow them up there, than in ather parts of the 
world. 

4 ‘There feems to be a_natural reafon for what he fays; for 
thofe vaft fands, or hills of gravel, were undoubtedly left by 
the general deluge, as probably all the leffer ftrata or beds oF 
gravel were, Yet great part of them mult have been covered 
with flime or mud for feveral years after the deluge, fome 
thinner, fome thicker, and confequently more moift and pro- 
ductive accordingly. Neverthelefs, the violent rays of the 
fun, ftill render them more dry and basren, and, in all rro- 
bability, thefe deferts will encreafe more and more, rhere the 
country is not cultivated, 


Po4 ward, 
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ward, or fouthweft, with great follicitude 
inthis looks, as: if he wondered he faw no- 
things; At length, he cried out Mine great 
etrotiots of j joys it is coming! look yonder; 
fays he; towards the fouthw eft, as far as 
your eyes canscarry you, and fee what you 
can difeover';: “We told him, we faw no- 
thing but fome clouds of fand, carried 
round here and there like whirlwinds. That 
is the fign I want, continued he ; but mark 
well which! way it drives. We faid it drove 
directly eaftward, as nigh as we could guefs. 
It. does, fays he ; then turning his «Sante 
welwands) with a little point of the fouth, 
All thofe vat deferts, fays he, are nowoin 
fuch a commotion of ftorms and whirl- 
winds, that man and beaft will, foon- be 
overwhelmed in the vathiong waves of fands. 
He had fcarce faid this, but we faw, at a 
vaft diftance, ten thoufand little whirl{pouts 
of fand, rifing and falling with a prodigi- 
ous tumult and velocity * eaftward, with vait 


x Though in the vaft ocean between the tropicks, where 
promontories do not interyene, the nate are gene rally eafter- 
ly,, yet there is a p perpetual welt wind blows into C UinCA———a8 
"There are vatt pa ns at the folitices between the tropicks, 
as the accounts of thofe parts declare ; though at that time of 
the year, moze beyond the line than on this fide of it. It is 
not to be quefiione d, but in fach violent changes, particularly 
before thofe rains, there mutt be furious hurricanes. of wind 
and fand, enough to overwhelm whole armies ard countries. 
——— The mot incredible part of this narration, is how they 
could ‘travel at all under the cropick, in the fammer folitice, 
only, as he fays, the ground being very high and open, 


thick 


o 5 aa BF Gap 
mutt draw air, 
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thick:clouds of fand and duftfollowing them. 
Come, fays he, let us return to our reft- 
ing-place, for there we muft flay, till-we 
fee further how matters go. As this:ap- 
peared newer to me than any of the reft, 
and being pofieffed with a great idea of the 
knowledge of the man, I made bold to afk 
him, what awalothéieauleoosiithis fudden 
Phanomenon : He told me, that about that 
full-moon, there always fell prodigious 


rains ¥, coming from the weftern part of 


Africa, on this fide the equator, and driv- 
ing a little fouthweft for fome time at firft, 
butafterwards turning almoft fouth, and crof- 


fing the line till they came to the fource of 


the Ni/e ; in which tl ‘ea fell for three 
weeks or a month together; which was se 
occafion of the aver- ei of that river? 


y Naturalifts agree, that beyond the line there are great 
rains at that feafon. ’Tis poffible they may begin on this 
fide, being driven by the perpetual weft winds into Guinea, 
and then by natura! caufes, ‘turn towards the line and fouthern 
tropick. 

The caufes of the over flowing of the river Nid, un- 
known to mojt of the antients, are now allowed to be the 
great rains falling in Fune and Fal about the line, and the 
fouthern tropick, and the melting of the {now on the moun- 
tains of the moon laying in that tract. None can wonder there 
fhould be fnow in thofe hot climates, who have heard of the 
Andes or Cordillertas bordering on Peryg. Our faly is very 
hot, yet the 4s and Appenines are three parts of the year 
covered with fnow. The Nile overfows in Auguff, 
which feems to be a proper diftance of time for the waters ta 
come down -to Egypt, fuch a vait way off from the caufe of 
wt. There is a river in Cochinchina, and elfewhere, that over- 
flows in the fame manner. 


5 but 
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but that onthis fide the equator, it only 
rained about fifteen days, preceded by thofe 
whirlwinds and ¢i loads of fand, which: ren- 
dered. all that traét impaflable, till the rains 
had laid them agai -By this time we 
were come down to our refting-place, and 
though..we.did not want fleep or refrefh- 
ment, yet we took both; to have the cool of 
the evening.to recreate. ourfelves after fo 
much fatigue, not being likely to move till 
EBs next evening at foonett. . 

At five inthe evening, the Pophar called 
rae a to, go with him once more to the 
higheft part.of the defert, faying he wanted 

one fen. yet, «which he hoped to have that 
evening,,or, elfe, it.would go hard with us 
for want of. water, our provifion of it being 
almoft {pent ; and there were no {prings in 
the deferts that we were to pals over, till 
we came within a long day’s journey of the 
end of our voyage. However, ‘he! {carce 
doubted but we thould fee the certain figa 
he wanted this evening: on which accounty 
there did not appear fuch a follicitude in his 
countenance as before: for though he, was 
our goyernour, or captain, and had the re- 
fpectful deference paid to him; yet he go 
verned us in.all refpedts;..\as if we were 
his children, with all the tenderne{s .of;a 
father, as his name imported ; though none: 
of the company were his real children, If 
there were any, figns of partiality,, it was) in 
my 
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my favour, always exprefling the moft en- 
dearing tendernefs for me, which’ the other 
young men, inftead of taking any diflike at, 
were really pleafed with. No brothers in 
tic world could be more loving to one ana- 
ther than we were. The elderly meén took 
Geiight in feeing our youthful gambols with 
one another: it is true theif nature is; of 
tne two, a little more inclined to gravity 
tnan that of the Italians, who are no’ light 

ion; yet their gravity is accompanied 
witb. all the ferenity and chearfulnefs ima- 
ginable, and I thought then at our firft ac- 
quaintance, that I had never feen fuch an 
air.of a freeborn people in my life ; as if 
they knew no other fubjection but what was 
merely filial. When we came to the high 
ground, we could fee the hurricanes play 
ftill ; but what was more wonderful, very 
few effects of that aerial tumult came our 
way, but’ drove on almoft parallel to the 
equator: the air looked like a brown ditty 
fog} towards the eaft and fouth eat; ail 
the whirlwinds tending towards thofe parts: 
it began after fome time to look a littlemore 
lightfome towards the weft; but fo, as if it 
were occafioned by a more ftrong and fet- 
tled wind, At length we perceived at the 
fartheft horizon, the edge of a prodigious 
black cloud, extending itfelf to the fouth- 
weft and weftern points, rifing with a dif 
cernible motion, though not very faft{ We 
ae | faw 


oe. | 
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faw plain. enough, by the blacknefs. and 
thicknefs of it, that it prognofticated a great 
dealof rain. Here they all fell proftrate 
on the earth: then railing up their hands 
and eyes towards the fun, they feemed to 
pay. their adorations to that great luminary. 
The Pophar, with an audible voice, pro- 
nounced fome unknown words,:as if he were 
returning thanks to that planet for what he 
faw.' At this I ftepped back, and kept my- 
felf at a diftance: not fo much for fear of 
my life, as before, as not to join with them in 
their idolatrous worfhip. For I could not 
be ignorant now, that they had a. wrong no- 
tion of God, and if they acknowledged any, 
it was the fun : which in effedt is, the leaft 
irrational idolatry people can be guilty of ¥ 
When 


2 Aji idolatry being a worthip of creatures inftead of the 
one f{upreme God, mutt be irrational, But it is certain, and 
well attefted by antient hiftory, that, the eaflern nations wor- 
fhipped the fun: probably it was the firft idolatreus worfhip 
that was in the world. The great-benefits all nature receives 
from his influence ; the glorious brightnefs of his rays ; the 
variety, yet conftant tenour of his motions, might induce ig- 
norant people to believe him to be ofa fuperior nature to other 
creatures, though it is evidently certain, he is. limited in his 
perfections, and confequently no God, ’Tis true, the antient 
Egyptians, from whom thele people fprung,.as will be feen 
afterwards, worfhipped the fun in the moft early times, There 
was a prieft of the fun in the patriarch Fo/eph’s time: And 
the Egyptians were fome of the firft aftronomers in the world, 
contending for antiquity with the Chaldeans, ‘Though both 
the Chaldeans and Ezyptians, had their knowledge from the 
defcendants of Sem, or his father Noah, who. by the admirae 
ble frugture of the ark, appears to have been mafter of 'very 

great 
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When they had done their oraifons, the Po- 
pbar turned to me, and faid, I fee you won’t 
join with us in any of our religious ceremo- 
nies ; but I manft tell you, continued. he, 
that cloud is the faving of all our lives: and 
as that great fun, pointing to the luminary, 
is the inftrunyent that draws it up, as. indeed 
he is the preferver. of all our beings, we 
think ourfelves obliged to return our thanks 


to him. Here he ftopped, as if he had a 
Pet 3 


mind to hear what I could fay for mylelf. 
I was not willing to enter. into difputes, 
well knowing that religions. quarrels are the 
moft provoking of any: yet I thought my- 
felf obliged to make profeflion of my behef 
in thé fupreme God, now I was called upon 
to the profefled worthip of a falfe.deity. I 
anfwered with the moft modeft refpect.I was 
capable of, that that glorious planet was one 
of the phyfical caufes of the prefervation of 
our beings, and of the preduCtion of all things; 
but that he was produced himielf by the moft 
high God, the firft caufe and author of al 

things in’ heaven and earth: the fun only 
moving by his order, as an inanimate be- 
ing, incapable of hearing our prayers, and 
only operating by his direction, However, 
I offered to. join with him, in returning my 
beft thanks to the moft: high God, for crea- 
great fciences. I fay the Egyptians being fo much addicted 


to aftronomy, "tis probable that glorious luminary was the 
chief objeét of their worfhip. They did not worthip idols and 


f 
beaits till long afterwards. See the learned Bochart’s Phakg.. 


ae LG frain. 
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ting the fun, capable by his heat to raifé that 
cloud for the faving our: lives,’ Thus«I 
adapted my anfwer, as nigh to his difcourfe 
as I could, yet not fo as to deny my faith, 
For I could not entirely tell’ what ‘to 
make of them as yet; fince I obferved, 
they were more myfterious in their religious 
ceremonies, than in any thing elfe >; or ra- 
ther, this was the only thing they were re- 
ferved in. He pondered a good while on 
what I faid, but at length he added, You 
are hot much out of the way: you and I 
will talk this matter over another time ;. fo 
turned off the difcourfe ;'\ I fuppofed it to be 
becaufe of the young men ftanding by us, 
who he had not a mind fhould receive any 
other notions of religion, but what they had 
been taught. It was fun-fet by the time we 
came down to the grove. We had fome 
{mall flights of fand, caufed by anoddcom- 
motion in the air, attended with little whirl. 
winds, which put us in fome apprehenfions 
of a fand-fhower ; but he bid us take cou- 
rage, fince he could not find in all his aca 
counts, thatthe hyrricanes or rainsevercame, 
in any great quantity, as far as we were, 
This agrees with all antient accounts of the frft people of 
Egypt 3 witnefs their emblems, hieroglyphicks; €s'c. Moft of 
the antient fables, under which fo many myfteries were couch: 
ed, did not firft {pring from the Greeks, though improved by 
them; but from .the Egyptians and Chaldeans, who at firkt 
held a communication of {ciences with one another, but grew 
to emulofity afterwards. ‘The wonderful things the Egyptian 


Mag: did, in imitation of the miracles wrought by Mo/s, 
fhew they were great tifs. 
the 
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the. nature of them being to drive more 
parallel to the equator: but he was fure we 
fhould have fome ; and ordered'us to pitch 
our tents as firm as we could, and draw out 
all.our water-veffels, to catch the rain a= 
gaintt all accidents. ‘When this was done, 
and we had eat our fuppers, we recreated 
ourfelves in the grove, wandering about 
here and there, and difcourfing of “thd na-= 
ture of thefe Ph enomena. Wedid not care 
torgo’ to rr eft fed foon, having ‘repofed our- 
felves fo well that: day; and having alfothe 
night: and the nextsday to flay? ini 
ut’ place)! The ‘grove grew much pitas 
fanter ag we advanced into it there’ were @ 
great many dates and other frurts, the natu 
ral produce of Africa 3 but not quite forich 

a 


as in the firit grove, I made! bold tovafk 


the, Pophar; how far. that grove extended 
or whe thie there were any inhabitants. He 
told me, he och not tell any thing of ei+ 
ther... That it was poflible the grove might 
enlarge itfelf differe ent Ways, among the 
winding hills; fince his accounts told him, 
there had been a rivulet oft water, though 
now {wallowed up ; but he believed: there 
were no inhabitants, fince there was no 
mention made of them in his papers, Nor 
did’ he “believe ‘anyother people in the 
wotld, befide themfelves, knew. the way, 
or *would.venture fo. ‘far-into ‘thofe ‘hor- 
tid inhofpitable deferts, Having a.mind.to 
learn whether he had any certain knowledge 
of 


ww 
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of the longitude, which creates fuch diffi- 
culties to the Europeans. I afked how he 
was fure that wasthe place; or by what rule 
he could know how far he was come, or 
where he was to turn to right or left. He 
ftopped a little at my queftions ; then, with- 
out any apparent hefitation, Why, faid 
he, we know by the needle, how far we 
rary from the north or fouth point, at leaft 
till we come to the tropick*; if not, wecan 
take the meridian and height of the fun, 
and knowing the time of the year, we can 
tell how near we approach to, or are off 
the equator, Yes, faid 1; but as there are 
different meridians every ftep you take, how 
can you tell how far you go eaft or weft, 
when you run either way in parallel lines’ 
to the tropick, or the equator. Here he 
ftopped again, and either could not make 


¢ Experimental philofophy tells us, that the needle is of 

little wfe in navigation, when under the line ; but lies flactua- 

ting without turning to any point of itfelf; becaufe as fome 
fuppofe, the current of the magnetick effluvia, flying from 
pole to pole, has there its longelt axis, as the diameter of the 
equator is longer than the axis of the world. But whether this. 
has the fame effect on the needle by land, which is the cafe, 
as it has by fea, we muft have more certain experiments to’ 
know, though "tis probable it may. 

d Wherever we ftand, we are on the fummit of the globe 
with refpe&t to us. Whoever therefore thinks to go due well, 
parallel to the equator or eaft, will not do fo, but will cut 

‘the line at long-run, becaufe he mades a greater circle. Thefe 
men therefore, when they thought they went due weft, were 
approaching to the line, more than they were aware of, and 
fap pofing the ftru@ture of the earth to be Spheroidical, went up 
hill all the way, bating fome {mall inequalities. 

any 
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any certain difcovery, or had not a, mind to 
let me into the fecret. The firft was moft 
likely; however, he anfwered readily enough, 
and faid, You pleafe me with your curious 
queftions, fince I find you are fenfible of 
the difficulty.’ Why, continued he, all the 
method we have is, to obferve exactly how 
far our dromedaries go in an hour, or any 
other {pace of time : you fee we go much 
about the fame pace: we have no ftops in 
our way, but what we know of, to re- 
freth ourfelves or fo, for which we generally 
allow fo much time *® When we {et out 
from Egypt, we went due weft; our beafts 
gain fo many miles an hour; we know by 
that, how far we are more weft than we 
were §,. If we decline to the north or the 
fouth, we know likewife, how many. miles 
we have advanced in fo many hours, and 
compute how much the declination takes off 
from our going due weft. And though we 
cannot tell to a demonftrative exaétnefs, we 
can tell pretty nigh.” This was all I could 


* This muft be. underftood according to’ the foregoing rea 
mark. 

' At fir fight, it feems to be eafier to find out the longitude 
by land than by fea, becanfe we may be more certain how 
far we advance. At {ea there are currents, and tides, and fet- 
tings in of the fea, which make the fhip to go aflant more or 
lefs infenfibly. As yet there has been no certain rale found to 
tell us, how far we advance due eaft or due weft. The eleva= 
tion of the pole, or the height of the fun fhews us, how far we 
decline to the north or fouth ; but we have no certain rule for 
che eaft or welt. 
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eét‘outof him! at that time, which did not 
-fatisfy the'dificulty. I afterwards afked him, i 
How they came to find out this way, or to’ 
venture to feek out'a habitation unkhown to’ 
all the: world ‘befide. He anfwered, “For li-’ 
berty, and the prefervation’ of ‘our laws.” 
Iwas afraid of afking any further, feeing 
he gave {uch general anfwers. By this time 
it was! prodigious dark, tho’ full moon &. 
We had fomefudden gufts of wind that 
fPartled’ usa little’; and it lightened at fuch 
a'rate, as I never faw in’ my life.’ And 
alhough it was towards the horizon, ‘and’ 
drove fide-ways of us, yet it was really ter-" 
rible-to fee = the flathes were fo thick, that’ 
the fky was almoftin a light fire. We made’ 
up to our tents” as faft’ as we could; and 
though we had only the fkirts of the clouds 
over us, if rained fo very hard, that we 
had out veffels foon’ fupplied with water, 
dnd got fafe into our fhelter.. The thunder 
was ata vatt diftance, but juft audible, ‘and, 
for ‘our comfort, drove. ftill to the~ eaft- 
ward, “I’'don’t “know “in” what ~difpo- 
fitions the elderly men* might be, ‘ being 
accuftomed to the nature of it; but I am 
fure Iwas tn’ fome apprehenfion, ‘fully 
perfuaded, if it had come directly over us, 
nothing could’ withftand its impetuofity, ta 


8 Thefulf moon about the fummer folftice generally brings 
rain, andthe overflowing of the WVi/e is now known to be 
caufed by the vaft rains in the regions near the Equator, 

hac 
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had.very little, inclination to. reft,, whatever. 


my, companions had; but pondering, with 
myfelf, both the nature of the thing, and 
the prodigious {kill thefe men muft have in 
the laws.of the univerfe, I ftaid with impa- 
tience. waiting the event. 

I was mufing with myfelf on what I had 
heard and feen, not being able yet to. guefs 
with any) fatisfaction, . what thefe people 
were, wheh.an unexpected accident was the 
caufe of a difcovery, which, made. me fee 
they, were not greater {trangers to me, than 
Iwas to.myfelf.. The weather was ftifling 
hot,, fo that we had thrown off our garments 
to.our fhirts,: and bared our breafts for cool- 
nefs fake; when. there came a prodigious 
flath, or, rather blaze of lightning, which 
flruck full againft the breaft of one of the 
young..men.oppofite to me, and_ difco- 
vered.a bright gold medal’ hanging down 
from. his neck, with the figure of the fun 
engraved on it, furrounded with unknown 
characters ; the very fame in all appearance I 
had\feen. my. deceafed. mother always wear 
about her neck, and. fince her death I car- 
fied -with me for her fake. . 1 afked the 
meaning of that'medal, fince I had one 
about me, as_it appeared, of. the very fame 
make, If the Pophar had been ftruck with 
lightning, he*could not have been in a 
greater furprize than he was at thefe words: 

You one of thofe medals, faidhe! how, in 
» DRT ORE Peet G'2 id 8 
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the hame of wonder, did you come by it? 
Jtold him my mother wore it about her 
neck, from a little child; and with that 
pulled it out of my pocket. He fnatched it 
out of my hands with a prodigious eager- 
nefs, and held itagainit the lightning perpe- 
tually flathing in upon us, As foon as he faw 
it was the fame with the other, he cried out, 
Great fun, what can thismean? Then'afked 
me again, where I had it? how my mother 
came by it? who my mother was? what 
age fhe was of when fhedied? As foon'as 
the ‘violence of his extafy would give me 
leave; T' told him my mother had ‘it. ever 
fince fhe was a little child : that the was the 
adopted daughter of a noble merchant in 
Corfica, who had given her all his’ effects 
when my father married her: that fhe was 
married (at thirteen ; ‘and I being nine- 
teen, and the fecond fon, I gueffed the - 
was towatds forty when fhe died, It 
muit be Lpbena, cried he, with the utmoft 
extafy, 1¢ mutt be fhe.. Then he caught me 
in his arms and faid, You are now really 
one of .us, being the fon of ‘my ‘father’s 
daughter, my dear fitter: Ijphena, ‘The 
remembrance of whom made the tears run 
down the old man’s cheeks very plentifully.— 
She was loft at Grand Cairo about the time 
you mention, together with a twin-fifter 
who | fear is ‘never to be heard of. » Then I 
reflected Thad heard my mother fay, fhe had 

been 
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been informed, the gentleman who adop sted 
her ‘for-his daughter, had bowght her.when 
fhe was.a little girl of a Turki/> woman,,of 
that place ; that being charmed with, the 
eatly|figns of beauty in her, and: having 
no.children, he adopted her for his own. 

¥es,, faid the Pophar, it mut be the; but 
what is become/of theother fifter,? Foy {aid 
he, my-dear Gfter brought two at one un- 

fouhanate birth, which coft her, her; life. I 
told, him I never heard any thing of the 
other. ‘Then he acquainted me that his fifter’s 
hufband. -was,.the, perfon, who. conducted 
the teft to,,vifit, the.tombs. of their .ance- 
{tors, as, he did) now :,that the Jaft voyage, 
he, took. his .wife with him, -who, ‘out,.of 
her great.fondnefs had teazed him and im- 
portuned, him fo! much to. go along. with 
him,.,/that,, though, .it ..was., contrary. to 
their laws; he contrived.to) carry her. dif- 
guifed, in, .man’s,,clothes,.. like one of the 
young men he chofe to accompany him. in 
the expedition: that ftaying at. Grand Cairo 
till tthe, next: feafon for his return, fhe pro- 
véd.with.child of twins ; and to his un- 
{peakable, orief | died in child. bed: That 
when they “catried her.up to Thebes to be 
interred, -with{ her ,anceftors, of which I 
fhould) ‘have; amore exact information by 
and by,, they wese. obliged to leave the chil- 
dren.with anurfe.of the country, with fome 
Beyptianterwants to take care of the houtfe 
Sel oe wn ro Gnd and 
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and effects; ‘but before they came back,.the 
nurfe with her accomplices: ran away. with 
the children} and, as was fuppofed, murdered 
them, ‘rifled the houfe of a!lthe jewels.and 
other valuable things, and were-never heard 
of bafterwards.’_ But it feems they thought jit 
more for their advantage to fell the children, 
as we find they did by your mother; but 
what partcof the world the other fifter isin, 
or whether fhe be at all, is known only, to 
the great:author of our being. ‘However, 
continued he, we rejoice in, finding. thefe 
hopeful remains of your dear mother, whofe 
réfemblance ‘you' carry. along with you.,\ Ut 
was that gave me iuch a kindnefs for your 
\perfom the firtt time I faw you;,\methought, | 
perceivingfomething, I had: never) obferved 
in anyother: ‘race of people. But, faid 
he, f deprive my companions and children 
hereof ‘the: happinefs of embracing their 
own’ flefh. and) blood, fince we all {prung 
from one common father, the author of our 
nation, with whom you afe going to bein- 
corporated once:more. Here we embraced 
one another with a joy that is inexprefhble. 
Now all my former fears were entirely va- 
pithed : though I had loft the country where 
oY was born, DP had found:another, of which 
I could no ways be afhamed, where the 
people were the moft humane and civilized 
Lever faw, andthe foil the fineft, as Thad rea- 
fon to hope, inthe.world, The only check to 


my 
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my happinefs was that they were Injizels. 
However, T'was refolved not to let any con- 
fideration*blot out of my mind that/] was:a 
Chrifttan. On which account,o when the 
Pophar would have: tied the medal about 
my neck; "as a badge of my race, «I had fome 
difficulty in that point, for fear it fhould be 
aa’ emblem of idolatry, feeing them to, be 
extremely fuperftitious.. So I afked him, 
what was the meaning of the figure of the 
fun, with thofe unknown characters round 
about°it ? He told ume the characters, were 
to" be"pronounced Omabim, ive. The Suns 
the “author of our being, or more literally, 
The fun is our Father. Om or-On; fignifes 
the fin [This will be explainedan: another 
place.]/° Ad fignifies Father; \:Im'ior Mim 
Uso Phis made me remember, they. had 
told “me in Egypt that they | were .chil- 
dren‘of the fun ;' and gave me fome Uneafi- 
nefs at their idolatrous notions»: :I therefore 
told him, Iv would keep it!as: a cognizance 
of my country; but could not acknowledge 
any but God'to be the fupreme author of my 
being. As to the fupreme author, faid she, 
your opinion is: little different from; ours,*. 

But lepus leave thefe religions; matters till 
another ‘time : | we'll clofe this happy day 
with thank{giving to the fupreme being for 


* Thefe people are fomething like the -Ghixz/e,, who.wor- 
fhip (the material heaven or fky, which fome miiionaries could 
think compatible with Cri franity. 


‘GN4 cso this 
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this difcoyery : to-morrow. morning, . fine? 
you are now. really one, of us,,.I, willac- 
qnaint you. with; your, origin,. and how!;we 
came to hide ourfelves in. thefe inhofpitable 
deferts. 


[The reader is, defred not to cenfure or 
difoelieve the following account of the 
origin and tranfmigration of thefe peo- 
ple, till he has perufed the aeN re- 
marks.of Signor Rhedi.} 


The next morning the Popbar calling me 
to him, Son, faid he, to falfil my panne 
which I made you laft night, and that :you 
may ‘not be like the reft of the ignorant 
world, .who., know. not, who their, forefa- 
thers and anceftors..were ";,whether they 


BT would certainly be a great fatisfaction to moft nations 
to know’ from what race OF pe eople, country, or family, , 
they {prung original lly. This ignorance is owing chiefly 
to the Barbari Tramontani *; “and. other’ Northern’ na- 
tions, who have from time to time overrun the face of 
Europes leaving a mixture of their {pawn in all, parts of 
it 5 fo that no one knows, whether. he.came_ originally 
from Scythia or Afia, from a civilized. nation, -or, from 
the greateft brutes ; and though wars and inyafions have de- 
flroyed, or interchanged the inhabiiants of moft countries 5 
yet this. man’s obfervation is..a jaf cenfure of the negle& of 
molt people, with refpect to their genealogy and knowledge 
of their anceflors, where they have been fettled, in a country 
for feveral ages. . But there are matters of greater. moment in 
this man’s Eanes true or falfe, which ekd us into. fome.cu- 
rious remains of, ancient hiftory. ' 


= Sienag Rhedi being an Fealian, one.can*t wonder he fpeaks fo cons 
femptibly of the Northern people ; the Statins call them all Barbari. 


{prung 
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fprung from brutes or Barbarians is all 
alike to'them,' provided they cat but grovel 
on the earth, as they do. You muft know 
therefore, as I fuppofe you remember what 
I told you at our firft flation, that we came 
originally from Egypt. When you afked 
me, how we came to venture through thefe 
inhofpitable deferts, I told you, it was for 
liberty, and the prefervation of our laws; 
but as you are now found to be one of us, 
I defign to give you a more particular ac- 
count of your origin. Our anceftors did 
originally come from Egypt, once the hap- 
pieft place in the world: though the name 
of Egypt, and Egyptians, has been given 
to that country, long fince we came out of 
it: the original name of it was Mezzo- 
raim', from the firft man that peopled it, 
the father of our nation ; and we call our- 
felves Mezzoranians from him. We. have 


The original name of Egypt was Mifraim ; from Mifrain, 
Meforaim, or Metforaim, asthe learned Bochart explains it, lib. 
iv. of Geograph. Sacrain Mifraim, Mr. Du Pin’s Hiltory of the 
Old ‘Teft. c. vi. and others. All antient authors agree, that 
it was once the richeft and happielt country in the world ; flou- 
rifhing with plenty, and even learning, before the patriarch 
Abraham's time. There is a very remarkable fragment of 
Eupolemusan antient Heathen writer, taken from the Babylo- 
nian monuments, preferved by Eufedius, lib. ix. Preparat. 
Evan. The Words are, BuCuawiac Abyew arodrov yerécbas Brac, 
ov sivas’ Kpdvoy ad:a@ey 8 Micpaiw mateds Alyun'liw. The 
whole fragment, in our mother tongue, fignifies, that accord- 
ing ‘to the Babylonians, the firft was Be/zs, the fame with 
Kronos or Saturn; from him came Ham or Cham, the father 
ef Chanaan, brother to Mefraim, father of the Egyptians 


a tra- 


9.9 The Adventures of 

a. tradition delivered down to us, from our 
firft anceftors, that when the earth firft rofe 
out of the water *, fix perfons, three men 
and. three women, rofe along with it:  ei- 
ther fent by the fupreme deity to inhabit it, 
or produced by the Sun” That Mezzo- 
raim our firtt founder was one of thofe fix; 
who encreafing in number, made choice of 
the country now called Egypt™, for the place 


’ — This is an obfcure notion of “Noah's flood, known 
to all ‘nations, at leaft the Eajfern, as appears by the 
aldeft remains, of which fee Bochart on that article, lib. 1. 
«© The earth rofe out of the water,” or the waters funk from 
‘theearth, ‘Thefe people might miftake fomething of that 
undoubted and antient tradition. Bat Mifraim could’ not 
be ignorant of the flood, his father Ham having “been” n 
‘the ark, whether ignorance or other motives made ‘his ‘po- 
flerity, vary. in the account; but “tis ‘evident the antients 
had a notion Of the general deluge, as may eafily be’ proved 
by the remains of Heathen authors bearing” teftimony ‘to the 
Scripture account of it. sas 
1 "The antient Egyptians thought men, “as well as in- 
Seéks, were produced out of the flime of the Ni/e, by the 
heat of the fun, and called themfelves Aborigines, “as ‘fe- 
veral other nations did. Though this wile man is in- 
clined to think they were created by God ; as “tis evident 
and certain they were; for fince we fee one fingle infect 
cannot be produced without a caufe, ’tis nonfenfe, “as well 
as impoflible, to imagine an infinite feries of men and animals 
could be produced without a feparate caufe: on which’ ‘ac- 
count Ahei/m is one of the moft foolifh and abfurd notions in 
the world. . 

'm Horedotus tells us, the Egyptians pretended to be the firlt 
inhabitants of the earth; though the Ethiopians contendéd 
with them for antiquicy.,. I muft quote the words in Laz, 
out of Laureazo Vailla’s tranflation, .becaufe I have him’ not 
in Greek, Omnium Hominum priores Je extitiffe arbitrabantur, 
They efteemed themfelves, fays he, to have been the fir of 
ali.men, . Herod. 1b. in. Euterpe, 
of 
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of his habitation, where he fettled with fixty 
of his children and grandchildren, © all 
whom he brought along with him, govern- 
ing them as a real father, and inftructing 
them to live with one another, as brothers 
of one and the fame family *.~ He was a 
peaceable man, abhorring the fhedding of 
blood.°,, which he faid would be punifhed 
by the fupreme ruler of the world ‘ex- 
tremely given to the fearch of {ciences, and 

contem~ 


12 °Tis certain from. Bochart, and other learned authors, 
thatthe. Egyptian government, as well as that of moft na- 
tions,,-was, at. firft patriarchal; till Nimrod founded the firft 
kingdom or.empire in the world; whofe example others fol- 
lowed, according to their power. However, the patriarchal 
government was. foon broke, in upon in Egypt, fince they had 
kings in. dbrabam and I/aac’s Time, as we learn from the Old 
Teflament. See Bochart’s Geograpbia Sacra, 

© The:celebrated bifhop of Meau-v, in part iii of his Uniy. Hitt. 
gives. usa. wonderful defcription of the juftice and’ piety of the 
firft Egyptians, who had {uch a, horror of fhedding man’s blood, 
that they. punifhed their criminals after they were dead ; 
which was as much éz terrorem, confidering their fuperfliti- 
ous reverence for their deceafed friends and parents, as if they 
had .been _punifhed when alive. The reafon why the antient 
moral Heathens abhorred the fhedding of blood, might be, 
that Negh’s fons having lived before the deluge, knew that the 
wickednefs of the world was the caufe of that dreadful judg- 
ment; and fhedding of blood being the firft crime punifhed 
by God,: they. might take warning by fuch terrible examples, 
though, .the. impiety. of fome nations, foon obfcured this 
innate light of nature, particularly the defcendants of Ham ; 
all.but this Mifraim ; who with his family, by all accounts, 
firit. peopled Egypt; and they were noted for juftice and know- 
Jedge... It. will be made evident in the fubfequent remarks, 
that thefe Hick/fes were the defcendants of wicked Chanaan, 
or Cufh, who deftroyed the peaceable ftate of the fir Zoyp- 
jians, and introduced idolatry among them; which made 


great 
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contemplation of the heavens ?.\° Ig was he, 
who was the firft. inventor of all. our.arts, 
and) whatever is ufeful for the government 
of life, fprung from him. Though his 
grandfon: Lhaoth4 rather excelled aaa par- 
ticlarly in the more fublime fciences. ‘Thus 
our anceftors lived four hundred. years, en- 
creafing and fpreading over all the land of 
of Egypt, and abounding with the bleffings 
of peace and knowledge ; without guile or 
deceit, neither doing or fearing harm from 
any; till the: wicked defcendants of the 
other 


great numbers. of them fly into other parts of the world to 
fave themfelves. 

p The fame learned bifhop of Meaux, and other hiftorians af- 
fureus, as it is athing well known to all the learned, That arts 

and f{ciences were brought to'very great perfe€tion in the earlieft 
times in Egypt. Mo/es was intr uéted in the {Ciences of the Egypti- 
ans. Triptolemus, the founder of agriculture, came out of Egypt. 
Bacchus, the inventor of wine, according to the antients, came 
out of Egypt, or Libya, w hich: borders upon it ; though it was 
firit learned from Noab. Bisel tee as. and other learned men, 
went into Egypt to be inftrnéted by the priefts, Sc. Herodotus 
fays the fame of himfelf. 

q This Tha-oth, the famous Philofopher of the Eoyptiaas, was. 
before Mercury, or Trifmegi/?us ; though fome take him to be the 
fame. All allow him tobe extremely antient, but cannot fix the 
time when he lived. Hiftorians murder his nameata ftrange rate, 
Bochart cals him fa-autus, lib. it. cap.12. Clemens Alex. lib. 
vi. Strom. fays, he wrote xlii. books of aftrology, geography, 

ph yiick, poli licy, theology, religion, and government. ‘Fo-- 
yep b Ben-Gorion De Dixifione Gentium, calls him, Tutzs ; fome 
‘call him Thest, others, Text, Taunt, Thoth, &c. But, accord- 
ing to this man, his name was T/a-oth. °Tis certain, how- 
ever, that he was the great mafter of the Egyptians ; but deri- 
ved his learning from Noah, who might have the knowledge 
ef arts and feiences from the ee iduvian Wot ‘ld, or from the 
columns 
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ether men, called Hick/oes *, envying their 
happinels, cand the richnefs._ of their coun- 
try, broke in upon them like a torrent, de= 
ftroying all before them, and taking poffef. 
fion of that happy place our anceftors had 
rendered fo flourifhing. \ The poor innocent 
Mezzoranians abhorring, as I faid, the 
thedding of blood, and ignorant of all'viow 
lence, were {lain like fheep all over the coun+ 
try ; and their wives and eae ers violated 
before their eyes. Thofe their mercilefs 
enemy fpared, were made flaves to work 

and till the earth for their new lords. 
(Secretary, Were the inquifitors interrupt 
ed him, and, aiked him, . whether he 
thought it unlawful in allcafes to refift 
force by force, or whether the law of na- 
ture 


columns of Set, which, Fo/epbus fays, contain the principles 
of aftrology, .and were erected before the flood by the nephews 
of Seth: one of which columns, as hedays,. remained Syria in 
his time. ~Fo/eph. An. lib, ii. c. 2. 

t The fame Fafephus, lib. ii. Contra Appion, fays,.. that 
Byckfoes, or Hycloes, an old Egyptian word, fignifes Bagi 
Asis worsvas,, king fhepherds, or king of beafts, given them 
by, the. native Aeyptians, as a. name. of diferace and, con- 
tempt. It is .out.cf.all controverfy. that there was, a.great 
revolution in Egypt, about four hundred years after the flood, 
ora little before Abrabam’s time, .Monficur Du Pix makes 
the time from the flood. to Abrabam’s binth three hundred and 
and fifty years ; and about four hundred to his being called by 
God. "Tis certainalfo, there were kings in Egypt.in dbra- 
hams time, “Tis pr opable thefe kings. were. the Hyck/aes,..or 
king fbepherds, who altered the, government of the antient 
Egyptians, and continued about five kings ee For when 
the patriarch Fo/éph called his father and brethren into Egype, 

he 
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ture did notallow the Mezzoraniaus, to 
réfiftthofe.cruel invaders even to the fhed- 
ding of blood ; as alfo to» punifh. publick 

omalefators with death for the prefervation 
of the whole. >: Their intent. was, as they 
are cautious of any new opinions, to know 
whether he might‘not be a Dogmatzzer, 
and advance fome erroneous notions, ‘€i- 
ther by holding ‘that to be lawful, which 
was not fo ; or denying things to be law- 
ful, which really may be allowable by the 
light of nature, 

Guudentio. © Doubtlefs they might lawfully 
have refifted even to the thedding of blood 
$n thaticafe, as publick criminals may -be 
puttodeath. -lonly acquaint your Reve- 
rences with the notions peculiar) to -thefe 
people; as for the punifhment: of their 


he bid them alk the land of Goen to inhabit, becaufe,, faid 
he, -all fhepherds are-an abomination to the Egyptians. By 
which it appears the fhepherds were lately driven out. In all 
likelihood thefe were ‘the kings who introduced idolatry’ and 
the adoration of brute beaits among the Egyptians, for which 
reafon they called them in derifion king /bepherds, or hing 
beafts. ~The great Bochart, in his Phaleg. looks upon 
this revolution in Egypt to have been before 4braham’s time; 
and fo far ftom being a fi€tion, that he fays in exprefs words, 
Caflucos & Capthorzos (whom he proves to be the people of 
Colchos; for all tis fo far from Egypt) ex AA gypto migraffe cers 
tum eft ante Abrahami tempora. “‘ \tiscertain, fays he, that 
* theCa/luci and the Capthorei went out of Egypt before dbra- 
« Lam's time.” Bochart Phaleg. lib. iv. c. 31. Herodotus in Ens 
terpefays, that the People of Colchos were originally Egypti- 
ans; though fome fay’they.went back fome ages after, and 
fettled in Paleffine, and*wete called after that Poilifines, 
crimi- 
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oeriminals; your Reverences willfeej; when 
Iocome toctheir: laws. and) cuftoms,: that 
they haverother’ ways and; means’ of »pu- 
nifhing» crimes, as effectual, as putting to 
death; thoughliving entirely within them- 
felves; free frony all mixture and.com- 
merce with other people, they have pre- 
ferved their primitive innocence in that re- 
{pect tova very great degree. » Lnguifitor. 
Go on. 


The Popbar continuing his:relation, ad- 
ded: ‘But! what was moft intolerable: was, 
that) thefe:impious Hickfoes forced -them 
tocadore men ‘and beafts,, and -even infects 
fory godsi2) nay, and, fome to.fee)) their 


children? offered) in facrifice to; thofe-inhu- 
man deities 2 This dreadful inundation fel! 
at firft only on the lower parts of Egypr, 
which ‘was’ then the moft:flourifhing, » As 
many of the diftrefled inhabitants as could 
efcape their cruel hands, fledto the upper 
parts of the country, in hopes to find there 
fome little. refpite . from. their. misfortunes, 
But alas!’ what could they do? they knew 
no ufe of. arms: neither would their laws 
fuffer them:to deftroy their own fpecies; fo 


*Thefe” Hyckfes being’ in all appearance the defcendants 
of wicked “Chanaan or Cufh, were fo ‘abominably impious, 
23° td. facrifice’ haman’ vittims and’ children’ to their falte 
Gods ; and ‘even were the fir authors of all impiety and 


idolatry. 
that 


96 ~The Adventures of 


that they expected every hour to be devoured 
by their cruel enemies. The heads of the fa- 
milies in fuch diftrefs were divided ‘in their 
counfels, of rather they had no counfel to 
follow : fome of them fied into the neigh- 
bouring deferts, which you have feen ‘are 
very difmal, ‘on both fides the upper part of 
that kingdom; they were difperfed like a 
a flock of fheep fcattered by the ravenous 
wolves. The confternation was fo great, 
they were refolved to fly to the fartheft parts 
of the*earth, rather than fall into the hands 
of thofe inhuman monfters, The greateft 
patt of them agreed to build fhips, and try 
their fortune by fea. Our great father Mez- 
zoraim had taught them the art ‘of making 
boats®, to crofs the branches of the’ great 
river [Ni/e}, which fome faid he had learn- 
ed by being preferved in fuch a thing from 
a terrible flood that over-flowed all the 
jand *, Which inftrument of their prefer- 
vation they fo improved afterwards, that 


$ It is highly probable the Egyptians had the knowledge of 
fhipping long before: the Greeks, whofe finelt thip was Argo, 
built by Ja/on to fetch the golden fleece from, Golcbos. 
The firft notion of fhipping was undoubtedly taken from 
the ark ; the Egyptians were neceffitated ‘to make ufe: of 
boats, by reafon of the annual overflowing of the river 
Nile,. and to pafs the different branches into which, that 
famous river divides itfelfin the lower Egypt. The Szdonians, 
whom Bochart proves to be the defcendants of Chanaan, had 
the ule of fhipping, as he alfo proves, before the children of 
Jfrael departed out of Egypt. 

* In all appearance this muft have been Noah’s flood, . 
which ’tis much Signor Rdedi paffes over in’his remarks. 


&. they 
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they could crofs the leffer feat without. any 
difficulty, This being: refolved on, . they 
could not agree where to go: fome being re- 
folved to. go by one fea, tome by the other. 
However. they fet all hands to work, fo 
that in a year’s time they had built a vaft 
number of veffels; trying them backwards 
and forwards along the coafts, mending 
what. was, deficient, and, improving what 
they imagined might be. for their greater 
fecurity.;.. They thought, now, or at. leaft 
their eagernefs to avoid their enemies made 
them think, they; could go with fafety all 
over the main fea, As our anceftors had 
chiefly given themfelves to the fludy of arts 
and {iciences, and the knowledge of nature, 
they were the moft capable of fuch enter- 
prizes of any people in the world... But the 
apprehenfion of all that was miferable being 
juft frefh before their eyes, quickned their 
indufiry to fuch a degree, as none but. men 
in the like circumftances can have a juft 
idea of, Moft of thefe men were thofe 
who had fled in crouds from lower Egyp7. 
The natural inhabitants of the upper parts, 
though they were in very great confterna- 
tion, and built fhips as faft as they could, 
yet their fears were not fo immediate, efpe- 
cially feeing the Hick/oes remained yet quiet 

* Egype is bounded on the one fide by the end of the Medi. 


terranean ; on the other fide by the Red Sea, dividing it from 
Arabia: this he calls the Leffler fea, as being much narrower 


han the Mediterranean. 
a e 
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in their new poffeffions, But news being 
brought-them, that the F7ck/oes began to 
ftir again, more {warms of their'cruel brood 
ftill’flocking intothat rich country, they re- 
folved now to delay the time no longer, “but 
to commit ‘themfelves, wives, and children, 
withoall that was moft dear and precious, to 
the mercy of that inconftant element, rather 
than-truft to the barbarity of their own fpe- 
cies. ‘They who came out of the lower 
Leypt, were refolved to crofs the Great fea, 

and 


| ® This Gréat fea, as diftinguifhed from the Lef&s, muft be the 
Mediterranean. .'Thofe who fled by that fea, muft be thofe 
who went to Colchos; they could not go by land over the J/p- 
mus, becaule the Hick/fees poured in upon them that way : 
we muft not fuppofe they went all the way by ‘fea to Colehas, 
quite round by the ftreights of He/lefpont. They mutt crofs 
the end of the Mediterranean, and go by land the fhorteft 
way they could till they came to the borders of the Euxize 
fea.. "Tis almoft incredible men fhould go fo far'to feck an 
habitation. But Bochart fays, "tis certain the people of 
Colchos came out of Egypt; they muft therefore have’ been 
driven out by fome terrible enemies. You will fay, why may 
not this firft revolution in Egypt, which Bochart fpeaks of, 
have been made by the great Semiramis, wife to Ninus, the 
fon of Nimrod ?. *Tis an{wered in the firt place, becaule Fo- 
Jephus calls the firft invaders of Egypt, Baosasis MOobeévecs, king 
foepherds, which can’t agree with the great heroine Semira- 
mis. 2d, Becaufeit is: not credible, notwithftanding the 
contrary opinion of moft hiftorians, that Ninus, the hufband 
of Semiramis, could be fo early as they make him to be, 
a. ¢. the fon of Nimrod, but fome other Ninus long after him’ 
For though Semiramis conquered Egypt and afterwards loft her 
army againi the Zthiopians, this could not be fo foon after 
the flood ;_ becanfe hiftorians defcribe that army to confift of 
three hundred thoufand men inftruéted in difcipline after a 
military manner, armed with warlike chariots, €¥c. as were 
the Atbiopians againft her, and even fuperior to her. “I fay, 

"tis 
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and. with immenfe. labour, were:/forced.to 
earry-their, materials partly by land, -till they 
came.to the outermoft branch of ‘the Nile; 
lince their enemies coming ‘over the Tphmus; 
though they hindered them from -going,out 
of their country by land,, unlefs. by the de- 
ferts, yet had not taken. poflefionof,-that 
part of the country.,.’Tis-needlefs,to re+ 
count their cries, and. Jamentations' at their 
leaving their dear country, . 1 thallvonly. tell 
You, that they ventured into the Great fea, 
which they crofied, and never ftopped till 
they, came. to, another fea *) onthe fides of 
which ‘they fixed their habitation, ‘that they 
might go off again in cafe. they ,were,pur- 
fueds> «This! we -learnt fromthe “account 
of our anceftors who met with fome. of 
them that.came: to: vifit the tombs of their 
deceafed parents, as we do; but ’fis an imi- 
menie time fince,.and we never heard. any 
more of them.—The other part; who were 
much the greater number, went down. the 
Leffer fea ¥, having built their fhips:on that 
fea > 


*tis not.credible fuch oréat arrhies could-be raifed fo foon after 
the flood,-if the.was daughter-in-law to Nimrod the great hun- 
ter; wlio was the fon of Cuf, and great. prandfon to 
N sil 

* i.e. Phe Exxine fea. 

Ya.e>The Red Sea. There were fevyeral other revolutions in 
Esypt,-as, by the Fithiopians, after’ Semiramis was conquers 
ed ;-who were expelled -againy either by the great Séopris, of 
whom Herodotus relates fach famous exploits ; or a little be- 
fore’ by his predeceffor. The Chanaanites ‘alloy who were 
driven out.of 1 Patefline bys J efoua, conquered fart of it, as 
we fhall fee afterwards. Long after that, it was {ubdued by 
Nabucedonofr, who deflroyed’ the renowned city of Thebes, 

R62 what 
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fea ;) they. never {topped or, touched on either 
fide; \till.they came to.a narrow: .partof. it *, 
whichJed, them into thevaft ocean,. there 
they turned off, to the left into the eafers 
{ea*,..But:;whether they were {wallowed up in 
the, mercilefs.abyfs, .or carried. into fome 
unknown 


with her hundred gates. Bochart in Ninive. Then the Per- 
fans onder Camby/es the fon of Cyrus the Great. In fine, the 
Romans made a province of it in Augu/tus’s time. Strabo fays ot 
of ‘that famous city of Thebes, vow 02 mapa dav ovvormctras! GAC 
refent, fays he, ‘tis\but a,poor village. 
Atque vetus Thebe centum jacet obruta portis. 
Javen. Sat. 15. 
z This mutt be the fireights of Babelmandel, whichlerthem 
into theivalLa/fern ocean. 
a°Tisdikely'that colony was carried to China 5 fons let; what 
will’ come ‘of this“man’s relations, there are very dirong rea- 
fons to believes that the Chine/e, notwithftanding the wait.di- 
ftance from Egypt) came originally from that country;: about 
the time of the invafion of the 4iag /bepherds, which was be- 
fore ‘Facoband his fons went into the land of Egypt... For who- 
ever compares the account given by the learned: bifhop,of 
Meaux; inthe third part of his univerfal hiftory, of the lives 
and manners of the firlt Eeyptians, with thofeof the Chine/e, 
will find them to agree ina great many points. As. 1/?,) their 
boafted antiquity: 2d/j, their fo early knowledge of arts: and 
fciences: 3dly, their veneration for learned men, who have the 
preference before others : 4#4/, their policy : .52>/y, their.un- 
accountable fuperftition or their deceafed parents: 61/7, their 
annual vifiting the family of their ancefto:s: 7rb/y, their peace- 
able difpofitions : $¢h/y, their religious worfhip., As for this 
laft, *tis well known the firlt Egyptians worfhipped the fun, 
long before the Gods pis, and Jfs, and Anubis, were intro- 
duced among them by their idolatrous invaders... And, the 
Chinefe to this day worfhip the material Heaven, as is feen 
in the condemnation of the Fefuzts by Clem. XI. Laftly, the 
ufe of Pyramids in Lgypt, which were like antient idols 
among the Chinefe. See the account of them * in, Moreri +. 
The only difficulty is to know how they got from Egypt to 
China, which is not fo infupportable as people may imagine. 
*Tis certain, the Egyptians, as has been remarked, had avery 
*ive. Pyramids. . $F Editio Clerici. 
early 
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unknown regions, we cannot tell, for they 
were never heard of more. ’ Only of: late 
‘years, we have heard talk at Grand Cazro, 
of a very numerous and civilized’ nation in 
the eaffern parts of the world, whofe laws 
and cuftoms have fome refemblance to 
ours; but who, and what they are} we can- 
not tell, fince we have never met with any 
ef them. 

The father of our nation, fince we fepa- 
rated ourfelves from the reft of the world, 
who was prieft of the fun at No-om >, (call- 


early knowledge of navigation. °Tis certain alfo,. that in 
thofe barbarous invafions, the invaders of kingdoms almoft 
aeftroyed all before them: Since we. find’ therefore in: the 
moft antient hiftories, that. there was, a-moft terrible revolu- 
tion in Egypt about that time made by the people, whofe cu- 
ftoms the Egyptians had in abomination, the Chine/e might feek 
their fortune by fea, and might be carried beyond the Perfaxz 
gulph, till:they came to Cochin China, from whence they 
might get into the main continent, and {o people that vaft em- 
pire; preferving their antient laws and cuftoms inviolable, So 
that, whatever becomes of this man’s relation, ’tis extremely 
probable, the Cine/e came firft from Egypt. 

b No-om, or No-on, fignifies, in the old Mexzoranian, or 
old Egyptian language, the houfe of the fun, Their words 
are made up of monofyllables put together like the Chinese, 
which is another reafon why the Chineje ought to be looked up- 
onas'a colony of the Egyptians. Vide the remarks of the 
foregoing part of this relation. The Patriarch Jofeph-mar- 
vied the daughter of the prieft of Oz; which feveral learned 
men fay, isthe fame with Heliopolis, or) city of the fun. 
‘From \No comes the Egyptiax, Nomes,.or divilions of the 
country, which the great Bochart in-his.Phaleg {ays is an 
Egyptian, nota Greek word, though Dynafy is Greek. Bochart. 
lib. iv. co 24. Hence very likely came the Nomades, and 
Numidez, from their wandering and. frequently changing their 
habitation, or names; the firft and moft antient of all nations 


liyed thus. 
H 3 ed 
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ed, afterwards by thofe mifcreants No-Ams= 
mon», becaufe.of the temple of Hammon) 
was Boe alleep in this general confternation ; 
but did, not.as yet think they would come 
up fo high into the land... However,, he 
thought proper to look out for a place. to 
fecure, humfelf and family. in,.cafe of need. 
He was the “deicendant, in a. direct line, 
from the great Ta-cfb-; and was perfecily 
verfed in all.the learned fciences;.of his an- 
‘eeftors. He gueffed there muf it certainly .b 

{ome ae country, beyond thole.drea 4. 
ful fands that Tinie inn ee if he could 
but find a way,to it, where he might fecure 
himfelf and family; at leaft, till, .thofe 
troubles were over: for he did not at that 
time think of [eay ing his native country for 
goodand all. But, like a true father of his 


&'That is, the houfe or temple of Haw, or Hammon ; or 
Charnoon, or Cham, 08 Bechart varies i. This Ham was the 
Tyrian, Fupiter, aodin this place was afterwards: fituated the 
great city of Thebes, as has been .ebferved . before, called. by 
the Greeks Diofpolis, or the city of Fupiter. Cadmus, who 
was of Thebes in Palcfine, being driven out!from:thence by 
Fora, built. its, but.was driven out from it,,and fe-ced to 
retire to Tyre, from whence he conduéted a colony of Tyrians, 
or banifhed Chazaanites, into Beotia, where he built Thebes 
alfo, or rather the citadel of Thebes, called Cadmeia. Vide 
Bochart, in Cadmus and Hermione. Which. lait the fame, Av- 
thor fays, came originally from mount Hermon in Paleftine s 
‘and as that word in the Chananean languages fignifies .a fer- 
pent, from hence arofe the fable of the ferpent’s teeth turn- 
ing into men. The temple of Fupiter-Ammon, or Hammon, in 
Africa, Was built by the Chinani, who. {pread themfelyes 


from. Egypt into Libya. 
people, 
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people, which the name of Pophar implies; 
he was refolved to venture his own life, ra- 
ther than expofe his whole family to be loft 
in thofe difmal deferts. He had five fons, 
and five daughters married to as‘many fons 
and daughters of his deceafed brother*. His 
two eldeft fons had even grand-children, 
but his two youngeft fons as then had no 
children, He left the government and care of 
all tohiseldeft fon, in cafe he himfelf thould 
mifcarry ; and took his two youngeft fons, 
who might beft be fpared, along with him, 
Having provided themfelves with water for 
ten days, with bread, and dried fruits, juft 
enough to fubfift on, he was refolved to tr 

five days journey end-ways through thefe 
fands, and if he faw no hopes of makinga dif- 
covery that time, to return again before his 
provifions were {pent, and then try the fame 
method towards another quarter. . In. hort, 
he fet out with all fecrecy, and pointing his 
courle direly we/fward, the better to guide 
himdelf, he came. to the firft-grove: that we 
arrived at, in a littl: more time than we 
took up. incoming. thither, Having now 


¢*Tis certain that the antients, particularly the eefern na- 
tions, married their nigh relations, as well as the JF ews,,.to 
Keep up their names or tribes; but we don’t find in hiftory 
that they married their own fifters, till the Perfian kings, 
who were condemned for it by the Grects.. The Eoyptians 
under'the Prolemics followed that barbarous cuftom, though 
they begun with Ptolemy Lagus, one of the captains of Alex- 
ander 5 the Ynca’s in America did the fame, not to profane 
their blood, as they faid, with other mixtures. . 


H 4 time 
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time enough before him, and.feeing: there, 
was water and fruits in abundance} he. éxa- 
mined the extent of that delicious, vale 3,4 
he found it was large enough to faubfitt.a,; 
great many thoufands, in cafe they. thould 
incteafe and be forced to flay there. fome- 
generations, ,as in effect they did, After 
this they laid in provifions as. before, ‘with 
dates and fruits of the natural produce of 
the earth, finer than ever were’ feen in 
figypt, to encourage them. in their tranfmi- 
gration, and fo fet out again for his native 
country,.."["he time prefixed for his. return, 
was clapled by, his ftay in viewing the,coun=,. 
try; fo that his people had entirely) given: 7 
him for loft. But the joy for his unexpea- }. 
ed return, with the promifing hopes of fuch 
a fafe and happy retreat; made them unani-,.4 
moufly refolve to follow him, Wherefore, 
on the. firft news of the Aiick/oes being. in 
motion again, they packed up all their ef- 
fects and provifions as privately as. they 
could ; but particularly all the monuments 
of arts and’ fciences left by their anceftors, 
with notes and. obfervations of every part of 
their dear country, which they were going 
to leave, but hoped to fee again. when the 
ftorm was over... hey arrived without any ~ 
confiderable difafter, and refolved only to 
live in tents till they could return to:their™*’ 
nativeshomes. \As they increafed in‘num- 
ber, ‘they defcended. further. into. the vale, 
| which 
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which there began to fpread itfelf different 
ways, and fupplied'them with all the necef- | 
fariés ‘and conveniencies of life’; “fo that they 
lived in the happieft banifhment they could 
with’; ‘never ftirring out of the vale for {e- 
veral years, for fear of being difcovered. ‘The 
Pophar finding himfelf grow old’ (having 
attained almoft two hundred years of age d)) 
though he was hale and {trong for his 
years, refolved’ to vifit his native ‘countr 

once more before he died, and get what in- 
telligence he could for the common intereft. 

Accordingly, he and two more difsuifed 
themfelves, and repaffed the deferts again. 
They juft ventured at firft into the borders 
of the'country: but, alas! when he came 
there, he found it all over-run by the bar- 
barous Hzck/oes. All the poor remains of the 
Mezzoraneans were made flaves ; and thofe 

barbarians had begun’ to build habitations, 


4 The regular lives of the firt Egyptians, and of thefe pea- 
ple defcended from them together with the climate, their 
diet of fruits and liquors, their exemption from violent paf- 
fions, without being corrupted by the {purious frawn of other 
nations, and the like, might contribute very much to the 
Jength of their lives, and ftrength proportionably.. The Mg- 
crobit, or Long-livers, a people of Ethiopia, and a colony of 
the antient’ Egyptians, lived to a vat age, and were called 
Macrobii from. their. long lives. See Herodotus of the Ziyi. 
epians ; and what he fays of their ftrength\in the bow, which 
they {ent to Canchy/és, when he had denounced war againft 
them 5 faying, that when he could bend that bow, he might 
make war againft them ; which. bow only Smerdis Canchy- 
fes’s brother could bend, and for that reafon was. afterwards 
put to death by his brother out of envy, 


and 
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andveftablith themfelves, as if they defign- 
ed: never more to depart the country, They 
had made WVo-om one of their chief towns*, 
where they erected a temple to their Ram- 
God #, ‘calling it Mo-Hammons, with fuch 
inhuman laws and cruelties, as drew a 
flood (of. tears from his aged eyes *.. How- 
ever, being a man of great prudence and 
forefight, he eafily imagined, by their tyran- 
‘nical way of living, they could not conti- 
nue long in that {tate without fome new 
revolution, ‘After making what obfervati- 
‘ons he could, and vifiting the tombs of his 
fore-fathers; he returned to the vale, and 
died in'that place where you faw the pyra- 
mid built to hismemory., Not many gene- 
“rations. after, according as he had forefeen, 
the natives, made defperate by the tyranni- 
cal oppreffions of the Aick/ocs, were forced 
to break in uponitheir primitive laws, which 
forbad them to {hed blood ; made a general 
infurre@tion, and, calling .in, their .neigh- 
© It feems Thebes, though afterwards fuch a prodigious city, 
was then but the head of the name of that man’s family. 

fFupiter Hammon, whom Bachart proves to have been Ham 

or Cham, the fon of Noah, was reprefented with a ram’s head, 
ewhich ‘was held in fuch abomination by the fir, Egypzians, 


from’ whence they called thole firft invaders Hick/oes. 
& No: Hammon, the houle of the Ram-God. 
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bours, around: them, fell upon the Hick/oes 
when they leaft expected it, and.drove them 
out.of, the country. . They. were headed by 
a.brave.man of a mixt race, his mother be- 
Ing a beautiful Mezzoranian, and his fa- 
thera Sabian’, After. this young con- 
queror had driven out the fickfoes, he efta- 
blifhed anew form of government, makin 
himfelf king over his brethren; (but not af- 
ter the tyrannical manner of the Eiickfoes) 
and grew very powerful, , Our ancettors 
fent, perfons from time to time to inform 
themfelves how matters went, ‘They found 
the kingdom ina flourifhing condition, in- 
deed, under the conquering Sofi *, for fohe 
was called. , He and. his fucceffors made it 
one of the moft powerful kingdoms: of the 
earth ;. but the. laws. were different: from 
what they had been in the time of our an- 
i Thefe Sabans' were the defeendants of fome of the {Ens 
of Chuo, or Chufs, avery tall race of men, great nepotia- 


tors, and more polite than the other Arabians. Bochart. in 
Seba filio Chus, where he quotes a paflage out of Agatharcides 
of the handfomnefs of the Sabeaus, 

Te cupola iss tev xeroinsy ley aEworoyereece, 
The bodies of the inhabitants [the Sab<zans| are more maje- 
flick than other men. 

* This muft be the great Sefoftris or Sefofis; of whom the 
learned bithop of Meaux, as alfo Flercdotus, fays {ach glorious 
things. Though authors don’t fay precifely when he lived, 
all acknowledge him to have flourifhed in the earlieft times. 
Fle extended his conquefts over the greatelt part of the Eat, 
and almoft over the known world, as fome fay. . Where his 


enemies were cowards, and made no refiftance, he fet up 
flatues of them refembling women, Herodot. lib. ii. Euterpe. 


Monf, de Meaux, Par. iii. Hitt. Univ. This 


great conqueror’s 
fame is very mugh varied by authors, 


ceftors, 
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ceftors, or even from thofe the great Sos 
had eftablithed. Some of his fucceffors be- 


ganto be very tyrannical; they made flaves 


of their brothers, and invented 2 néw reli- 


ion ; fome adoring the fun, fome the gods 
of the Hick/oes; fo that our anceftors, as 
they, could. not think of altering their laws, 
though they might have returned again, 


chofe rather to continue ftill unknown in © 


that vale, under their patriarchal govern- 
ment, Neverthelefs, in procefs of time, 
they. encreafed fo much, that the countty 
was. not capable of maintaining them, fo 
that they had been obliged to return, had 
not another revolution in Eygpt forced them 
to feek out a new habitation. T his change 
was,made.by a face of people called Cna- 
nim}, as wicked and barbarous in effect, 


1 Thefe in all appearance were the wicked Chanancans, who 
being to be deftroyed, and being driven ‘out of Chanaan: by 
Fofbua, difperfed them({elves, and invaded. the greateft part 
ef the countries round about them. Bochart in Chanaan 
proves almoit demonftrably, that they difperfed themfelves 
over all the iflands and fea-ports of Europe, Afia, and Africa. 
In his preface he quotes a moft curious paflage out of Praco- 
pius De bello Ve ‘andelico, of a pillar that was found in Africa, 
with a Phenitian or Chananean infeription which fignifies in 


Greek, ‘ 
HMEIz EZMEN Ol @EXYTONTEL. ATO Pearoner 
wroYr TOY ABTTOY YOY NATH, : 


We are thofe who fied from the face of \evus, or Jofhua the Rob- 


ber, the fon of Nave, Eufebius, in Chronico, has much the 
and St. 4uffin, in his. City of God, fays, that the an- 
tient country people about Hippo in Africa, who were the 
remains of the antient Cartbaginian’, if you afked them who 
they ‘were, would anfwer, Weare originally Chanani, oF 


OChananeans. 
but 


fame 5 
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but..more -politick, than the . Azck/oes 3 
though fome faid they were originally the 
fame people, who being driven out of their 
own country by others more powerful than 
themfelves, came pouring in, not only over 
all the ee of Mezoraim, bit all along the 
coa{ts of both feas, deftroying all before 
them, with greater abominations than the 
Hick/oes had ever been guilty of : In fhort, 
a faithlefs and moft perfidious race of men, 
that corrupted the innocent manners ™ oF 
the whole earth. Our fore-fathers were 
in: the moft dreadful coufternation ima- 
ginable... There. was now no — profpect 
of ever returning into their antient country. 
They were furrounded with deferts on all 
fides. "The place they were in began to be 
too narrow for fo many thoufands as they 
were. increafed.to: nay, they did not know 
but»the wicked. Cxanim,. who. were at the 
fame time the boldeft and moft: enterpri- 
zing. mation under. the fun”, might find 
them 


m The celebrated Bochart, fo often quoted, proves that the 
Pheenicians or Carthaginians, whom he alfo proves to have 
been Chananeans, were the Perfons who fpread idolatry, with 
all the tribe of the Heathen Gods, and their abominable rites, 
over the whole world. Bochart in Chanaaz.. ‘The fame au- 
thor fays, the Phenicians, or Chanani, invaded Egypt about 
that very time. This he. proves direftly : and» that they had 
their Cafra about, Memphis ; as alfo that Cadmus and, Phenix, 
whom he makes contemporaries with Foua, having fled be- 
fore him, came out of Leyptafterwards, and )built Thebvs in 
Beotia. See allo Herodotus in Euterpe. 

» Herodotus {ays, That they failed (even in thofe early days) 

from 


I 
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them out fome time or other. Being fig 


this diftréfs; ‘they ‘refolved to feck ‘out 4 
new ‘habitation; and, to that. end, com- 
pared all the notes and obfervations on 
the heavens, the courfe of the fun, the fea= 
fons and natute of the climate, and what- 
ever elfé might direét them what courfe 
to fteer. They did not doubt but that 
there might’ be fome habitable countries 
in the midft of thofe vaft deferts, perhaps 
as delicious as the’ vale they lived in, if they 
could’ but come at them. Several perfons 


were fent out to make difcoveries, but with= 
Sut fuceefs. ‘The fands were too vaft to tra 
vel over without ‘water, and they could find, 


no fprings nor’ rivers. At length the mott 
favacious Of them’ began to reflect, that 
the annual overflowing of the great river 
Wile, whofe head could never be found out, 
muft proceed from fome prodigious rains 
which fell fomewhere fouthward of them 
about that time'of the year ; which rains, if 
they could but luckily time and meet with, 
might not only fupply them with water, but 
alfo render the country fertile where they 
fell, Accordingly the chief Pophar, aflifted 
by'fome of the wifeft men, generoufly re- 


from the Red fea, round Africa, and came back to Egypt 
through the ftreights, and up the Mediterranean. Herodot. Mel- 
pomene, and Bochart. That Hanno the elder, by order_of 
the fenate of Carthage, failed round the greateft part of the 
world, and after his return delivered to them an account of 
his voyage, which is called the Periplus of Hanno. He affect> 
“ed to be honoured as a God for it, and lived before Solomon's 
time. Baccart in Chanaan, lib. i. ¢. 37. 


{olved 
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 folved to run all rifques to faye his people. 
Lhey computed the precife time when, the 
Nile overflowed, and allowed for the! time 
the waters muft take in defcending fo far. as 
Egypt... They. thought therefore, if they 
could but carry. water enough to fupply them 
till they met. with thefe rains, they) would 
help them to go on further, At length, 
five of them fet-ont, with ten dromedaries; 
carrying as. much water and provifions as 
might, ferve them for fifteen days, to bring 
them back again in cafe there was no hopes. 
They fteered their courfe as we did, though 
not quite fo exaé&t the firt time, till they 
came, to the place, where. we are.now, 
Finding here, as their notes tell ys 95 agtits 
tle rivulet, which is fince {wallowed up, by 
the fands, they filled their vefiels, and went 
up to take an obfervation ; as we did: but 
feeing the figns of the great hurricanes, 
which was our. greateft encouragement, 
‘it had like to have driven them into defpair ; 
for the Pophar, knowing the danger of bes 
ing over-whelmed in the fands, thought of 
nothing but flying back as fat as he could, 
fearing to be fwallowed up. in thole, ftifling 
whirlpools. . This apprehenfion made him 
lay afide all thoughts of fucceeding towards 


° Thofe wife antients kept records of every thing that was 
memorable and «ofeful for theiy people. If this had been the 
practice of the Europeans, we fhould not have lo fo many fe- 
crets of nature ase have, 


that 
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that climate ; and now his chief care was 
how to get back again with fafety for him- 
felf and his people, But finding all conti- 
nue tolerably ferene where they were, they 
made a halt in order to make fome farthef 
obfervations. In the mean time, they re- 
feGed that thofe hurricanes muft be fore- 
runners of tempefts and rain, Then they 
recollected that no rain, or.what was very 
inconfiderable, ever fell in Egypt”, or fora 
great way fouth of it, till they came within 


the tropicks ; and thence concluded, that 


the rains muftrun parallel with the equater, 
both under it, and for fome breadth on both 
fides, till they met the rife of the river Nr/e, 
and there caufed thofe vaft inundations fo 
hard to be accounted for by other people. 
That, in fine, thofe rains muft laft a confi- 
derable while, and probably, though be- 
ginning with tempefts, might continue in 
fettled rain, capable of being paffed through, 
Then he at firft refolved to venture back 
again to the firft vale: but being a man 


of great prudence, he prefently confidered, 


p This is well known by all the defcriptions of that coun. 
try, the inundation of the Ni/e fupplying the want of it, and 
making it one of the moft fertile kingdoms in the world; 
every one knows it was once the granary of the Roman empire, 
However, fome fmall sain falls fometimes: nor is there any 
more higher up in the country. The overflowing of the Nile 
is known. to be caufed by vait rains falling under the line, or 
about that climate ; and fince thofe don’t take Egypt and the 
adjoining part of Africa in their way, they muit by confe- 
quence ran parallel with the line ; which was a very natural 
and philofonhical obfervation of thefe wife men. 
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that as. he could not. proceed on his way 
without ‘rains, fo he could not come «back 
againsbat bythe: fame help, which coming 
only at-one feafon; mutt take up a whole 
year before he could return, Hoy rever, he 
was refolved to venture on, not doubting but 
if he.could. fiad a habitable country, he 
fhould alfo find fruits enough to fabAR on, 
till. the next’ feafon,, Therefore he ordered 
tworof his companions to-return»the fame 
way they came, to'tell his people not to ex- 
pect him) till the next year, if Providence 
fhould bring him ‘back, at alli; but if he did 
not teturn by. the time of the overflowing 
ofthe JVile,| or:thereabouts, they might give 
him. over. for lofty and mut never attempt 
that-way any more.) ‘They took their leaves 
of one another as if it were the lat adiet, 


ta ee 


andfetout at the fame tume ; two of them 
for their-homesiin the firtt valeyand the other 


three for thofe unknown regions:; being de- 
ftitute-of all other:-hélos buat thofe of a edit 
rageous mind, i:he«t 


nreé came: back to 
thissplace, whereit thundered and tened 
as it does now ; but the Pophar obferyed it 
dtilktended fidesways, and cuefled 


the fitft-viclente was over: 


Cc ns 7 rN \ eae : ieee ay 
e.more;fettled.... The next day. it 


asvhe forefaw*; whereupon, retom mendifig 
himiclf to the great Author of ‘cut being, 
he:launched boldly:out into that vatt- ocean 
of fands and rain; fteering his courte fouth- 


ol weit, 
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Weft, rather inclining towards the fouth. 
They-went as far as the heavy fands and 
tains would let them, till their dromedaries 
could hardly go any further. “Then ‘they 
pitched their tents and refrefhed themfelves 
jaft enough to undergo new labour, well 
knowing all their lives depended on their 
expedition. They obferved the fands to be 
of a different kind from what they had feen 
hitherto, fo fine, that any guft of wind 
muft overwhelm man and beaft, only the 
rains had clogged and laid them. 

Not to prolong your expectationtoo much: 
they ‘went on thus for ten days, till the 
rains began to abate; then they faw their 
lives or deathstwould foon be determined, 
‘The 11th day the ground begam ‘to grow 
harder in patches, ern here and there a 
little mofs on the furface, and now and then 
a {mall withered fhrub. This revived their 
hopes, that they fhould find good land in’a 
fhort time, and in effect, the foil changed for 
the better every flep they took; and now 
they began to fee little hills covered with 
srafs, and the valleys fink down as if there 
might be brooks and rivers. The twelfth 
and thirteenth day cleared all their doubts, 
‘and brought them into a country, which, 
though not very fertle, had both water and 
fruits; with a hopeful profpect further on of 
hills and dales, all habitable and flourith- 
ing. Here they fell proftrate on the earth, 


1 
‘ 


acoring 
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adoring the; creator of all things,, who,had 
conducted them fafe through fo many dan- 
gers, and kifling the ground, which was to 
be the. common nurfe for them, and, as they 
hoped, for all their pofterity : when they 
had repofed themfelves for fome days, they 
proceeded further into the country, which 
they found to mend upon them the more 
they advanced intoit. Not intending to re- 
turn till next year, they fought the proper- 
eft place for their habitation ; and fetting up 
marks at every moderate diftance not to lofe 
their. way back again, they made for the 
higheft hills they could fee, from. whence 
they perceived an.immenfe and_ delicious 
country every way; but, to their greater fa- 
tisfaction, no.inhabitants. . They wandered 
thus at pleafure through thofe natural gar- 
dens, where there was.a perpetual {pring in 
fome; kinds of the produce of, the earth, 
and the ripenefs of autumn with, the moft 
exquifite fruits in others.. They kept the 
moit exact obfervations poflible.. Which- 
ever way, they went, there were not only 
{prings and fountains in abundance, but, as 
they guefled (for they kept the, higher 
ground) the heads of great rivers and. lakes, 
fome,ot which they could perceive ;. fo that 
they were fatisfied there was. rcom enough 
for whole. nations, without any danger, as 
they could find, of being difturbed. By 
their, obfervation of the fun, they were 

I2 ~ nighes 
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nigher the equator than they had imagins 
ed 4, fo that they there pafied the middle 
i pace betwe en the tropick and the line. Be- 

ng come back to their firft ftation, they there 
ode the proper feafon for their return. 


The rains came ribi mething fooner than the 
year before, becaufe they were further wett- 
ward. The hurricanes were nothing like 
what they were in the vaft fands, As foon 
as they ee? to fix in fettled rains, they. 
fet out again as before, ae in twenty days 
time fron the laft fetting out, happily ar- 


rived at the place where they Pe their. dear 
friends nid relations, whofe joy for. their 
their fafe and happy arrival was ereater than 
1 can presen to defcribe,  T Nene is tl 
Bia hero. accon siesie ied Pe ereat under- 


Parr of tl the ane sonquet j 
was projected, formed, and executed by his 
own wifdom and courage; not by expofing 
and as icing the lives of thoufands of hi 
- fubjects, perhaps greater men than himfe 


we 
Ch be 


4 aise we may imagine a leffer circle parallel to the tro- 
picks and the equ ator, which is called Maximus parallelorum 3 
yet whoever travels either by land or fea, parallel as he thinks, 
to the equator, does not fo, but will apt proach to it; nay and 
érofs itat laft, (unlefs he goes {pira lly) and pins indentures 
as-he goes along : the reafon is, becaufe wherever we are, we 
are’on the fummit of the globe with refped to us, gps our feet 
make a perpendicular to the center; fo that if we go round 
the globe, we fhall make a great circle, and by confequence 
cut the equator. 


but 
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but by expofing his own life for the fafety 
of thofe that depended on him. 

It were too tedious to recount to you all 
the difficulties and troubles they had, both 
in réfolving to undertake fuch a hazardous 
tran{migration, as well as thofe. of tranf- 
porting fuch a multitude, with their wives 
and children, and all their moft precious 
effects, over thofe mercilefs fands, which 
they could only pafs at one feafon of the 
year. But the voyage being at length re- 
folved on, and the good Pophar wilely con- 
fidering the difficulties: and neceffity, the 
mother of invention, urging him, at the 
fame time, to gain as much time as he 
could, fince the vale where they were at 
prefent was fufficient to maintain them till 
the rains came ; got all his people hither in 
the mean time, to be ready for the feafon. 
‘The new-born children were left with their 
mothers, and people to take care of them, 
till they were able to bear the fatigue. Thus, 
in feven years time, going backwards and 
forwards every feafon, they all arrived fafe, 
where we our felves hope to be in ten or 
twelves days time. This great hero we de- 
fervedly honour, as another Mefraim, the 
fecond founder of our nation, from whofe 
joins you your felf fprung by the furer fide, 
and are going to be incorporated again with 
the offspring of your firft anceftors, 

. i 3 Flere 
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Here he ended his relation, and your Re- 
verences may eafily believe, I was in the 
greateft admiration at this unheard of ac- 
count. As it raifed the ideas I had of the 
people, fo I could not be forry to find my 
felf, young and forlorn as I was before, in- 
corporated. with, and allied to fuch a flou- 
rifhing and civilized nation, My expecta- 
tion was not difproportionable to my ideas : 
I was perfuaded I was going into a very 
fine country ; but the thoughts of their be- 
ing pagans left fome little damp on my {pi- 
rits, and was a draw back to my expected 
happinefs. _ However, I was refolved to pre- 
ferve my religion, at the expence of all that 
was dear to me, and even of life itfelf- 

By this time, the Popbar ordered us “to 
refreth our felves, and prepare all things 
for our departure, though the ftorm of 
thunder and lightning did not ceafe till to- 
wards morning, At length all things being 
ready for our moving; we marched, on flowly 
till we came into the courfe of the rains. It 
was the mott fettled and downright rain (as 
the faying is) that ever I faw; every thing 
feemed to be as calm, as the tempeft was 
violent before. Being accuftomed to “it, 
they had provided open veffels on each fide 
of the dromedaries, to catch enough for 
their ufe as it fell, and they covered them- 
felves and their beafts with that fine oiled 
gloth I mentioned before. All the fands 

were 
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were. laidy and even beaten hard by the 
tains, though heavy and cloggy at’ the 
fame, time.., We.made as much way as 
poflible, for, five days, juft refting and re-_ 
frefhing our felves when abfolutely necef-. 
fary.....I. muft own, nothing could be 
more difmal than thofe dreary folitary de- 
farts, where we could neither fee fun nor 
moon, but had only a gloomy, malignant 
light, juft, fufficient to look at the needle, 
and take our ,obfervations. On the fixth 
day we thought we faw fomething move 
fideways of us, on our right hand, but 
feemingly paffing by us, when one of the 
young men cried, There they are, and im- 
mediately crofled down to them. ‘Then we 
perceived them to be perfons travelling like 
our felves, crofling in the fame manner up 
towards us. I was extremely furprized to 
find, that thofe deferts were known to any 
but our felves. But the Pophar foon put 
me out of pain, by telling me, they were 
fome of their own people, taking the fame 
feafon to go for Egypt, and on the fame 
account, By this time we were come up 
to one another, The leader of the other 
caravan, with all his company, immediate- 
ly got off their dromedaries, and. fell pro- 
firate on the earth before our Pophar; at 
which he ftept back; and cried, Alas! zs 
our father dead? ‘They told him, ° Yes ; 
and that he being the firft of the fecond 

T4 line, 


é 
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line, »was to.be regent of the kingdom, ‘till 
the young Pophar, who was born when his 
father was an old man, fhould come to\the 
age of fifty. Then our people got off, and 
proftrated themfelves before him *, all but 
myfelf. ‘They took no notice of my neg- 
lect, feeing mea fupernumerary perfon, and 
by confequence a ftranger; but as foon as 
the ceremonies were over, came and em+ 
braced me, and welcomed me into their 
brother he with the moft. fincere cordia- 
lity, as Tig seain id dae one of their nation, 
The Popbe / told them what 1. was) 
Which made tl ej A: their careffes witli 


new Bante liar to thefe people, 


A Ly... Bia ces : ~t 

After. re tec enquiries concerning their 
Guns 2y > dae cee Blane 

STICHGS, anurances that all Was well; 


Aig ee Mee aon) Pater, ' 
had juit. told nim, the 
ea ee Valdes 4 
a m, now they came to di+ 
' “ ov me] 3. OR pox a Ma et + | o> DE £ " 
courfe fo niuch on: the left-hand, 


EE eS. 2 a ea ATS TREE €¢neN } Sey (Sh Se 
expecting to have met them the day before 
3 ‘ 
ie 
X 


were now fenfible of it, and wer 
up for the true road as fait 
but that.the: day. before, th 
have loft themfelves by the dai 
weather, and their too great. fecu it yO 2 

bearing too much on the left eer one Sof 
their dromedaries floundered, as if he were 


* The eaftern:manner of thewihg relpedt. 


got 
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got intoa quickfand *, “The ridér thinking 
it had been’ nothing but fome loofer ‘part of 
the fand; ‘thought ‘to go on; but fell deeper 
the further he went, till the commander or. 
dered’ him to’ get’ off immediately, which 
hedid with fo much ‘hafté, that not mind- 
ing ‘his dromedary,’ the poor’ beatt going ‘on 
futther into the quick+fands, was loft. “Theh 
the Pophar told them, there’ was ‘fach ‘4 
place marked down in their ancient charts, 
which, being fo well acquainted with the 
roads, they had never minded of late years: 
that he fuppofed thofe quick-fands to be ei- 
ther the rains, which had funk through the 
fands, and meeting with fome frata’ of 
clay, flagnated, and were forming a lake; 
or more probably, it was the courfe of fome 
diftant river, rifing perhaps out of a habi- 
table country, at an unknown diftance, but 
had loft it felf in thofe immenfe fands, 
' However, he congratulated them on their 


t Perfons may wonder to hear of quick-fands in the mid# 
of the fun-burnt deferts of Afica. But the thing will not 
feem fo improbable, when we come to examine the reafons . 
of it. Without doubt, our author does not mean fach quicl:- 
fands as are caufed by the coming in of the tide under the 
fands ; a man of fenfe would be incapable of {uch a blunder, 
But that there fhould be fome ftagnating waters in the low 
fwamps of the fands, is fo far from being incredible, that 
it can be hardly . thought to be otherwife, . Tis very 
well known, there are vait lakes in fome parts of Africa, 
which have no vifible out-lets. There are rivers alfo that lofe 
themfelves in the fands, where finking under for fome time, 
they may form fandy marhhes, or quickfands, as the author 
calls them, 


efcape 
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efcape; and, like a tender. father, gently 
chid. them for their too great fecurity,in 
that boundlefs, ocean, Our, time: not, pers 
mitting us to flay long, each caravan fet out 
again for their deftined courfe, having but 
five orefix days journey to make, that is, as 
far as we could travel in fo many days and 
fo many nights; for we never {topped but 
to refrefh our felves. The rains had fo 
tempered the air, that it was rather cold 
than hot, efpecially the nights, which grew 
longer, ,.as we approached the line. Here 
swe fteered» our courfe more to the weft 
again, but not fo as to leave the ridge of the 
world, iol obferved,. the more we kept.to 
the weft, ‘the more moderate the rains were. 
as. indeed they flackened in proportion as we 
came nigher ‘our journey’s end; becaufe 
coming trom the weft, or at leaft with a 
hetle point of the fouth, they began fooner 
than where we fet out, The tenth ‘day of our 
journey, I mean from the lait grove or reft- 
ing-place, one of our dromedaries failed. 
We-had changed them feveral times before; 
to make their labour more equal... They 
would not let it die, for the good it had 
done ; but two of the company having 
water enough, and knowing where they 
were, ftay’d behind, to bring it along with 
them. We now found the nature of the 
fands and foil to begin to change, as the 
Pophar had informed me: the ground be- 
ean 
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gan to becovered with a little mofs; tending 
towards°a ‘greenfward, more like vbarren 
downs’than fands ; and» unexpectedly per- 
ceived in:fome places, inftead of thofe *bar- 
ren gravelly fands, large {paces of tolerable 
good foils. At: length, to our inexpreffible 


© It was obferved in fome of the former remarks; that not 
only the defarts of Africa, but all the Strata, or great beds of 
gravel, which are found in all parts of the world, probably 
were caufed by the univerfal deluge. Nor can they be well 
accounted for otherwife. ‘The deeper the, beds of gravel are, 
the. more they fhew, by the heterogeneous ftuff lodged with 
them, that they were brought thither, not produced there 
ab origine. The vaft falls and gullets, which are.feen on the 
fkirts of all the mountains in the world, evidently thew they 
were caufed by fome violent agitation, which carried the loofer 
earth and {mall ftones along with it: for which nothing can’ be 
more natural. ,than the fuppofition of a flood, or agitated fluid, 
which, by its violence and fhakings, carried all that was 
moveable before it for fome time. This gravel ‘was incorpo- 
rated with the loofe earth before the flood; and was carried to 
and fro, while the waters were in their greateft agitation, 
wafhing and melting the loofe earth from the gravel and ftones. 
But when the waters came to their higheft pitch, and began to 
fubfide, the ftones and gravel would fink fooner than lighter 
things, and fo be left almoft in a body in thofe Strata they 
appear in. ‘This might be illuftrated much further, if there 
were occafion,. The vaft numbers of petrified fhells and {cal- 
lops, which are found in all parts of the world, on the higher 
grounds, could never bea mere Lu/fus Nature, as fome toa 
curious philofophers imagine, but) muft be accounted: for by 
fuch a flood ; and thefe appearing in all parts of the univerfe, 
the flood muft have been univerfal. The fudden change of 
foils in every region, with the exceeding richnefs of fome more 
than others,and.that too fometimes all at once, is to be.ac- 
counted for from the fame caufe: for the fame violence of 
waters. wafhing the earth from the ftones, muft naturally 
make an unequal accumulation of both. As for Africa, all 
the antients {peak of the incredible fertility of it in fome 
places, and the extreme barrennefs of the defarts in others. 
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Joy and comfort, at leaft for omy ‘felf whe 
could ‘not but bein fome fufpenfe in fuch-an 
unknown world; we came to patches of 
trees, and grafs, with flanting falls and heads 
of vales, which feemed ‘to enlarge them- 
felves beyond our’view.’* The rains were 
come to their period ; only it looked a lit- 
tle foggy at a great diftance before us, ‘Which 
was partly from the etalon abit coun 

try after the rains partly from the tree ast 
hills ftopping the clouds, by afin we 
found that the weather did not clear up in 
the habitable countries fo foon'as in the bar~ 
ren defarts... The Paghur told me; that 7 
it wereinotfor the hazinefs of their, hé 
would fhew me the moft beautiful pages ect 
that; ever: my ni es beheld. © 1 was’ fenfibly 
by the pe srfumes of the fpicy 
thrubs and flowers, which ftruck our fen- 
i — eviving fragrancy, as ‘made 
ret Our r paft fatigue, efpecially 
ani not ar the like even in the 
either do I believe’ all the 
the Happy Arabia cou “ ever 
toit. Dow en as if IT had rifen 


t 


ut of the moft delicious repofe, Here the 


—_ 
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The prodigious height of the fands’ in’ Af#ca; in thofe 
parts which: lye bety veen the tropicks, may. not, only. be he 
caufe of the fands or gravel inking in greater quantities a 

Cc 


the decreafe of the flaod ; 5 but the moft extenfive vales oy 
have their_rife from Very fr val sts at firft. 

u’'Tis ver y narar: he ofe barren fun-burnt de- 
farts fend up 


few ex! On 
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Pophar ordered-as’ to {top for refrefhment; 
and added, that wemuit flay there till next 
day. We: pitched -our tents on the laft def 
cent, of thofeimmenfe Bares, by) the fide 
of alittle rill that iffued out of the! {mall 
break of the downs, expecting further ors 
ders, 

The caufe of our ftay here, where we 
were out of danger, was not only for our 
companions we had left behind us, butena 
ceremonious account, as ‘your Reverences 
will fee by and by: they were-alfo to change 
their habits, that they might — in the 
colours of their re{pective tribe or name} 
which were five, acc ording to the numberof ' 
the fons of the firft Popbar » who broughe 
them out-of Eg) ot, whole fatue we faw-at 
the Pyramid. By their’ laws all the: tribes 
ate to be diftinguithed by their colours 


In 
o 
that wherever a. 80s. they may be laine 
what name they belong to ; with particular 


marks of their-p plot ts and dignities; as I thall 
defcribe to your Reverences afterwards, "The 
Grand Poph ar’s colour, who was defcended 
from theeldeft fon of the antient Pophar, 
was a flame colour, o: approaching ‘nigh 
the rays of the fun, becaufe he was chief 
Prieft of the Sun) Our: new rerent’s co-= 
lour was gre ant fpangle d with fans of gold 
as your Res erences faw. in the piGutes the 
So repel enting the {pring’ which'4g the 
chief fea ate with them, .The third coleuk 
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ig a fiery ted, for the fummer,, “The fourth 
Is yellow., for,autumn.; .and.the fifth, pur; 
ple,. reprefenting,the gloominefs of winters 
for..thefe, people, .acknowledging the,fun 
for the immediate governour of the univerfe, 
mimick, the nature of his. influence as nigh ~ 
as.they.can, ‘The women obferve the. co- 
lours..of their refpective tribes, but. have 
moons of. filver intermixt with the funs,.to 
fhew that they are influenced in a great mear 
fure. by that .variable planet, The young 
virgins have the new.moon; in the ftrength 
of their, age the full moon ;.as they grow 
old,, the) moon is in the decreafe proportio- 
nably. ‘The widows have the moon, ex- 
prefied, juft as it is in the change; the def- 
cendants of the daughters. of the firft, Po- 
phar were incorporated with the reft. "Thofe 
of the eldeft daughter took. the eldeft fon’s 
colour, with a mark of diftinction, to thew 
they were never to fucceed to the Pophar- 
fei, ox segency, till there fhould be no 
male iflue of the others at age to govern. 
This right of elderthip, as thefe people un- 
derftand it, is a little intricate, but I fhall 
explain it to your Reverences more at large, 
when I come to {peak more particularly, of 
their government: . When.they are fent out 
into foreign countries, they take, what ha- 
bit or colour they pleafe, and generally, go 
all alike; to be known to. each other; but 
they. muft not appear in their, own country 

but 
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but in their proper colours, it being’ crimi- 
nal: to’ do’ otherwife. They carry marks 
alfo'of’ their families, thatin cafe’ any mif 
demeanor fhould be committed, they may 
_ know where to trace it out ;: for which reas 
fon, now they drew near their own country; 
they were to appear in the colours of ‘their. 
refpective names; all but my felf, who had 
the fame garment I wore at Grand Cairo, 
to thew I was a ftranger; though I wore 
the Popbar’s colour afterwards, as being’ his 
relation, and incorporated ‘in his family. 
When they were all arrayed in their filken 
colours, fpangled with funs of gold,’ with 
white fillets round their temples, ftudded 
with precious ftones, they made avery det 
lightful thew, being the handfomeft race of 
people this day‘in the univerfe) and all re. 
fembling each other, as having no mixture 
of other nations in their blood, 

‘The fun had now broke ‘throush / the 
clouds, and difcoved to us the profpedt of 
the country, but fuch a one asT am not’ablé: 
to deferibe ; it looked rather like an im- 
men{e garden than a country: at that dis 
ftance I could fee nothing but trées and 
eroves ;/ whether I looked towards the’ hills 
or vales, all feemed to be one’ continued 
wood, though with fome feemingly regular 
intervals'of {quares and plains, with the elit- 
tering of golden’ globes or-funs through the 
tops'of the trees, that it looked like’ al green 
3 mantle 
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mantle {pangled with gold... Lafkedthe Pos 
phar, i they lived all in .woods,+or whee 
ther the country was only.one continued 
immenie foreft... He {miled and faid,..When 
we come. thither you hall {ee fomething 
elfe belides woods; and then bid me lols 
back, and comapare the dreary fands we had 
lately y, pafled..with. that i loriows profpect we 
faw ekire us J diddo,..and found the dit 
mal cpa of the one -enhanced the 
beautiful. delight.of the other, .. The+red# 
fon, fays he, why it looks dike-a wood, is 
that befides innumerable kinds of frui its, all 
our,towns, {quares, and fireets, as wellxas 
fields. and gardens; are planted rth trees, 
both for delight and. conveniency, though 
you will find {pare gr ound enough for =the 
produce.of al things fafficient to make the 
life.of, man .eafy, and sepa The glitters 
ing of gold through the tops of the trees; are 
golden {uns-on the tops of the templesiand 
buildings: we build our houfes flat anid low 
on account of hurricanes, with. gardens: of 
perfumed ever-greens on the top-of thems 
which is, the reafon you fee. nothing but 
groves. 

We defcended gradually from off thede- 
fert through the {cattered fhrubs, and were 
faluted every now and then with a galevof 

erfumes quite different.from .what are 
brought to the Huropeans, from: foreign 
parts, ‘Thefreth air of the morning; tage- 
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ther with their being exhaled from ‘the liv* 
ing flocks, gave them fuch a fragrancy ‘as 
cannot be exprefied. At length we came 
toa {pacious plain a little fhelving, and co- 
vered with a greenifh coat, between mofs 
and grafs, which was the utmoft border of 
the defert ; and beyond it a {mall river, col- 
lected from the hills, as it were weeping out 
of the fands in different places ; which river 
was the boundary of the kingdom that way. 
Halting here, we difcovered a {mall com- 
pany of ten perfons, the fame number, 
excluding me, with ours, advancing gravely 
towards us: they were in the proper colours 
of the Nomes, with {pangled funs of gold, 
as my companions wore, only the tops of 
their heads were {prinkled with duft, in token 
of mourning, As foon as they came at a 
due diftance, they fell flat on their faces be- 
fore the Pophar, without fayinga word, and 
received the golden Uras with the earth 
‘which we brought along with us. Then they 
turned, and marched dire@ly before us,” 
holding the Urns in their hands as high 4s 
they could, but all in a deep and mournful 
filence. Thefe were deputies of the five 
Nomes {ent to meet the Urns. We advane- 
ed in this filent manner without faying one 
word, till we came to the river, over which 
was a ftately bridge with a triumphal atch 
on the top of it, beautified with funs of 
gold, moft magnificent to behold, Beyond 
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the bridge, we immediately’ paffed’ through 
a kind of circular grove, which led us’ in- 
to a moft delightful plain, like’an amphi- 
theatre, with five avenues or {treets’ leading 
“to it: atthe entrance of each avenue ftood 
an innumerable multitude of people repre- 
fenting the five Nomes, or governments of 
thofe immenfe kingdoms, all in their’ dif- 
ferent colours, fpangled with funs of gold, 
which made the moft glorious {how in the 
world, As foon as we entered the amphi- 
theatre, our. filence was broke with fhouts 
of joy that.rended the very ikies ; then the 
whole multitude falling flat on their faces, 
adoring the Uras, and thrice repeating their 
fhouts and. adorations, there advanced ten 
triumphant chariots, according to the colours 
of the Nomes with funs as before ; nine of 
the chariots were drawn with fix horfes 
each, and the tenth with ‘eight for the Po- 
phar regent. ‘The five deputies, who were 
the chief of each Nome, with the Uras and 
companions, mounted five of the chariots, 
the other five were for us, two ina chariot; 
only being a fupernumerary, »L.. was placed 
backwards in the Pepbar’s chariot, which 
he told. me was the only mark of humilia- 
‘tion and inequality I would* receive, :We 
were conducted with five {quadrons of horfe, 
of fifty men: each, in their proper-colours, 
with ftreamers of the fame, “having the 
fun in the center, through the oppofite ave- 
: nue, 
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nue, till we,came into another amphithe- 
atre of a waft extent, where we faw an,infi- 
mite. number of tents of filk of. the colour of 
the Nomes, all of them fpangled with gol- 
den funs: here we were to reft and refrefh 
ourfelves, The Popbar’s tent was in the 
.center.of his own colour, which was green, 
the fecond Nome in dignity, in whofe domi- 
nions and government we now were. 

T have been longer in this defcription, be- 
caufe it, was.morea religious ceremony than 
any, thing elfe, thefe people being extreme- 
ly myfterious in all, they do *, J fhall ex— 
plain: the meaning to, your Reverences as 
briefly, as I can. The ftopping before we 
came to the bridge on the borders of , thofe 
inhofpitable deferts, and walking in .that 
mournful filent manner, not only “expreffed 
their mourning for their deceafed anceftors, 
but_alfo. fignified the various calamities and 


. 


x Theancient Egyptians were fo my fterious, particularly in 
their religious ceremonies, and Arcana of government, that 
‘dm all probability, the.antient fables, which very few yet un- 
derftand rightly, had their rife from them ; though the learn- 
ed Bochart, in his Phaleg. derives them chiefly from the Ca- 
Haanitess who difperfing themfelvesall over the world, when 
they, fled from |Fo/eu2, impofed. upon the credulous Greeks 
by the different fignifications of the fame words in their 
lanpuage. -’T'is-obfervcable by the bye, that the mof ancient 
languages, asthe Hebrew, with: its different dialeéts, of which 
the Cazaanean or Pheenician language: was. one, the Cline/e 
language, (3c. had a great many fignifications for the fame 
word, either from the ‘plain fimplicay crpoverty) of the, an- 
cient Janguages, or more, probably from_an affected, myfteri- 
oufnefs in a ng they did, 
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labours incident to man ‘in’ this life, where 
he isnot only looked upon tobe, but really is, 
ina ftateof banifhmentand mourning ; wan- 
dering in’ fan-burnt deferts, and toft with 
ftorms of innumerable lawlefs defires, fill 
fighing “after a better country. The paf- 
fage’ over ‘the bridge, they would have’ to 
betoken inan’s entrance into reft by death ; 
their fhouts of joy, when the facred Urns 
atrived ‘in that glorious country, not only: 
fignified the happinefs of the next life 

(for thefe people univerfally believe the im- 

mortality of the foul, and think none but 

brutes can be ignorant of it) but alfo that 

theit’: ancéftors, “whofe burial duit. they 

brought along with them; were now ina 
lace of ‘everlafting reft. 

[Inquifitor. Vhope you don’t believe fo of 
Heathens, \et them be ever fo moral 
men; fince we have no affurance ‘of 
happine(s in the next life mentioned in the 
Holy Scripture, without faith in Chrift. 

Gaudentio. No, Reverend fathers; I only 
mention the fenfe in which thefe men 
underftand the myfteries of their reli- 
gion. As I believe in Chrift, I-know 
there is no other name under heaven by 
which men can. be faved. 

Inquifitor.. Goon. | 

Every ceremony of thefe people has fome 
my {tery or other included in it ; but there 
appeared no harm in any of them, RR 

their 
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their falling proftrate before the daft, which 
looked, like rank idolatry: but, they faid 
fill, they,.meant, no .more, than what was 
merely civil, to figinfy their refpect for their 
ideceafed parents, : 

I fhall not as yet detain your, Reverences 
with the defcription of the beauties of. the 
country through which we paffed, having 
fo much to fay of the more fubftantial part; 
that is, of their form of government, laws, 
and cuitoms, both religious and. civil ;.nor 
defcribe their . prodigious . magnificence, 
though joined. with a great. deal. of natural 
fim plicity, in their towns, temples, {chools, 
colleges, &c. Becanfe, being built. moftly 
alike, except, for. particular, ufes, manu- 
factures, and the like; I thalhdefcribe them 
allin,one, when I come tothe great. city of 
Phor, otherwife called, in their facred lan- 
guage, INVo-om*: for if I fhould flay to de- 
-feribe, the immenfe riches, fertility: and 
beauties of the country, this relation,, which 
is. defigned as a real account of..a. place 
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y See the remarks before on that head, and the accounts of 
the worfhip of the Chzne/e, who were originally Eeyptians, in 
the difputes between the Dominicans and Fe/uits, where the 
latter maintained the idolatrous ceremonies and offerings made 
to their deceafed anceftors, to imply nothing but a #arura/and 
civil refped. The Dominicans, on the contrary, very jultly 
held them to be idolatry, as they were judged.to be, and con- 
demned as fuch by Clement XT, 

% Fofephus againtt Appion diftinguifhes two languages of the 
antient Eeyptiams, the one facred, the other common. Their 
facred language was full of myfteries, perhaps like the Caba/a 
of the Jews. j 
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wherein I lived fo many years, would. ra- 
ther look like a romance than a-true rela- 
tion. I fhall only tell your Reverences at 
prefent, that after having taken a moftmag- 
nificent repait, ,confifting of all the heart of 
mancan conceive delicious, both of fruits and 
wines, while we ftaid 7 thofe refrefhing 
tabernacles, we paffed on by an. eafy even- 
ing’s journey.to one of their towns, always 
conducted and lodged in the fame. trium- 
phant manner, "till we came to the head of 
that Wome, which. I -told. your Reverences 
wasithe Green JNVome, belonging to the Po. 
phar regent, fecond in syenity of the whole 
empire,, Here the Urn of duft, belonging 
to that Nome, was repolited 1 in a kind of gol- 
den tabernacle fet, with precious {tones of 
immente va alue, in the center of a {pacious 
temple, which I. fhall defcribe afterwards, 
After a. week’s feafting and rejoicing, both 
for the reception .of the duft, and the fafe 
return of the Pophar and his companions, 
together with | his STH to the regency, 
we {fet out in the fame manner. for the _o- 
ther Nomes, ms re as fite all the Uras in their 
refpective temples, .'Thefe are five,, as, I in- 
formed; your Reverences before. The coun- 
try, is, fomething mountainous, particularly 
under .the line, and not. very uniform, 
though every thing elfe is ; containing yal- 
leys, or rather whole regi gions running ait be- 
tween the deferts ; befides vat ridges of 

mountains 
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mountains inthe heart of the country; 
which inclofe immenfe riches. in’ their 
bowels, The chief town is fituated as ‘nigh 
as poffible in the middle of the Nomes, and 
about the center.of the country, bating thofe 
irregularities 1 mentioned. ‘The’ four infe- 
rior Nomes wete like the four corners, with 
the flame-coloured Nome, where the. grand 
Pophar, or regent pro tempore refided, in” 
the center of the fquare. Their method 
was to go to the four inferior NMomes firft, 
and repofite the Ur, and then to compleat 
all-at the chief town of the farft’ Nome. 
Thefe Nomes were each about eight days 
very eafy journey over. Thus we went the 
round of all, which I think, as 1 then re- 
marked, ‘was a kind of political vifitation at 
the fame time. At length we came to the 
great city of Phor, or No-om, there to re- 
pofite the laft Urn, and for all the people 
to pay their refpe&s to the grand Po- 
phar, Xf in being, or elfe to the regent. By 
that time, what with thofe who accompa- 
nied the proceflion of the Urs, and the inha- 
bitants of that immenfe town, more people 
were gathered together, than one would have 
almoft thought had been in the whole 
world ; but ‘in fuch order and decency, 
diftinguifhed in their ranks, tribes, and co- 
lours, as. is not eafy to be comprehended, 
The glittering tents’ {pread themfelves: over 
the face of the earth. 
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I fhali here give your Reverences .a,de~ 
{cription of the town, becavfe all. other 
great towns or heads of the Nomes.are built 
after that model, as indeed the leffer towns 
come as nigh it as they._can, except, as 'I 
faid, places for arts or trades, which are ge~ 
nerally built on rivers or brooks, for conve- 
niency; fuch is the nature of: the people, 
that’ they” affect an exact uniformity and 
equality in all they do, as being. brothers of 
the fame ftock, 

The town of .Phor, that is, the Glory or 
No-om, which fignifies the houfe of the 
fun, is built circular, in imitation. of the 
fun-and its rays. It is fituated in the largeft 
plain’ of “all” the kingdom, and upon the 
largeft river, which is about as big as our 
Po, rifing from a ridge of mountains un- 
der ‘the Tine, and running towards the north, 
where it forms a. great lake, almoft like a 
jea, whofe waters are exhaled by the heat 
of the fun, having no out-let, or fink un- 
der ground in the fands of the’vatt deferts 
encompafling it. ‘This river is cut into a 
moft magnificent canal, running directly 
through the middle of the town.:, Before 
it enters the town, to prevent inundations, 
and for other conveniencies, there are pro- 
digious bafons, and locks, and fluices, with 
collateral canals, to divert and let out the 
water, if need be... The middle ftream 
forms the grand canal, which runs through 

| the 
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the town,’ till-it Comeés to the grand place.; 
then ‘there 4s another lock and flnice which 
dividingdtinto two femicircles or wings, and 
carrying it round the grand ‘place, forms 
an ifland' with the'temple of the fan in the 
center, ‘and meeting again oppofite to where 
it divided, fo goes on in ‘a canal again. 
There| are twelve bridges with one great 
arch over each, ten over the circular canals, 
and two where they divide and meet again, 
- There are alfo bridges over the {trait canals; 
at proper diftances, Before the river enters 
thetown, itisdivided by the frft great lock 
into'two’ prodigious femicircles encompa{- 
fing'the whole town. All the canals are 
planted with double rows of cedars, and 
walks the moft delightful that can be ima- 
gined. ‘The grand place is in the center of 
the town, a prodigious round, or immenfe 
theatre, encompafied with the branches of 
the canal, and, in the center of that, the 
temple of the fun. ‘This temple confifts of 
three hundred and fixty five double marble 
pillars, according to the number of the days 
of the year *, repeated with three {tories one 
above: another, and on the top a cupola 
open to'the' fky forthe fun to. be. feen 
through. “The pillars aré allof the Coriathian; 


* Our author feems to be a little out in this place for *tis 
certain, the ancient Egyptians did not male their year to con- 
fift of fo many days, unlefs you'll fay, that thefe people, be- 


ing very great aftronemers, were more exact in their obferya- 
tlons. 
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order,.of a-marble as white as: fnow,.and 
and fluted.,;|,The edges of the flutes, with); 
the capitalscornithed, are all.gilt.., The 
inner roofs of the-vaft galleries.on thefe pil. 
lars, are painted with the fun, moon, and 
ftars, | exprefling. their different motions;; 
with hieroglyphicks known only tofome few 
of the chief elders or rulers.” The outfides 
of. all are doubly gilt, as is the dome. or 
grand concave-on ‘the top, open in. the 
middle-to: the fky. In. the middle of this 
concavelis a/ golden fun, hanging in the 
void, and fupported -by golden. -lines or: 
rods,.from the edges or the, dome...The 
artificial fan looks down, as if it were tht, 
ning on a-globe, of earth, erected. on .a, pers 
deftal.altar-wife, .oppofite to the fun, ac- 
cording to the fituation of their climate, to 
that glorious, planet ; in which. globe of 
earth are inclofed the urns of their deceafed 
anceftors. On the intide of the pillars, are 


b*Tis generally fuppofed, that the different orders of pil- 
fars, asthe Doric, the Ionic, Corinthian, &c. came frit from 
the Greeks, as their appellations, being Greek, would makes 
believe ; but the famous and ancient palace of Perfepolis, not- 
withftanding its Greek name, where there were hierogly phicks 
and infcriptions in chara@ters none could underftand, ‘befides 
other reafons, fhew that the invention came from Egyft, or 
from the ancient Cha/deans, or rather from Seth, Noah, and 
the antient Hebrews. °*Tis likewife very obfervable, that 
the invention of arts and {ciences came from the eaft, and can 
be traced no higher than Noah’s flood ; unlefs you will allow 
the fables of Seb, alledged by the learned Fofephus in his 
Antiquities, quoted above. All which is a very natural con- 
firmation of the account given by Mofs, againft our modern 
{ceptics. 
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the feats of the grandees or ‘eldets, ‘to hold 
their’ couneils, “which are all publick») Op- 
pofite to the twelve great ftreets, are’ fo 
many ‘entrances’ into the temple, with’ ay 
many magnificent flair-cafes between the 
entrances, to go into the gallettes or places 
where they keep the regifters of their laws, 
Ge, with gilt baluftrades looking down in- 
to'the temple. On the pedeftals of ‘all ‘the 
pillars were engraven hieroglyphicks and 
characters known to none but the’ five chief 
Pophars,’ and communicated © under “the 

~greateft fecrecy to the fucceffor of any one” 
of them, ‘in cafe of death, lofs of fenfes; 
and 'the on I prefume, the grand fecrets; 
and) Arcana ‘of fate, and it may be, of their 
| religion, arts, and f{ciences, are contained 
_ therein.’ The moft improper decorations of 
_ the temple, in my opinion, are’ the flutings’ 
of the pillars, which rather look too finical 
for the auguft and majeftick fimplicity af 
fected by thefe people in other refpects, _ 
The fronts of the houfes round the gtand 
place-are all concave, or fegments of circles, 
except Where the great ftreets meet, which 
are .twelve. in .number, according to the 
twelve figns ‘of the Zodiack, pointing “to 
the temple in firait lines like rays to the 
center. This vaft round is fet with double 
rows and circles of ftately cedars before the 
houfes, at an exact diftance ; as are all the 
| ftreets on each fide, like fo many beautiful 
: ave- 
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avenues, which produce a moft delightful 
effect tothe eye, as well as conveniencysof 
fhade, The crofs ftreets are fo many \pare 
allel circles round the grand place and tem=- 
ple, as the center: making greater circles as 
the town enlarges itfelf.. They build always 
circular-ways till the. circle is compleat; 
then another, and foon. All the ftreets,..as 
I faid, both ftraight and circular, are planted 
with double rows of cedars. ‘The middle 
of the area’s between the cuttings of the 
ftreets are left for gardens, and othér conve: 
hiencies,; enlarging themfelves asi theycpra> 
ceed from the centre: or grand <place: bAt 
every cutting of the ftreets) is a lefler:ciren+ 
lar {pace fet round with trees, adorned) with 
fountains; or itatues of famous men); that, 
in effect, the whole:town is like a-prodigis 
ous garden, diftinguifhed with temples, pa+ 
vilions, avenues, and circles of greens ; fo 
that ‘tis difficult to give your Reverences a 
juft idea of the beauty of it. I-forgot to tell 
your Reverences, that the twelve great ftreets 
open themfelves as they lengthen, like the 
Radit of a wheel, fo that at the firft 
coming into the town, you have the. pro- 
fpe&t of the temple and grand place di- 
rectly before you ; and from. the: tem- 
ple a dire&t view of one of the fineft ave- 
nues and countries in the world, Their 
principal towns are all built after this form. 
After 
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After they have taken >a grat of: the: place, 
they firft-build @ temple: ; othenleave>the 
ereat area ot circular inarket- place, round 
which they build a:circle of houfes,! and add 
othersias ‘they: increafe, accordmg to the 
foregoing defcription ; ridiculing) and. con= 
temning other countries, whofe: towns) are 
generally built in a confufed : number -df 
houfes and ftreets, without any regular fiz 
gure, In all the {paces or cuttings of the 
ftreets, there are either publick fountains 
brought by pipes from a mountain ata confi+ 
derable diftance from the town; orjocasik 
faid before, ftatues of great: men cholding 
fomething in their hands: to» declare their 
merit 5 which, having no wars, is taken, 
either from dherrisivdntion oll “ants3aned tha 
ences, of fome memorable action done by 
them ‘for the improvement and good of 
their country. Thefe: they> look: upon as 
more ‘laudable motives, and greater f{purs:to 
glory; ‘than all the trophies erected: by other 
nations,» to the: ‘deftroyers of their own 
fpécies: Their houfes are built» all alike; 
and low; as bvobferved before, on account 
of ftorms°and ‘hurricanes, ‘to cwhich the 
country Is och ; they are all exaGly ofa 


he iohs) iflat roofed, with artificial gardens 
on tH top: of wide full of Paints and 
aroma= 


¢ The ancient Babylongans had artificial gardens, or Hortz 
penjiles, on the tops of their houfes, as early as the great Sem7- 
ale is; though Heredorus derives their invention from a later 
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aromatick. fhrubs ; fo that, when, you, look ~ 
from any eminence down, into, the ftreets, © 
you fee all the circles and avenues like ano- 
ther world under you; and if on the;level, - 
along the tops of the houfes, .you are charm- 
ed, with the profpect of ten thoufand diffe- 
rent gardens meeting your fight wherever 
you. turn; infomuch, that. 1 believe the 
whole world befides cannot afford fuch a 
_profpect,... There are. a great many other 
beauties and conveniencies, according to the 
genius of ,the people; which, were I. to 
mention, would make up. a whole ,vo- 
lume. .I only fay,. that the riches of the 
country are immenfe, which in fome mea- 
fare are all.in common,.as J fhall, fhew 
when I come to the nature.of their govern- 
ment ;, the, people are the moit ingenious 
and induftrious in the world ;. the gover- 
nours aiming at. nothing but the grandeut 
and good of the publick, having all the af- 
fluence the heart of man can defire, in 4 

lace where there has been no war for neat 
three. thoufand years ;. there,.being indeed 
no enemies but the inhofpitable fands’a- 
round them, .and_they all confider them- 
felves. as brothers of the fame ftock,. liv- 
ing under one common father ; fo that’ it 
is not fo much to be wondered at, if, they 


Babylonian queen, who being a Mede by nation, and loving 
woods, and not being permitted to go out the palace, had 
thofe artificial gardens made to divert her. 

are 
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ate arrived to fuch grandeur and’ magnifi- 
cence as perfons in our world can fearce be- 
lieve or conceive, | 

When the ceremonies for the reception of 
the Urns were over, religious ceremonies 
with thefe people always taking place of the 
civil *, they proceeded to the inauguration 
of the Pophar regent, which was perform- 
ed with no other ceremony, for reafons I 
fhall tell your Reverences afterwards,” but 
placing him in a chair of fate with’ his face 
towards the Ea/?, on the top of ‘the ‘high- 
eft ‘hill in the Nome, to fhew that hé was ‘to 
infpect, or over-look: all, looking towards 
the temple of the fun, which ftod'diré@ly 
eaftward of him, to put’ him in niind'that 
he was to take care’ of the religion’ Of ‘his 
anceftors in the firft place.’ When he? 'was 
thus placed, three hundred ‘fixty ‘five of ‘the 
chief of ‘the Nome, as reprefentatives of ‘all 
the reft, came up to him; and making a 
refpecttul bow, faid, E/? Pophar, ‘which is 


4 The moft polite’ nations of antiquity, even among the 
\ Heathens, gave-the preference to relivion, before all other 
confiderations; as for the Chriftian religion, though of late 
perfons of fome’wit, little Judgment, and no morals, call it 
in queition, ’tis well known, men become! more: men as they 
become Chriftians. The light. of faith brought in learning, 
politenefs, humanity, joftice, and equity, inflead of that ig- 
norance, and a brutal barbarity, that overfpread the! face of 
the earth ; and the want of it will lead us in time into the 
fame enormities which religion has taught us to forfake; on 
which account it is the part ofall wile governments to-counte- 
nance and preferye religion. 
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as much as to fay, Hail father of our. na- 
tion ; and he embracing them as a father 
does his children, anfwered them with Cai 
Benim, that is, My dear children. As 
many of the women did the fame,’ "This 
was all the homage they paid him, which 
was efteemed fo facred as never to be vio- 
lated. All the diftinGion of his habit was 
one great fun on his breaft, much ' bigger 
than that of any of the reft.. The precious 
ftones alfo, which were fet in the white 
fillet binding his forehead, were lar get than 
ordinary, as were thofe of the crofs circles 
over his head, terminated on the fummit 
with a large tuft of gold, and a thin plate 
of gold in ‘the fhape of the fun, faftened to 
the: top of it horizontally ; all of them, 
both men and women wore thofe fillet 
crowns with a tuft of gold, but no fun on 
the top, except'the Popbar. 

As foon as the ceremonies and rejoicings 
were over, which were performed in tents 
at the publick expence, he was conducted, 
with the chearful acclamations of the people, » 
and the found of mufical inftruments, to a 
magnificent tent in the front of the whole 
camp, facing the eaft, which is looked upon 
as the moft honourable, as firft feeing the 
rifing fun; and foon, by eafy journeys, till 
he came to the chief town of that Nome, 
The reafon why thefe ceremonies were per- 
formed in the different Nomes, was to thew 

that 
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that they all depended on him, and becaufethe 
empire was fo very populous, it wasimpoflible 
‘they could meet atone place. . I can’t exprefs 
the careffles I received from them, efpecially, 
when they found I was defcended from.the 
fame.race by the mother’s fide, and fo nearly 
related to the Pophar. When I.came firft 
into their company, they all embraced’me, 
‘men and. women,‘ with the moft endearing 
‘tendernefs 3 the young beautiful women. did 
the fame, callirig me brother, and catching 
‘me in their arms ‘with fuch an innocent.af- 
furance, as if, I had been their real.brother 
loft.and found again, \I.can’t fayybut: fome 
of them exprefled a fondnefs. for. me that 
feemed. to be, of. another fort, and which 
afterwards gave mé¢agreat deal of trouble, 
but\} imputed it, to the nature. of the fex, 
who are! unaccountably more fond of ftrang- 
ers, whom they:know nothing .of, than of 
perfons of much greater merit, whoconverfe 
with them every day... Whether it proceeds 
from the.want of a fufficient folidity in their 
judgment, ‘or from. a-levity and ficklenefs in 
their nature, or from the f{pirit of contra- 
diction;«which makes them fond, of what 
they moftly fhould avoid ; or thinking that 
“ ftrangers. are not.acquainted. with their de- 
fects, erin’ fine, are more likely to. keep 
‘their counfel ; ‘be that as it will, their mu- 
‘tual jealoufies gave me much uneatinefs af- 
terwards, But to fay a.word or two more 
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of .the.nature.of the people, before I.pro- 
ceed in, my. relation; as,I.told your Reve, 
rences,: they are the handfomeft race of peo- 

le.I believe.nature ever produced, with this 
only difference, which fome may. think.a . 
defect, that. they are all, too, much hke,one 
another : (but. if-it bea defeat, it. proceeds 
from avery. laudable caufe ; that.is, from 
their. fpringing, from, one ‘family, without 
any mixture of different nations: in. their 
blood,*;; they have, neither, wars, nor traf- 
fick with other people, to. adulterate, their 
race, for which reafon. they Know nothing 
of the! vices -fuch.a commerce often brings 
along-withit.. ‘Their eyes are fomething too 
fmall, but not fo little as thofe of the. Ghz, 
nefé; their hair is. generally black, .and in- 
clined, to -be,a little. cropped. or. frizzled % 
and their-complexion brown, but their fea- 
tures-are. the moft exaG@ and regular imagie 


© Tacitus fays. much the fame.of the Germans, ip/e eorum 
opinionibus accedo, qui Germania populos nullis alarum n@- 
tionum connubiis infeftos, propriam ‘F finceram eo tanquam 
fui fimilem gentem extitiffe arbitrantur *. 1 agree, fays he; 
with their opinion, who think the people of Germany fo. per 
ctiliarly like one another, becaufe they have not ‘been’cor: 
rupted by marriages with other nations. ‘They were notediim 
Augufius's time to have blue eyes, as moft of the native Ger- 
mans have to thisday. 1 remember I faw a review of a Ger- 
man vegiment in the city of Milan, where almoft every one of 
the common foldiers had blue eyes. No wonder therefore,’ if 
thefe Africans, our author fpeaks of, fhould. be. fo like one 
another... 7) 

f The antient Egyptians, according to Herodotus, and. By- 
chart were fo. 2a¢d 

% Tacitus de meribus Germangruty 
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nable ;°'and in’ the ‘mountainous “parts te 
wards thé'line, “where the air ig cooler; they 
are rather fairer than our Treas 6. 0°8Ks 
meh aré univerfally ‘well ‘fhaped;° tall and 
flender; except*through’ fome accidental ‘dec 
formity, ‘which is’ very rare ;” but’ the wo- 
men,’ who keep themifelves: much ‘within 
doors, are the moft: beautiful’creatiires, “and 
the fineft: fhaped in the> world; except, \as 
I faid,’ being too’ much alike): There is 
fuch an innocént’ fweetnef: in’ their: beauty, 
and fuch a native°modefty) in’ their counte- 
hance, ‘as can’t be deferibed.° ‘Av bold fors 
wardnefs in a womian‘is what they “diflikes 
and to give them théir' due, ever’ the wo- 
men ate the moft chafte leverknews which 
is partly owing ‘to the early and’ provident 
care of their governours.’ But-as I défign 
to make a feparate article of the-education 
of their ‘young people, TI fhall fay’ no more 
at prefent. on that. head. 

The yifitations which we made to carry 
the.Urns, gave.me an opportunity of. feeing 
the ereateft ‘part of their country as foon as 
I came there; though the Pophar, witha 
lefs:retinue;and-with whom I always was, 
vifited “them more particularly afterwards, 


«8 "Phough our Italians are fomething more fwarthy thanthe 
northern Dramontani;’ yet our ladies keeping much in “the 
houfe from their childhood, have very fine fkins, and excel 
all-othérs foridelicacy of features *. 

* ¥ fancy Signor Ebedi never faw our Engl:fo beauties. 
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The country is generally more hilly than 
plain, and in fome parts even mountainous ; 
there are, asI faid, vaft ridges of mountains, 
which run feveral hundred miles, eitherun- 
der, or parallel to the equator. Thefe are 
very cold, and contribute very much to ren- 
der the climate more temperate than: might 
otherwife be expected, both by refrigerating 
the air with cooling breezes,. which are 
wafted from thence over the reft of the 
‘country, and by fupplying the plains with 
innumerable rivers running both north and 
fouth, but chiefly towards the north®. 
Thefe hills, and the great woods they are 
generally covered with, are the occafion of 
the country's being fubject to rains‘;! there 
are vaft forefts and places, which they cut 
down and deftroy as they want room, leav- 
ing lefler groves for beauty and variety, as 
well as ufe and conveniency. ‘The rains 
and hillinefs of the country make travelling 
a little incommiodious, but then they afford 
)numberlefs {prings and rivulets, with’ fuch 
delicious vales, that adding this to the +ho- 


_ Its remarkable that moft fprings rife from’ the north-fide - 

of the hills, and more rivers run northward than fouthward, 
*at leaft on’ this fide of the line, though the obfervation does 

notalways hold; the reafon may be, for that there are more 
mifts and dews, hanging on the’ north-fide, becaufe the fun 
dries up the moifture on the fouth-fide of the mountains, 
“more than on the north ; though perhaps all {prings don’t 

rife from rain and-mifts, &'¢.. yet mott do. 

i It’s well known to the naturalifts, that great woods and 

hiils colle& clouds.and vapours,. and confequently caufe it to 
rain more there than in other places, 
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nefty and innocence of the ifhabitants,»one 
would:think: it a perpetual: paradife, ' The 
foil is\fo»prodigious fertile, not only:in: dif- 
ferent forts of grain, and rice; with'a fort 
of wheat much larger and richer in flower 
than any Indian wheat lever faw ; but par- 
ticularly in an inexhautftible variety of fruits, 
legumes, and eatable herbs of fach nou- 
rifhing juice, and delicious tafte, that to 
provide fruit for {uch numbers of: people is 
the leaft of their care. One would’ think 
the curfe of 4dam had {carce reached that 
part of the world; or that Providence had 
proportioned thefertility of the country to the 
innocence of: the inhabitants; not but the’ 
indufiry and ingenuity of the people, joined 
with their perpetual peace and reft from ex- 
ternal:and almoft internal broils, contribute 
very) much to’ their riches and_ fertility. 
Their villages being moft of them built on 
the rivulets for manufactures and trades, are 
not:to be numbered. Their hills are full of 
metallick mines of all forts, with materials 
fufficient to work them ; filver is the {car- 
ceft, and none more plentiful than gold; it 
comes out oftentimes in great lumps from 
the mineral rocks, as if it wept out from 
etween the joints, and was thrown off by the 
natural heat of the earth, or other unknown 
caufes : this. gald. is more ductile, eafier to 
work, and better for: all ufes, than that 
which is drawn fromtheore, Their invens 
L 3 ~~ ‘tions 
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tiéns not only for common convenienciess, 
but eve the ‘magnificence’ of (life; are 
aftonifhingy’ “When I fpoke of theirfruitsy 
Tsthdeld shaver mentionedera ofimall fort 
of grape that grows there naturally,’ of 
Which they make a wine, fharpat firft, but 
which will keep a great maity years, mellow- 
ing andimproving as itis kept ; but the choi- 
ceit ‘grapes, owwhich are chiefly for drying; 
are cultivated among “them, sand a very 
little ipaingsdeestiti) Their) wines are more 
Gérdial tha? inebriating’; bata fmaller: fort; 
diluted’ with Wwater) makes their conftant 
diinki® Podon’toremember I everifaw ‘any 
horned beafts in the country, except goats of 
avery large fize, -which’ ferve ‘them for 
mille though ié is rather'too rch’: deet 
there “fe innumerable,’ of more different 
kinds than are in ‘Ewrope. There iis:aclittle 
beaft' feemingly ‘of a fpecies between a roe 
“anda fheep,; whofe flefhis the moft nous 
rithing and delicious that can be ntafted 3 
thefe make‘a difh in all their feafts, and: are 
chiéfly referved for that'end, ‘Pheir fowl, 
wild’and tame, ‘make the  greateft part: of 
their food, as'to flefh-meat, of which they 
don’t eat much; ‘itbeing, asthey think, too 
grof{s.a food. The rivers and lakes are fto~ 
red With vaft quantities of moft exquifite 
fith, particularly a golden trout, whofe bell 
fy is’ of a’ bright fcarlet colour, ‘as delecta- 
‘ble to the prelate’ as to theveye, » Thepdup= 
shia poig 
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pofe frfh' to be more nourifhing and jeafier, of 
digeftion than flefh, for which: reafon, they 
eat.much more of it; but having no rivers 
that ruiz into the fea, they want all. of, that 
Rind.’ 

Their horfes, as-I obferved, before, ;are 
but fmall, but full of mettle and ‘life; and 
extremely {wift; they havea wild, afs, lon-’ 
ger than the horfe, of all the colours.of the 
rainbow, very ftrong and-profitable for, bur- 
den and drudgery ; but their great.carriages 
ate drawn by elks; the dromedaries are for 
travelling over the fands. ..The rivers, iat 
leaft in:the plain and low countries, are cut 
into canals, by which they carry,.mott.of 
their provifion and effects all over the.coun- 
try. This isonly-a {mall fketch,of the; na- 
ture of the country, becaufe I, know thefe 
matters:don’t fall under the cognizance,,of 
your Reverences, fo much as the account of 
their religion, morals, cuftoms, laws. and 
government. Yet I muft fay that for 
riches, plenty of all delicacies of life, mae 
nufactories, inventions of arts, and every 
thing:that conduces to, make, this. mortal 
ftate as happy as is poflible, no country. in 
the known/-world .can parallel it ;. though 
there.are fome inconveniences, as,your Re- 
verences will -obferve as 1 go on. with my-re- 
lation, E 

Before.I come to .the remaining, occur- 
tencesoof my own: life,- in which nothing 

ae La very 
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very, extraordinary happened till: Il :came 
away,,.unlefs I. reckon the) extraordinary. 
happinefs I was placed in, as to all things 
of .this:life, in one, of the iaatt delicious res 
gions of he univerfe, married te the re- 
gents daughter, whofe picture is pre be- 
fore, you, “and the deplorable lofs |of; her, 
with my. only remaining fon. [Here he bead 
not refrain from weeping for dome time.] as 
well as the e, prefent ftate to. which I am re- 
duced ; though I mutt own I have: received 
more favourable treatment than could well 
be expected.;. I. thall. give your. raiee ees 
a fuccinct. account .of their religion, AWS 

and cuftoms;, which are almoift as isa ite of 
the common, way of thinking of the seft of 
the world, as their country, 


Of their Religion. 
The.religion of thefe people 1s really idoe 
latry in the main ; though as fimple and 
natural as pofflible for Heathens... They in- 
deed will not. acknowl ledge them {elves to be 
Heathens, in the fenfe we take; the word; 
that is, war ‘hs ippers of falfegods:°,) for they 


©'This opinion was very ancient, and came origina lly from, 
Egypt, W here Pythagoras learnt it: though perhaps not liking 
this way of entploying if, he altered it quite from what thele 
men held, which is the lefs irrational of the two. Though, 
with fignor Gaudentio’s leave, 1 can. never believe, thefe wile 
men Waly held that opinion, but ony underftood it Allegorz- 
cally; 1 mu own, at the fame t time, fome of the ancients di 
hold the other Metemp/ychofts, ; 


have 
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have an abhorrence of idolatry in’ words 
asy welbas«the Chine/e, but are idolaters in 
effect, ‘worfhipping the material fun; and 
paying thofe {uperftitious rites to their ‘de- 
ceafed anceftors ; of which part of their 
their religion your Reverences have had a. 
full account already. Thefe people how- 
ever acknowledge one fupreme God maker’ 
of all things; whom they call E/'* or the. 
moft high of all. This they ‘fay natural. 
reafon. teaches them from an argument, 
though good in itfelf, yet formed after a. 
different way of arguing from other people: » 
they fay all their own wifdom, or that of; 
all the wifeft men in the world put toge- 
ther, could never form this glorious world. 
in all its caufes and effets, fo juftly adapted: 
to its refpective ends, as it is with re{pect to’ 
every individual fpecies, ‘Therefore the au-- 
thor of it muft be a Being infinitely wifer 
than all intelle@tual Beings, As for the no- 
tion of any thing producing itfelf, without 
a prior caufe, they laugh at it, and afk why 
we don’t fee fuch effe&ts produced without a . 
caufe, hence they hold one only independent 
caufe, and that there muft be one, or no- 
thing could ever be produced, Though. 
they make a God of the fun, they don’t fay 
he is independent as to-his own being: but 


* The old Arabians by 4/, or perhaps £/% mean fome- 
thing very grand or high, as 4/Cair, for Grand Cair, Al- 
¢hymy for the highett Chymyfiry, €9'c, T wonder Signor Rhedi 
took no notice of this in his remarks, 

thag 
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thathe received it from this “A/°'Some of 
the wifer fort; when I argued Wwiththem, 
feemed to acknowledge the fun to’ bé'a-ma- 
térial Being created by God , but” others 
think him to bé a fort of vicegérent," by 
whémthe E/ performs every “thing, as the 
chief inftruriental caufe, of ‘all’ produétions. 
Thisis thé reafon that théy addrefs all their 
prayers to’ tlie’ fun, thowgh they allow all 
power is to be’ referred’ originally to the E/. 
"Phe men look ‘upon the moof to be’ a ma- 
terial BeZnc, depetident on the fan; but the 
worneri fee to make a goddefs of her} by 
réafon of the infltience {he has over that fex ; 
and foolifhly think the brings forth ‘every 
Month when thé’ is: at the full;* and ‘that 
thé {lars aré heér’s® anid the ‘fun’s children. 
They all of ‘them,\ both’ men aiid women, 
reft {atisfied in ‘their belief, without any dif- 

utes‘or ftudied notions about a Being fo in- 
finitely ‘above them, ‘thinking it much better 
to adore him in the inferutability “of ‘his ef- 
ferice, in an humble filence; than'to be dif- 

uting about what they cannot compre- 
hend ; ‘all their (earch is employed in fecond 
cauifes, and the knowledge of ‘nature as far 
as it may be ufeful-‘to men. 

[ Inquifitor.” 1 hope you don’t’ dény but that 
fome men may have wrong notions of the 
deity, in which they ought to “be fet 
right by wifer andmore learned’ men 
than themielves’';-’ by /confequence all 
LY | Sede arches 
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fearches\ and difputes about. the. being 
and nature. of God are. not to. be.cons 
demned, . s OP hemes 
Gaudentio. No, may it pleafe your Reves 
rences, for I prefume you. only junder- 
ftand me now as reprefenting other. peo- 
ple’s opinions, not my own, which is 
entirely conformable to. what the Catho« 
lick church teaches. .I often told the 
Pophar, to whom I could {peak. my 
mind with all the freedom in the world, 
that as no mortal man could pretend:to 
yc tell what belonged to the incomprehen- 
_fibility of God’s effence, yet our reafon 
obliging us to believe his Bezmg ; it was 
neceflary, by the fame reafon, that we 
fhould be inftructed by himfelf, or fome 
lawgiver immediately commiffioned, by 
him, left we fhould err in fo material 4 
point. This law-giver we Chriftians bes 
lieve he did fend, by giving us. his only 
fon, who was capable of inftructing ug 
in what belonged to the eternal Goda 
. chead ;. that he did not only give us the 
~gufteft ‘notions. we could. poffibly have, 
« but.confirmed the truth of what he faid, 
by fuch figns and wonders, as none but 

»s- One 'fent from God could perform. 

odnquifitor,,Go on. | | 

When I faid, they.addref¢.all their prayers, 
and. moit. of the,external aCtions of -theig 
worfhip to the fun, it is on account of their 
woi§ rae believing 
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believing him to be the phyfical caufé of 
the produétion’ of all things by his natural 
influence ; which, though the wifer:fort of 
them, when you came'to reafon more clofe- 
lyy willograntito be derived from ‘the E/, 
and fome»of them: will:own him to: be a 
mere material Being, moved'by a prior caufe, 
yet the'generality:of them don’t reflect on 
this j ‘but-are really guilty of idolatry in 
worfhippinga mere creature. Neverthelefs, 
as toe the moral: effeéts of the univerfe, or 
the free actions of men with refpect to 
eqitityy: juttice, goodnefs, uprightnefs, and 
the \likeprcwhich® they allow to be» pro- 
perly the duty of rational creatures, and of 
mich ¢reater:confequence than the phyfical 
part of the world: this I fay; they all re- 
fer torthe fupreme Being, whofe will it is 
they fhould be merciful, good, juft, and 
equitable to all, agreeable to the juft notions 
of the all-wife author of their exiftence, 
whofe fupreme reafon being incapable of 
any irregular bias, ought to be the rule of 
his creatures that depend on him, and are 
in fome meafure partakers of his perfections. 
They confirm this notion by a very pro- 
per comparifon ; as for example, ‘to act 
contrary to the laws of nature in phyfical 
productions, is to produce monftrous births, 
ce. fo tovaét contrary to the ideas of the 
fupreme reafon in moral cafes,’ muft be a 
great deformity in his fight, 

, I own 
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» Down ‘Towas charmed ‘with! this natural 
way of reafoning, and afked thent further, 
whether! they believed the {upreme Being 
troubled himfelf about ‘the moral) partsiof 
the world, or the free a@ions of men? 
They feemed furprized at the queftion, and 
alked me, whether I thought it° was poffi 
‘ble ‘he fhould: leave the nobleft part outeof 
his care, when he took:the pains (thatowas 
their expreffion) to create the leaft infe@ 
-according to the moft exaé rules of art and 
‘knowledge, beyond all that the art‘of man 
can come upto? I afked themagain,’ what 
were the. rules, which it was this will that 
free agents, {uch as man for inftance, {hould 
follow in the direction of their lives? ‘They 
‘told me, reafon, juftice, and equity, in imi- 
‘tation of the fupreme reafon ‘in him for, 
‘faid they, can you think the'fapreme Being 
can approve of the enormous actions’ com- 
mitted, by men 3. or that any vile practices 
‘can be according to the juft ideasiof his rea- 
‘fon; if not, they muft’ be contrary tothe 
‘beft light of reafon not only in God but 
‘man, and therefore liable to be punifhed by 
-the juft governor of all, | 

I fubmitthefe notions to your Reverénces 
better judgment, but Ithought them very'ex- 
traordinary, for perfons: who had nothing but 
the light of nature to:dire@ them ; ‘tis* pity 
» but they had been»as right in their moreite- 
mote inferences as they 'werevin thefe princi- 
‘ ples, 
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ples: ‘The fum therefore of the theoretical 
part of their religion, 1s, | 

Firft, that the E/ is the fupreme ‘intel- 
leGtual, rational, and moft noble of all be- 
ings; that it is the duty of all intellectual 
beings to imitate the juft laws of reafon in 
him, ‘otherwife they depart from the fu- 
preme tule of all their aGtions, fince what 
is contrary to the moft perfec reafon in 
God; muft be contrary to our own, and by 
confequence of a deformity highly blame- 
able inhis fight ; all their prayers, and what~ 
ever they afk of this fupreme Being 1s, that 
they may be juft and good as he is. 

Secondly; that the: fun is the chief, at 
Jeaftiinftrumental caufe of their bodies, and 
all other’ phyfical effects. Your Reverences 
know better than Ican inform you, that this 
is wrong : to him they addrefs their prayers 
for the prefervation of their lives, the fruifs 
of the earth, &c. 

Thirdly, that their parents are the more 
smmediate infirumental caufe of their na- 
tural being, which they derive partly from 
the El; and partly from the fun, and they 
reverence them the more on this account, 
as being the vicegerents of both, and be- 
lieve them to be immortal, as to the {piri- 
tual or intellectual part, and confequently 
able and ready’to affift them according to* 
the xefpect they thew them by reverencing 
their tombs and honouring their memories. 

: Though, 
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Though, upon a-nicer examination; fourid 
that the fuperftitious worfhip they pay ito 
their deceafed anceftors, ‘was/as) mucha po- 
litick asa religious inftitution, -becaufe.their 
government being patriarchal, this -inviolas 
ble refpect they thew to their-parents: makes 
them, {obey., their- elders .or governours, not 
only, with the moft.dutifal obfervance, ~ but 
even: with a-filial love and: alaerity, : 

There are fome other points,of lefs con= 
fequence, and .reduceable. to. thefe.-three 
beads, which. your Reverenceg) will obferve 
inthe courfe of my relation, .\As,for the. 
immortality of the, foul, rewards and pu- 
nifhments in another life, they believeboth, 
though-they have an odd way of explaining 
them. »»They fuppofe, without, any. -hefita- 
tion, \that the foul is a being independent of 
matter, as-to its effence, having faculties.of 
thinking; willing, and chufing, which mere: 
matter, let it be {pun ever fo fine, and a@u» 
ated by the-quickeft and the moft fubtle mo- 
tion, can never be capable. of; but-their no» 
tion of their pre-exiftence with the E/, be. 
fore they were fent into bodies, is yery cons 
fufed... The! rewards and. punifhments.in 
the! next life they believe. will chiefly con- 
fift in this; That in. proportion-as their 
actions Have, been conformable ‘to-'the jut 
ideas. of othe fupreme being, in this. life; 
partaking) ftill. more sand. more, of ‘his infi- 
nite wildom, fo their fouls will: approach 
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(ill nearer to the beautiful intelligence of 
their divine model inthe next. But if their 
actions in this life have been inconfiftent 
with the fupreme reafon in God, they thall 
be permitted to go on for ever in that incon- 
fiftency and difagreement, till they become 
fo monftroufly wicked and enormous, as to 
become abominable even to themfelves. 


Of their opinion, concerning the tranfmigra- 
tion. of Souls, and the fcvence of Phyfi- 
ognomy. 


I found the wifeft of them held the Met- 
empfychofis, or the tranfmigration of fouls ?, 
not.asa punifhment in the next life, as fome 
of the ‘antient Heathen philofophers did, 
-but.as a punifhment in this ; the chief pu- 
nifament in the next was explained above. 
This tranfmigration of fouls is quite diffe- 
rent from the.received notion of the word, 
Inftead of believing, as the antients did, that 
the fouls: of wicked and voluptuous men, 
after their deaths, tranfmigrated into bealts 
according, to the fimilitude of their vicious 
inclinations, till, pafling through one ani- 
mal into another, they were permitted, to 


».p This notion of the tranfmigration of the fouls of brutes into 
“men and women in this life, particularly into the latter, was 
not unknown to the ancients, though explained fomething af. 
tc aedifferent way : witnefs a remaining fragment of Simonides 
a very ancient Greek Poet, to that effect. 

commence 
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commence men again; I fay, thefe people, 
inftead of believing this, hold a» Metemp/y- 
chofis of quite a different nature; not that 
the fouls of men enter into brutes, but that 
the fouls of brutes enter into the bodies of 
men even in this life. They fay, forexam- 
ple, that the bodies of men and women are 
fuch delicate habitations, that the fouls of 
brutes are perpetually envying them, and 
contriving to get into them ; that, unlefs 
the divine light. of reafon be perpetually at- 
tended to, thefe brutal fouls fteal in upon 
them, and chain up the rational foul, fo 
that it fhall not be able to govern the body, 
unlefs it be to carry on the defigns of the 
brutal foul, or at beft only make fome faint 
efforts to get out of its flavery, I took it at 
firft, that this fyftem was merely allegori- 
cal, to thew the fimilitude between the pai- 
fions of men when not directed by. reafon, 
and thofe of brutes. But upon examina- 
tion, I found it was their opinion, that this 
tran{migration did really happen; infomuch 
that in my laft journey. with the Pophar into 
Egypt,.when he faw the Turks, or -other 
ftrange nations, nay feveral Armenian and 
European Chriftians, he would fay to me in 
his own language, there goes a hog, there 
goes a lion, a wolf, a fox, a dog, and the 
like ; that is, they believe the body of a vo- 
luptuous man is pofleffed by the foul of a 
hog, of a luftful man by that of a goat, a 
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tteacherous man by that of a fox, a tyran- 
nical man by that of a. wolf, and fo of the 
reft. This belief is inftilled into them fo 
eatly, and with fo much care, that. it. is of 
very great benefit to keep them within the 
bounds of reafon. Ifa. young man finds 
himfelf inclined to.any of thefe paflions, he 
addrefles himfelf immediately to fome per- 
fon whom. he thinks of fuperior wifdom, 
who. affures him that the foul of fome cer- 
tain brute is endeavouring to furprize and 
¢aptivate, his rational foul, and take pof- 
feffion of its place. his makes. them 
always watchful, and wpon their guard a- 
gainft their own paffions, not to be furpriz- 
ed by fuch a mercilefs enemy. Their im- 
mediate remedy is, to look ftedfaftly at. the 
divine light that fhines within them, and 
compare it with its original, till by the force 
of its rays they drive away thofe brutal fouls, 
which, as foon as fully difcovered in their 
treacherous attacks (for they come_on,; fay 
they, by ftealth, not daring to attack that 
divine light directly) are eafily repulfed, be- 
fore they have obtained _pofleffion, though 
it, cofts a great deal of pains to diflodge 
them, when once they are got in. _ The fear 
of being abandoned to the flavery of. thefe 
brutal fouls is fo deeply imprinted in them 
from their'infancy,, that they look upon the. 
temperance and regularity of their lives to. 
be in a gteat meafure owing to this doctrine, 
_ , ' ie The 
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The fame notions hold with their women; 
into whom their mothers and governefles in- 
ftil them, as ‘the wife men do to ‘the 
men ; only they believe the brutal fouls 
that enter into womén, are of a different 
fpecies’“from thofé that enter into men; 
They fay, for inftance, that of a cameleon, 
makes them falfe and inconftant ; that of a 
peacock, coquettifh and vain ; that of a ti- 
grefs, cruel and ill-natured ; and fo of the 
reft. “They add another difference between 
men and women, that when thefe brutal 
fouls are entered ihto them, they are much 
harder to be driven out from them, than 
from the men ; befides that thefe brutal 
fouls will lurk undifeovered in women 4 
great while, and are often fcarce difcernible, 
tll “the age of five and twenty or thirty ; 
whereas in'moft men it difcovers itfelf pre- 
fently after its entrance. 

It was on account of this doétrine, as I 
found by repeated obfervations, that they 
were fo addifted to the fludy of Phy/ogno- 
my, laying down rules to know by the 
countenance, the lines of the face, and un- 
guarded looks of men, whether the brutat 
foul has got poffeffion or not, in order to 
apply properremedies, This fcience, how- 
ever uncertain and doubtful among Chrifti- 
ans (who have greater affiftance of grace and 
virtue to refift their paffions, thofe treache- 
cous invaders) is brought to greater per- 
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fection and ‘certitude than one would ima- 
gine, among fuch of thefe people, who, 
having no fuch helps, take little care to cul- 
tivate and moderate their vicious inclina- 
tions, unlefs they aré apprized and fore- 
warned of the danger. Therefore theit wife 
men, whenever they come in company of 
the younger’ fort, confider attentively with 
themfelves all the lineaments of the counte- 
nafice, ‘complexions, motions, habit of 
body, conftitution, tone of the voice, make 
and turh of the face, nofe, eats, &c. but 
particularly they obferve the ftru@ure’and 
glances of the eye, with innumerable figns 
proceeding from it, by which they pretend 
to difcover thofe paffions. I fay, they pre- 
tend to’know by thefe what brutal foul lays 
fiege to the rational foul, or whether it has 
already taken poffeffion of its poft. Ii they 
are ftrangers, they prudently take care to 
avoid their company, .or at leaftare on their 
guard not to have any dealings with them in 
matters obnoxious -to the brutal foul they 
think them poffeffed by. But if the perfon 
attacked by thefe brutal fouls be of their 
own nation, they immediately forewarn 
fach to be’on ‘his guard, by which, and the’ 
dread they have entertained from’ their 
youth of thefe brutal enemies, they are-kept 
in-fuch order; that, as‘I faid;\I’never faw 
fuch moral people. in..my life, .... The..wortt 
is, they are extremely inclined to “be proud, 
and have too great a value for themfelves, de- 
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{pifing,in. their hearts all other nations as if 
they were nothing but brutes in human fhapes. 
‘However, their wife men take as much care 
as poffible to correét this fault, as far as the 
ignorance of the law of grace) will allow ; 
by putting them often in mind of the mife- 
ries and infirmities of human life, which 
being real evils, muft be in punithment of 
fome fault; that the moft perfect are liable 
to death, which makes no diftinGion be- 
tween.them and the reft. of. the world; Be- 
fides,:, humility, and a commiferation. for 
the defects of others, is one of the rays of 
the divine light that is to guide them, From 
fuch documents and inftructions of the wifer 
fort,. though they don’t care to have any 
correfpondence with other people, feeing 
sthem, fo poffefied with thofe brutal fouls, 
yet they are a moft courteous, and compaf- 
fionate. people in all their behaviour, 


Of their Laws and Cuftoms, 


Over and above what has been faid al- 
ready of the nature and cuftoms of thefe 
people, I fhall here obferve that their laws 
are very few in number ; but then they are 
prodigious exaét in the obfervance of them, 
I have often heard the Pophar, contrary. to 

4 The Chine/e, whom I have proved to be defcended from 
the firlt Egyptians, are fubjeét to the like pride and contempt of 
other people ; faying that all other nations have but one eye, 


whereas nature has given them two: ‘fignifying thereby, how 
much wifer they think themfelves than. other men. 


3 his 
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his cuftom, make very fevere reflectionson the 
lawyers of. other countries, .who make. laws 
upon laws, and.add precepts, upon precepts, 
till the endlefs number of, them; makes the 
fundamental ,part to be forgotten; leaving 
nothing but.a confufed heap of explanati- 
ons; which may caufe ignorant people ta 
doubt, whether there is really any thing 
meant by, the laws, or not... If I forbid my 
fon, fays he, to do any wrong to any one, 
what need, is there of reckoning up, all the 
particulars by which a perfon may be wrong'd? 
Shew but the faét on both fides, any,man of 
fenfe,and. equity, can tell,..if, there be any 
wrong done... For if you multiply.an infi- 
nity of circumftances, it will be much more 
difficult to decide what.is right,.or, what,is 
wrong, than if you precifely and abfolutely 
forbid all. injury, whatfoever, It, is,almoft 
incredible, with what, nicety and: equity, 
and how foon, their judges determine the 
few difputes they have.among them... ‘To 
weigh the merits of the caufe by the weight 
of the purfe, would be counted by them 
one of the greateft-enormities. ‘There are 
no coutts for difputes of ‘this nature ; all is 
done by laying the cafe.before..their publick 
affemblies, of before any one or two pru- 
dént and juft men ;, and. the affair, is. finally 
decided at once, ibthe lawfor Meum 
and Tium among thein is, Thou shalt, done 
wrong to any one, without-entring-into: any 
| further 
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further ‘niceties! ° ‘Such explanatory” fuppo- 
fitions, fay théy, oftner thew’ people how 
they may ingenioufly contrive to do ‘an! dae 
jury, than how to avoid it, : 

~ Their laws therefore are nothing but the 
firit principles of ‘natural juftice, explained 
and applied by the elders, in’ the publick 
hearing of all who have a mind to come ia 
when the facts are brought into difpute. 
The worfhip of the Deity, and that ex- 
ceffive and even fuperftitious reverence they 
pay to their parents, both alive and’ dead, 
is {0 carefully inculcated to them from their 
infancy, that there is no need of any writ- 
ten'‘law to enforce it, They look'on aman 
to ‘be poflefled with fome brutal foul, who: 
fhould’ pretend to call in queftion or neg= 
le&t this duty. 7 | 
There is a pofitive law among them, not 
to fhed human blood voluntarily *, They 


* Thefe people defeending from Mifraim, whe might know 
the patriarch Noah, and might have learnt by tradition. the 
punifhment of Caza for the murder of his brother Abel, car- 
ried that opinion to an-excels. Be thefe people who they will, 


or not be at all, E can’t: but’ obferve; how inexcufable the 
wickednefs of men was: from the beginning, without. blani. 
ing God, as fome libertines do, for leaving them in ignorance, 

The wicked) Ham; or Cham, was in the ‘ark with Noah, 
and lived many years-before the deluge (the trath ef which is 
attefted by ancient hiftory as well as by facred Scripture) 
and faw the dreadful punifiment infliéted on the world for fin 
could. hot he have Jearnt godlinefs, and thereward for it, “of 
his father Wogh ? Could not Ham shave taught his own chil. 
dren, they theirs'}"and fo on ? But they corrupted their own 
ways, andithereby fhewed the meceffity of a revelation.» . 


M 4 carry 


168 The Adventures of 


catry this’ fundamental’ law of ‘nature ta 
fuch a height, that they never put any one 
to death, even for murder, which very fare- 
ly‘happens; that'is, “once’in feveral ages. 
If it appears that’ a perfon has really mur+ 
dered'another, a thing they think almoftim- 
poffible, the perfon convicted is fhut up 
from all commerce of men, with provifi- 
ons'to keep him alive as long as nature al- 
lows. After his death the fact 1s proclaim- 
ed, as it was when they fhut him up, over 
all'the Nomes. “His name is blotted out of 
their genéalogies ; then his dead body is man- 
oled juft in the fame manner as he killed the 
innocent, and afterwards burnt to afhes, 
which are carried up to the higheft part of 
the deférts, and then toft up into the air, to 
be carried away by the winds blowing from 
théir own country : nor is he ever more to 
be reckoned as one of their race, and there 
is a general mourning obferved throughout 
the kine¢dom for nine days. 
‘O There is alio an‘exprefs law againft adul- 
téry and whoredom, which are likewife pu- 
nifhed after death. If perfons are caught 
in adultery,’ “‘they~are’ fhut “up” apart. till 
death ; then they are expofed naked as they 
were furprized? and the’ body of “the wo- 
man treated. after the, moft,.ignominious 
manner for threedays:: Afterowhich, -they 
are burnt, and their, ‘afhes “difperfed as be- 
ie fore, 
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fore £,. Whoredom is only punifhed, in the 
man, by chaining him to a he-goat, and 
the woman to.a /alt bitch, and leadin 
them thus round the Nome.. Allin the 
re{pective Nome, men and women, are to 
be-prefent at the more fignal punifhments, 
and parents are obliged to explain to their 
children the. wickednefs and. horror of the 
crime, for a warning for the future. I for- 
got to tell your Reverences, that if the wo- 
man brings forth by adultery, the child is 
preferved, till able to be carried with them 
when they go into Egypt, and there given 
to fome ftranger, with ample. provifion for 
its maintenance, but never to be heard of 
more ‘, . 

There is alfo one particular I thould have 
mentioned, relating toinjuftice. If, for ex- 
ample, the elders find there has been any 
confiderable injuftice done, the criminal is 
obliged to reftore nine times the value, . If 
any one be convicted to have impofed upon 
the judges, he.is to be fent out to the fkirts of 
the country, to live by himfelf for a time 


{ See the learned bifhop of Meaux’s Univerfal Hiftory, con- 
cerning the Egyptians, Par. iii. and of their punifhments after 
death. 

* With our author's leave, this is not fuch a juft and com- 
paffionate part, toturn innocent children out among people 
whofe cuftoms they had fuch a horror of, only for their parents 
faults. For though the maxim be good, Beware a Breed ; 
yet the care they took of their youth, and the moral inftruéti- 
on_they gave them, might make them abhor the crimes of 


their parents. 
propor- 
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proportionable to his guilt,° with a ‘mark: 
on his forehead, for all perfons to avoid him, 
left he fhould inftil his principles into others. 
All other matters ‘are regulated rather’ by 
cuftom, than by laws, which will bé feen, 
when I come to the form of ‘their govern- 
ment, and other particular inftitutions, 


Of their Form of .Government, 


Their form of government, as I had the 
honour to acquaint your Reverences before, 
is patriarchal, which they preferve inviola- 
bly, being the moft tenacious people in the 
world of their primitive inftitutions, But 
the order of the fucceffion is extremely pare 
ticular, in order to keep up the equality of 
brotherhood ana dignity as exa@ as ‘they 
can. Yout Reverences, I prefume, remem+ 
ber that they all f{prung from one’ family, 
(and lived as fuch when they were driven 
out of Egypt) the head of which was 
prieft of the fun. This» government they 
had obferved ever fince Mifraim took pof- 
feffion of that land ‘for his habitation, But 
when they were fecured:from all the world 
in the firft wale,o as ‘was’ mentioned before, 
they eftablithed that form of government af- 
ter a particularamanner.’: The firft' Pophar 
fettling in that. vale with ‘his: five fons, ‘and 
as many daughters with their hufbands,' go- 
verned them during life, -as father or patri- 
arch of them all) Their prodi#ions véne= 
ration for their parents, and feparation from 

te Ng all 
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ali, other people, render this form, infinitely 


more practicable. than can well be imagined, 
As.they were children of one man, theanters 
eft of, the whole .was. the intereft. of every 
particular, ,All.the nation of the firft.tranf- 
migration were, children, grand-childreny 
or great grand-children of the good) old 
man who conducted them thither. Having 
no wars, or voyages at fea, nor commerce 
with the diftempers as well as vices of other 
nations, who. generally. differ in, their, .way 
of living as well as their climate; havin 
nothing of this, I fay, to deftroy their peo- 
ple; they. not only increafed, prodigioufly, 
without, plurality of wives, but by that.and 
their almoft primitive way of living, ) they, 
preferved their lives to a great old age, »moft 
of .them liying above a hundred years, and: 
fome.above a hundred and fifty... The firft 
Pophar (fay their memoirs) lived till an hun- 
dred and fifty five, and, his eldeft fon his 
fucceflor,.-more robuft fill, to a hundred 
and fixty, Prefently after his eftabli{hment 
in the firft vale, he divided his {mall domi- 
nions into five Nomes, or governments, un« 
der his five, fons, as..was. obferved before. 
All were to be, fubordinate to the eldeft ; but 
it was only, a patriarchal, fubordination, re-~ 
lating to the whole., |The other governors, 
and, indeed all'fathers-of families, were en- 
tire, minifters of the laws.in their re{pective 
families, ;.,.but,thefe laft were liable to the 
infpection of the! more immediate faperiors, 
3 and 
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and all to that of the Grand Pophar,. affitted 


with fuch a number of counfellors as were 
eftablifhed afterwards. ‘To. give your Re- 
verences a. more diftinct idea of this wonder- 
ful government, it will come much to the 
fame, whether we defcend from the chief 
Pophar. to. every.refpective family, or from 
thefe upwards, ‘The particularities of the 
fuccefflion I fhail confider afterwards, How- 
ever, it will be eafier feen if we take them 
when their numbers. were not. fo great, at 

the firft, beginning of their eftablifhment. 
The Pophar, then, having diftinguifhed 
the bounds of every Nome, I mean.in. their 
firft tranfmigration, each fon took  pofief- 
fion of it for himfelf and pofterity.. While 
each fon’s children were unmarried, they 
continued under. the, government at their 
father, who made gar of as much land as 
was fufficient for the conveniencies and plea- 
fures, as well as the neceffaries of life. But 
as foon as any fon was married, or at leaft 
when he could be called a father of a fami- 
ly, the father, with confent of the Pophar, 
allotted him likewife a. fufficient quantity — 
for the fame.end:. fo.they. fpread.and. en- 
larged themfelves as it were from the center 
to a farther extent,..much in the fame man- 
ner as they build their, towns,, till they had 
occupied the whole Nome... Here.you.will 
fay, thefe people muft in procefs of, time 
increafe. ad infimitum,, without lands fuf- 
heient 
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fufficient to maintain them.’ © This was real- 
ly the cafe in the firft plantation, which was 
fo entirely occupied by them, that if the fa- 
mous Pophar, who brought them into the 
vaft continent they now enjoy, had not 
made that glorious difcovery with the danger 
of his life, they muft have returned into 
Figypt, or eat up one another ; but where 
they areat prefent, they have room enough, 
notwithftanding their numbers, for feveral 
ages. Hlowever, I often reprefented to the 
Pophar, that it muft come ‘to that at lait’: 
the thought made him uneafy at firft, and 
at length put him on,a further difcovery, 
as yout Reverences will fee: in the fequel. 
“But fuch vaft numbers of them betaking 
themfelves to arts and manufadtutes, and 
the country being fo prodigioufly fertile, 
there does not appear any great difficulty in 
that refpect. Of all arts they look upon 
agriculture as the firft in dignity next ‘to 
the liberal fciences, fince that nourifhes al] 
the reft; but it comes fo eafily; and the 
fruits and legumes are fo rich and delicious, 
that they have little more trouble than to 
gather them: befides, having two fummers, 
and two {fprings, each different feafon pro- 
duces its peculiar fruits, But to return to 
the idea of their government, edch father of 
‘a family governs all his defcendants, married 
er unmarried, as. long as he ‘lives. If his 
fons are fathers, they have a fubordinate 

power 
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powet under him; if he dies before he 
comes to fuch an age, the'eldeft fon, orthe 
eldeft uncle, takes care of them, till they 
are fufficient to fet up a family of ‘them-’ 
felves, > The father, on extraordinary occa- 
fions, is liable to be infpected by five of the 
moft prudent heads of that diftrit; thefe 
by five of the five adjacent diftriéts chofen 
by common ‘confent ; thefe laft, by the 
heads of the five Nomes, and all the Nomes 
by) the Grand Pophar affifted with three 
hundred fixty five elders, or {enators, ‘cho- 
fensout of every Nome, What is moft par- 
ticular‘in this government is, that they are 
alls-ebfolute* in fome manner, and inde¥ 
pendent, ‘as looking’ on ‘themfelVves ‘as’ alt 
equalin ‘birth; yet in an entire dependency 
of natural fubordination or elderfhip, which 
runs thro’ the whole Oeconomy, as your Re+ 
verences will fee when I come to the fue-" 
ceffion,: They are in the fame | manfer’ 
lords and proprietors of their own pofleffi- 
ons, yet the Pophar and governors can allot 
and difpoie of all for the publick emolu- 
ment, becaufe they look’on him to be as 
much the father ‘of ‘all; as°the immediate 
natural father is of his proper children, «and 
even in fome fenfe their natural ‘father by 
right of elderfhip, becaufe they “{prang ori- 
ginally from one man, whony'the Grand 
Pophar teprefents. To ‘this,’ that’ natural, 
or »politick, oor even fuperftitious ‘refpect 

they 
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they thew. to, their parents, contribates:fo 
mach, that they never difpute, but onthe 
contrary, revete, the regulations madé-by 
their fuperiors 5 being fatisfied that they)are 
not only, juft.and, good, but that it is their 
awn act, fince it.is done by virtue of a fabs 
ordination to which they all belong. 

The fucceflion of elderfhip has. fome- 
thing very particular, and even intricate in 
it... To exprefs at the fame time. the fupe- 
tiority of .the, elder fon, and the equality 
of independence, I fhall endeavour: to ex# 
plain to your Reverences, as well as. I can, 
the.right thereof, . The. eldeft. fon. ofthe 
firft Pophar, is always Grand Pophar, when 
he is.of age to govern, which,-as I faid, is at 
fifty, at fooneft.;, but. if the dire@ line fails, 
not the uncle's fon, nor any one ‘in that 
Nome, but the right heir, of the next Nome 5 
and fo, of, all..the five Nomes, If they 
fhould fail in all. the Nomes, the Tight .heir 
of the fecond.fon of the fr% Nome, and fo. 
of all the reft.... This, they fay, has hap- 
pened feveral times fince their firft eftablith. 
ment, which is not -mtich-to be wondered 
at, uf they are fo antient as they pretend. 
Thus, though .the.,Grand Popharfbip be 
confined, to the eldeft_in fome fenfe, in ef= 
fect, it belongs tothem.all; but if the next 
heir be \a minor,.,.as, he.is always judged to 
be till he is fifty years of age, the eldelt of 
that, age, of ;the fecond- fon of thé next 
a" Nome, 
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Nome, is regent till the heir be out of his 
mifority; and fo ‘on : infomuch ‘that, ‘in 
order to divide the fuperiority among them 
as equally as poffible, he who has the 
next right to be Grand Pophar, is never to 
be regent. All other publick officers, tea- 
chers of arts and {ciences, overfeers of all 
the publick employments, &c, are confti- 
tuted by the Grand Pophar and Sanbe- 
drim, with affociates of every Nome. 


More Particulars of their Publick Qico- 
nomy. 


Though, asT faid, the Pophar is in fome 
fenfe the proprietor of the whole country, 
as head of the government and chief pa- 
triarch ; yet the paradox of this govern- 
ment confifts in this, that they are joint 
lords, acknowledging no’ inequality, but 
merely elderfhip, and the refpect due to 
dignitaries, which they efteem as their own, 
or redounding to themfelves, becaufe they 
all give their confent to their election for 
the publick good. In a word, the whole 
country is only one great family governed 
by the laws of nature, with proper officers, 
conitituted by the whole, for order and 
common prefervation. Every individual 
looks on himfelf as a part of that great fa- 
mily. The Grand Pophar'is the common 
father, efteeming all the reft as ‘children 

i and 
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and brothers,) calling them. univerfally. by 
that name, as they all call one another bro- 
thers, bartering and.exchanging their. com- 
modities as one brother would, do with ano- 
ther ; and not only fo, but they all join in, 
building their towns, publick places, {chools, 
&c. laying up all the ftoresand provifions, over 
and abovethe prefent confumption, in publick 
places, for the ufe of the whole, with over- 
{cers and infpectors, conftituted by common 
confent, who are to take care chiefly, that 
no diforder be committed. Thus every 
one contributes to all publick expences, 
feafts, and the like, which on fome occafi- 
ons are extremely magnificent ; affecting 
external grandeur in all refpects. Thus 
alfo every man, wherever he goes, entets in- 
to what houfe he pleafes, as if it were his 
own home ; this they are doing perpetually 
throughout the whole. country, rather vifit- 
ing than merchandizing ; exchanging the 
rarities of each refpeGtive place with thofe 
of other parts, juft like friends making pre- 
fents to one another; fo that all the roads 
are like ftreets of great towns, with people 
going backward and forward perpetually. 
They do this the more frequently to keep 
up a correfpondence between the Nomes, 
i2{t diftance of place thould caufe any 
forgetfulnefs of their being of one. fa» 
mily.. The plenty of the country affords 
them every thing that nature can call de- 

N hightful, 
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lightful, and that with fuch eafe, that inf- 
nité numbers*are employod in trades and 
arts, according to their genius, or inclina- 
tions ; which, by their continual peace and 
plenty, their long. eftablifhment in one 
country, and under orie form of govern- 
ment, the natural ingenuity of the people,. 
the fo early knowledge of arts, which they 
brought with them out of Egypt; by 
the improvements their wife men make in 
them from time to time ; and from what they 
learn when they pay their vifits to their de- 
ceafed anceftors,. they have brought to pro- 
digious perfection. One may fay of them, 
that they are all mafters, and all fervants 5, 
every one has his employment; generally 
fpeaking, the younger fort wait ‘on the 
elders, changing their offices as is thought 
proper by their fuperiors, as in a well regu- 
lated community.” All theit children uni- 
verfally are taught at the publick expence, 
as children of the government, without any 
diftinGtion but that of perfonal merit... As 
the perfons deputed for that end, judge of 
their genins, of any particular inclination, 
they are difpofed afterwards to thofe arts and 
callings for which they feem moft proper ; 
the moft fublime fciences are the moft in re- 
{pect with them, and are chiefly the employ- 
ment of their great: mén and° governors, 
contrary to the cuftom of other countries ; 
the reafon of which is, becaufe thefe being 


never 
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hever chofen till they are fifty years of age, 
they, have had more time to improve them- 
felves, and generally are perfons:.of more 
exténfive capacities, They rightly fuppofe 
that perfons who excel others in the mot 
rational {ciences, are not only’ fitteft to. gos 
vern a rational people, but alfo moft capa- 
ble of making themfelves matters of what 
they undertake ; not-but {uch men, knows 
ing the governors are. chofen out of that 
rank, have an éye in their ftudies to the 
rules and arts of governing, which are coms 
municated at.a diftance by them, accordine 
to the talents they remark in the fubjects. 
They do not. do this out of any {pirit of 
ambition, employments being rather an ho» 
norary trouble than an advantage, but for 
the<real good of the whole, Agriculture, 
as T'faid, has the next place in honour after 
liberal arts; and next to that, thofe arts are 
moft efteemed which are mot neceflary ; 
the laft. of all are thofe which are of leaft 
ule, though perhaps the moft delightful, 

Since every one is employed for the com- 
mon good more than for themfelyes, perhaps 
petfons may apprehend that this givesa check 
to induftry, not having that {pur of private 
intereft, hoarding up riches, or aggrandizing 
their families, as is to be found in other na- 
tions. I was apprehenfive of this myfelf, 
when I came to underftand their govern- 
ment; but fo far from it, that potlibly there 

2 is 
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ig not fach an induftrious race of people in 
the univerfe. . They place their great ambi- 
tion in the grandeur of the country, looking 
on thofe as narrow and mercenary fpirits, 
who can prefer a part to the whole: they 
pride themfelyes over other nations on that 
account, each man having a proportionable 
{hare in the publick grandeur, the love of 
glory and praife feems to be their greateft 
paflion, Befides, their wife governors have 
fuch ways of ftirring up their emulation by 
publick. honaurs, harangues, and panegy- 
ricks in their aflemblies, with a thoufand 
other ways. of fhew and pageantry, and this 
for the moft minute arts, that were it not 
for that fraternal love ingrafted in them 
from their infancy, they would bein danger 
.. of raifing their emulation to too great a 
height..Thofe who. give indications of 
- greater, wifdom and prudence in their con- 
dué than others, are marked out for gover- | 
nors, and gradually raifed according to their 
merit. Whoever invents a new art has a 
ftatue ereQed according to the ufefulnefs of 
it, with his name and family inferted. in 
publick records. Whoever diftinguifhes 
himfelf by any particular excellency, has 
fuitable marks of diftin¢tion paid him on 
publick occafions,. as garlands, crowns, ac= 
clamations, fongs, or hymns in ‘his ‘praile, 
-€&c...'Tis incredible! how fuch rewards as 
thefe encourage induftry and arts in minds 
a , fo. 
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fo affected with glory as thefe people are : 
on the other hand, ‘their greateft puhith- 
ment, except for capital crimes, which’are 
punithed as above, are by publick dif- 
yBTACES. 
But now Iam fpeaking of their vOREE - 
‘as they look upon them as feeds of the 
commonwealth, which if cotruptéd? in 
othe bud will never bring forth ‘fruit; fe 
their particular care is laid out in their édu- 
cation, in which I believe they excell all 
nations, One cannot fay there is one in'the 
‘whole nation who may be called-an ‘idle 
.perfon, though they indulge’ their “youth 
very much In proper tecréations, ‘endéa- 
,vouring to keep them as gay as they ‘can, 
a becaufe they are naturally inclined ‘to gtavi- 
‘Py Befides daily recreations, they have ‘fet 
. times and feafons for publick exercifes,’ as 
_tiding, vaulting, running, but particularly 
hunting wild bealts, and fithing for croco- 
_diles, and alivatr’, in their great lakes, 
which I fhall defcribe to your Reverences on 
another occafion; yet they are never fut 
fered. to go alone, that is, a company of 
young. men together without grave ‘men 
and perfons in authority along with them, 
who are a guard to them in all their acti 
ons: nay,, they are never fuffered to flee 
together, each lying in a fingle’ bed, though 
ina publick room, with fome grave perfon 
in the fame room with them. © Their wo- 
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men are kept much in the fame manner; ta 
prevent inconveniencies which I thalk touch 
upon when I come to the education. of their 
women: and this fo univerfally, . that. as 
there are no idle companions to; lead them 
into extravagancies, fo there are no idle and 
loofe women to be found to, corrupt their 
minds, Their whole time,, both for:men 
and women, is taken up in employments or 
publick recreations, which, with the early 
care to inftruct them in the fundamental 
principles of the morality of the country, 
prevents all thofe diforders of youth. we fee 
elfewhere.. Hence too comes. that ftrength 
of body and mind in their men, and.mo- 
deft blooming beauty .in their women; .fo 
that among this people nature feems to: have... 
kept up to its primitive and original pers 
fection. Befides, that univerfal likenefs in 
them, proceeding from their conjugal fide- 
lity and exclufion of all foreign mixture in 
their breed (where all. the lineaments. of 
their anceftors, direct and collateral, meet 
at laft in their offspring) gives the parents 
the comfort of feeing their own bloom and 
youth renewed in their children ; though 
in my opinion this univerfal. likeneds. is ra- 
ther a defect ; not but the treafures of .na- 
ture are fo inexhauftible, . that .there are 
fome diftinguifhing beauties, in. every. face. 
Their young men and. women. imeet..fre- 
quently, but then ’tis in their publick,af- 

femblies, 
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fernblies, ‘with grave people mixt along 
with them, ‘At all publick exetcifes’ the 
- womenare placed in view to fee and’be feen, 
in order to infpire the young men’ with emu- 
lation in their performances. They “are 
permitted to be decently familiar on thofe 
publick occafions, and can chufe their lovers 
refpectively, according to their liking, there 
‘being no fuch thing as dowries,. or Intereft, © 
but mere perfonal merit in the cafe; but 
more of this afterwards when I {hall {peak 
more particularly of the education of their | 
women and marriages. This is a° thort 
dketch of the government and ceconomy of | 
a people,” who are as much diftinguifhed 
from the cuitoms of others, ‘as they are fe- 
patated by their habitation and country. 
| [Inquifitor.’ You teem, Sir, to have a ve- 

ry high idea of this patriarchal govern- 

ment, and look upon it according to'the 
law of nature; I hope you don’t deny 
but perfons may be obliged by the law 
of nature to obey their forms of govern- 
ment, as well asa patriarchal one? 
‘Gaudentio. No, Reverend Fathers, by no 
means, I'don’t enter into comyparifons, 
but relate’ matter of fa@, ’Tis not to 
‘be doubted; but different forms of go- 
vernment may be proper for different na~ 
tions ; and'where once a form of govern- 
ment is lawfully eftablifhed, perfohs ate 
obliged’to obey,''to avoid anarchy and 
| N 4 confu. 
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confufion ; as for example, whoever 

\fhould endeavour to fubvert >a monar- * 

chical government°once lawfully efta- 

blifhed, muft break in upon the laws of 
right and juftice, whichoare obligations 
of the law: of nature, 

Inquifitor, ‘Read‘on. 

Second Inquifitor. - Under favour, 1 mutt 

afkyhim a queftion or two firft. Ithink; 

Signor Gaudentio, you make the grand 

oP ophar to’be° both prince’and prieft 5 

that! is, to be vefted: both ‘with temporal 

and fpiritual power: Is ittyour’oprnion 
that the fpiritual power is fubject'to the 
temporal? 

sGaudentio; 1 {peak of Heathens, Reverend 

Fathers, and «a Heathenifh worlhip, 
where'the grand Popher was both:prince 
of the people,° and chief prieft ‘of the 
fun. by his place. . Poacknowledge no 
head of the churchibutchis Holinefs, as 
moft agreeable tosthesprimitive inftitu- 

‘tion of our religion. 

Herevbe went onin bis exalted notions sof 
the: fovereign Pontiff, partly being a 
Roman Catholick, sbutvehiefly;: in all 
appearance, because be:was before the 
Inquifition safer which reafon the pub- 
lifher thought fibta leawe atcout. 

Gaudentio: 0 Asat ‘yout dReverencesyplea- 
furesthat bgo-oniwith my. hiftory py 

Fnquifitor, By, ayy readon-] 999i 

The 
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The Education oftheir Women, and Mar- 


rlages. 


» Aisfor their women; the Pophar told me it 
was what gave them the moft troubleof any 
thing in their whole government ;. that by 
their records their anceftors had held frequent 
confultations after what manner they were to 
be managed, there being great difficulties to 
be feared either from allowing them liber- 
ty;icor keeping them under  reftraint,: If 
you allow them liberty, you muft depend 
on'their honour, or rather caprice, for your 
own ; if you keep them under ‘confinement, 
they: will be fure to revenge themfelves the 
firft/opportunity ;. which they will /find in 
{pite of all you can do. The rules, faid 
he; by ‘which men) are governed, won’t 
hold.-with women ; folid ‘reafon, if you 
can» make them fenfible of it, will fome 
time or other \havéian’ influence on moft 
men; whereas humour is what predomi- 
nates in women. Hit that, -you have them ; 
- mifs it, youdo nothing : and yet they are fo 

far from’ beingan indifferent thing in the 
commonwealth, that much more’ depends 
onthe right: management of them than 
people \imagine..\ Licentioufnefs of yeuth 
draws innumerable misfortunes on any g0- 
vernment, and what/greater incentives for 
licentioufnefsotham lewd women; whether 


common 
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common proftitutes, wanton ladies, oradul- 


terefies? For all loofe women belong to’one’ 


of --thefe claffes. Our women, continued 
he, are extremely beautiful, as you fee';-our 

nen ftrong and vigorous ;) conjugal fidelity 
therefore and: chaftity muft be the ftrongeft 
bonds to-keep them in their duty. As for 
our young men, we keep them in perpetual 
employment, and animate them to glory 


by ,every thing that can move generous — 


minds ;;-with our women, we endeavour 
the fame by» ways adapted to their genius. 
But our greateft care of all, is to make’mar- 
riage-efteemed by both parties'the happieft 
ftate that can be wifhed  for°in’ this. life, 
‘This we believe to depend in making the 
woman, rather than the man, happy and 
fixed in her choice ;. becaufe, if the perfon 
be impofed upon her, contrary to her own 
inward inclination; diflike, or revenge, or 
perhaps a more fhameful paffion, will make 
her feek for relief elfewhere ;\ and where 
women are not virtuous, men will! be lewd. 
We therefore permit the woman to chufe 
entitely for her felf, and the men to make 
their. addrefies where. they pleafe: but the 
woman is to diftinguifh her choice by fome 
fignal occafion. or other, and that too not 
without great difficulties on both fides, 
which being furmounted, ‘they-efteem them- 
{elves arrived at the happy’ part’ of ’alltheir 
wifhes, The moft ardent and — love 

eter 
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determines the. choices; thisendears the man: 
to. her) onthe one hand, andthe difficulty 
of finding any woman who has not the fame 
inducements.to love her hufband; leaves 
him) no encouragement for his lawlef dec 
fires amang married women; and the fingle 
women are either {fo early engaged with 
their lovers, or fo poffefied. with the notion 
that a married. man. can’t belong: to ‘het; 
that his fuit would be entirely vain. oIn a 
word, we don’t allow. the leaft temporal” 
intereft..to interfere in. the choice, but: ras 
ther .with our. young people fhould> be 
mutually: attraéted by iefteem and affeGiz 
on, | The whole bufinefs, of courtfhip ‘is to 
Prove their conitancy, and to make them 
fo,when,.we are. well affared. of this, ‘all 
obftacles are removed. We found this me= 
thod to-have the leaft inconveniencies of 
any, and the beft means to preferve conju 
gal fidelity, on which the good: of families 
fo much depends, ahs I 

When, our nation, continued he, began 
to grow very populous; and the country full 
of. riches,, and,, plenty; ‘the promifcuoug 
converfation, of -our, young! men and wos 
men, with fome neglect on: the: part of the 
governors, was the.occafion that the bounds 
of our innocent-anceftors:were not fufficient 
to keep them-in- their duty, ; ftrange difa 
orders were crept among oar youth of both 
fexes;! our men gtewienervated and effemic 

; nate, 
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nate, our’ women wanton and»enflamed. 
Unnatural abufes watted: their -conftitution,; 
{o'that’ we loft thoufands!of our young men 
dnd ‘women, without knowing what,was 
thé caufe; even’ im the married: fate; the 
wotnen began not to be contented, with, one 
man: on which»account our-anceftors-had 
dlmoft réfolved to keep all our:women from 
the fight of men till they were married; aad 
then to deliver them up to: their hufbands, 
who’ thould shave a defpotick right over 
them, as Ivam/informed they have in other 
Hations. °° They imagined: this:to be ao¢cer- 
fain means’ to afcertain the slegitimacy.,of 
“heirchildren} ‘and to prevent jealoufy, -the 
Art caufe however diflembled, of the man’s 
‘a@iflike to his wife. Others: objected: againt{t 
this fevere difcipline and faid,) itwwas.mak- 
ing the moft beautiful’ part ofthe creation 
mete flaves; or “at ‘leaft. meres properties ; 
that it was to-give an» fatal check to the 
glory of a free people, ‘to deprive the huf- 
band of ‘the voluntary love! of :his moiety, 
and take away the moft:endearing part, of 
conjugal happinefs., ‘Toothis the feverer fide 
anfwered, That'the women were come to 
fach a pafs, that their abufes of sliberty, 
{hewed they were {carce capable of making 
a proper ufe of it. However,2ai medium 
betwixt both carried it:for ithatotime. boThe 
injuries of the marriage’ ftate, andethe:jcor- 
ruption of youth, which was thie smilie 

my 


Signor ‘Gaudentio di Lucca. 389 
of it} werenjudged toy be: of fuch, confe- 
quence tothe commonwealth, that, xefolyed 
‘to‘putiac ftop to itvat any rate, | all, the:wife 
mMén’ and governors confulted together, and 
fefolved unanimoufly to put the laws 1 men- 
tioned ‘againft) adultery: and whoredom..in 
éxecution; ‘caufing proclamations to be made 
for that “intent throughout the. whole em- 
pire. Allcorruptors of youth of both fexes 
were fhut' up immediately, with-the, regnla- 
tions I related above, of having grave per- 
fons ‘always in the company .ef young 
people, whether men or women.,...Phey 
“Omarried off all: that were of age for it, as faft 
as they could); but quickly found the, num- 
(ber! of ihhabitaints did not increafe, as. ufual, 
their native vigour being exhaufted or debili- 
‘tated by their unnatural abufes......... 

[Some Paragraphs: feem. wanting in. this 
part of “Gaudentio’s narrative which 
doubtlefs were very eurtous. 

There is one peculiar. method allowed by 
them, in which they differ from.all other 
nations; for: whereas thefe laft endeavour to 
preferve their young people, fromtove, -leit 
they» fhould throw themfelves ,away,,.. of 
“amake difadvantageous matches; the former, 
having ono. interefted views in, that, refpect, 
encourage ‘a\generous and, honourable, love, 
and makeiattheirycareto fix,them, inthe 
Oftricteft bonds?! they can, sas toon asy they 
ofudge by their ageiand conflitution, of th cir 
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inclinations : this they'do fometimesby ap-= 
plauding their choice, but moftly by rarfing 
vait difficulties; :contrived’on' purpofe, both 
to-try, and enhance their’conftancy. ~They 
have hiftories and’ ftories: of heroic exam= 
ples. of fidelity and conftaney in both fexes; 
but particularly. for. the young women, by 
which they are taught rather to fuffer ten 
thoufand deaths, than violate their plighted 
faith:,. One may fay they are'a nation of 
faithful lovers; the longer they live toge=- 
ther the more their friendfhip encreafes, and 
infidelity in either fex is looked npon as a 
capital crime.» Add ‘to this, that being ‘all 
of. the. fame rank and quality; except’ the 
regard. paid to elderfhip and publick em- 
ployments; nothing but perfonal merit, and 
a liking of each other, determines the choice 
There mutt be fignal proofs produced, that 
the woman prefers the man before all others, 
as his, fervice muft be diftinguifhed in the 
fame manner, Where ‘this is ‘approved of 
by the governors or elders, if the woman 
infifts..on her demands, ?tis an ‘inviolable 
law that that man mouft be her hufband, 
Their hands are firft joined together in pub- 
lick, then they clafp:each-other in the clo- 
feft embrace, in which: pofture the elder of 
the place, to fhew that this union is’ never 
tobe diffolved, takes a circle of the fineft tem- 
pered.fteel, woven: with flowers, and firft lays 
it over their necks, as they are thus clafping 

each 
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each. other, then round: their waits, and lat 
of all round their breafts, -or hearts, ‘to fio. 
nify thatthe ardency of their love mutt ta 
minate in an indiffoluble friendthip ';, which 
is. followed. by infinite acclamations and 
congratulations of the whole aflembly, ° 1 
believe the world can’t furnith fach exam- 
ples of conjugal chaftity as are preferved bet 
tween them by thefe means. Widowers and 
widows never marry fingle perfons, and but. 
rarely at all, except left young ; when they 
are to gain. each other as before. By fuch 
prudent precautions infinite’ diforders and 
misfortunes to the commonwealth are pres 
vented, proceeding not only from difpropor- 
tionate and-forced marriages, but frony thé 
licentioufnefs of \ idle perfons, who either’ 
marry for money, or live on the fpoil of 
other, people,. till they can get an advanita- 
Zeous: match... This isa thort fketch’ of 
their government and cuftoms, which’ } 
thought would not be unacceptable to your 
Reverences, though a great many other cu{= 
toms of lefs moment: will-occur in the {eu 
quel of my life, to which I now return. 


The Popbar regent-made choite of me 
for one of his attending companions, with 
the other youug men who came home with 
us;,he had a’ ¢reat many other attendants 
and officers, deputed by common confene tg 
wait his. ordersas regent; octhefe:! were 

changed 
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changed every five years, as .were thofe at- 
tending the governors of the,other Nvomes, 
on account.of improvement,; for, being all 
of equal quality, they endeavour to. give 
them as equal an education.as is poflible, 
changing their employments, and waiting 
on one another in: their turns, by the ap- 
pointment of their refpective governors, 
except thofe whofe genius or choice deter- 
mincs them to arts and fciencies, according 
to their ceconomy defcribed before, I muft 
only add, that having fuch a high value for 
their race, noone thinks it a difgrace to 
perform the meaneft offices, being all to be 
attended in like manner themfelves when 
it comes to their turns, each looking on 
the honours done to every branch.of their 
government, as their own. Hence all their 
publick ranks and ceremonies are the moft 
magnificent that can be imagined; theres 
{carce any thing done even in entertainments 
between the private tribes, but there are 
proper officers deputed for it, and all ex- 
pences paid out.of the common ftock, with 
deputies and. overfeers for every. thing. 
Their houfes are all open to one another 
with a long gallery, which runs from. the 
end of one range of building to the other. 
The womens apartments join. together; 
with the men of each family, joining, to 
their own women, that. is, their wives, 
fitters, and daughters. . The, women have 
fub- 
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their fubaltern officers ‘like the men. "Th 
firft apartment of every break of a ftreet 
belongs’ to the meh, then'the women’s be# 
~ longing to them ; then the women of thé 
next family joining to them, and their men 
beyond them, and {o on, with large pub- 
lick halls at proper diftances’ for publick 
affemblies ; fo that every thing they do 
is a fort of paradox to us, for they are the 
freeft'and yet ftri€teft people in the world 
the whole nation, as I obferved before, be- 
ing more like one univerfal regular ‘College; 
of community, than any thing elfe. The 
women are perpetually employed as well as 
the men; ’tis their bufinefs to work all the 
fine garments for themfelves and the men, 
which being much the fame except devices 
and flowers for their friends and lovers, are 
made with lefs difficulty ; the chief diffe- 
rence-is in the wearing them.* But the chief 
diftinétion of fexes is in the ornaments of 
their necks, and hair. Crowns and fillets are 
worn by all, juft after the model of the little 
picture your Reverences {aw inthe cabinet ;all 
their tapeftry, embroidery, and the like, with 
infinite other curiofities, are the works of their 
women, fo that the chief qualification of their 
wemen or ladies, for they are all fuch, is 
to excel at the loom, needle, or diftaf Since 
I came there, by the Pophar’s defire, they 
have added that of painting, in which I bes 
lieve, the vivacity of their genius will make 
them excel all the reft of the world. Not 
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teaching for hire, I thought it no difgrace 
in me_ to inftru&t fuch amiable fcholars in 
an art no man ought to be afhamed of., It 
is a thing unknown with thefe people. for 
young ladies of any degree, or even young 
men, to have nothing elfe to mind or think 
of but vifitsand drefs. When I gave them 
an account of the lives of our quality and 
gentry, they cried out, What Barbarians ! 
Can any thing become beauty more than 
knowledge and ingenuity? They feemed 
to have fuch a contempt, and even a_hor- 
rour for a life of that nature, that the young 
ladies. afked me, with great concern,y if. our 
ladies had any lovers? as if it were impof 
fible to love a woman who. had. nothing to 
recommend her, but what nature gave her, 
In fine, by the defcription I gave of the 
idle life of our.ladies, they judged them to 
be no more than beautiful brutes... They 
afked me alfo, if I did not think my. felf 
fortunate by my captivity, where I met with 
ladies, who thought the ornaments of the 
mind more defirable than thofe of the body, 
and told me they imputed what they faw in 
me, to my good fortune of being born of 
their race by the mother’s fide; nay, could 
{carce believe but my. father had a mixture 
of their blood fome way or other. . 1 affu- 
red them, I efteemed my {elf very happy 
to be in the midit of fo many charms (of 
body and miad ; and added, that though 
ane they 


Szgnor Gaudentio di Lucea. t 95 
they had the ineftimable happinefs of being 
born all of one race, without any mixture 
of foreign vices, yet in effeét, all the world 
were originally brothers and fifters, as {pring- 
ing from one pair, fince men and women 
did not rife out of the ground like muth- 
rooms. This I faid, to give them a little 
hint of natural and revealed religion, which 
are infeparably linked together. But to re- 
turn to my felf: the Popbar being my near- 
eft relation, took me into his own family, 
as his conftant companion and attendant, 
when he was not on the publick concerns ; 
where I likewife accompanied him fome- 
times, and received moft diftinguifhing marks 
of his favour. He would often confer with 
me, and inftruét me in their ways and 
cuftoms, and the’ polity of their govern- 
ment, enquiring frequently into the parti- 
cularities of our governments, both civil and 
religious, He never endeavoured to per- 
{wade me to conform to their religious cere 
monies, and my own good fenfe told me it 
was prudence not to meddle with them. I 
rather thought he feemed inclined to have 
more favourable fentiments of our religion, 
as fuch, «than his own, though he was pro- 
digioufly bigotted to their ‘civil cuftoms ; 
faying, it was impoffible ever to preferve a 
commonwealth, when they did not live up 
to their laws ; which fhould be as few, and 
ag fimple as poffible.” For when once peo- 
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le:come to’break in upon fundamentals, all 
fubfequent ‘laws would>not) have’ half the 
ftrength as primary ones; To thefe:he ad- 
ded many other reflexions, that fhewed/him 
a man of confummate wifdom, andy wor- 
thy the high poft be bore, He had had two 
fons, both dead, and two daughters living, 
the one was about ten years old, when I ar- 
rived there (it is the your Reverences faw in 
that picture) the other born the year before 
the Popbar fet out for Grand Cairo. His 
lady, much younger than himfelf, fhewed 
fuch frefh remains. of beauty; as demon- 
(trated ‘that nothing but what fprung from 
herfelf, could equal her; both the Pophar 
and his confort looked:on me as theirsown 
fon, nor could I expect greater favourshadl 
really been fo. I took all the care imagina- 
ble not to render my felf unworthy of-it, 
and both ‘revered and loved them» beyond 
what Iam able to exprefs; though indeed, 
as 1 obferved, the whole race of them was 
nothing but a kingdom» of brothers and | 
friends 3. no’ man having the: leaft fufpicion 
or fear of one another. They were fo ha- 
~ bituated to the obfervance of their laws, 
by their natural difpofitions and the never- 
ceafing vigilancy of their governouts, that 
they feemed to have a greater horrour for 
the breach of their laws, than theopunith- 
ments attending it ; faying, that infinite dif- 
orders might be committed by the malicious 
inven~ 
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inventions of men, if there was nothing 
but fear to: keep them in their. duty. Such 
force ‘haseducation and the light of nature 
rightly cultivated ;: for myfelf I was left to 
follow ‘what liberal employment I had a 
mind to. Philofophy, mufick, and. paint- 
ing had been the chief part of my ftudy 
and diverfion, till my unhappy. captivity 
and the lofs of my brother; but as I was 
fallen among a nation of philofophers, that 
noble fcience, the miftrefs of all. others, 
made up the more ferious part of my em- 
ployment; though at fome times, by the Po- 
poar ‘regent’s earneft defire, I applied my 
felf to the other two, particularly painting. 
They hada great many old-fafhion’d mufi- 
cal inftruments, and an infinite number -of 
performers in their way, who attended their 
feafts and publick rejoycings; but their mu- 
fick; both vocal and inftrumental was not 
near fo perfect as one might have expeéted 
of fo polite a people, and did not come up 
to the elevated genius of our Itahans. Their 
philofophy chiefly turned onthe more ufeful 
part of it, that is, the mathematicks and 
direction of nature’: in'the moral part of it 
they have a» fyftem, or rather notion, of 
which I forgot to acquaint your Reverences 
before';1t is a too high and exalted notion 
of providence, if that‘expreffion may be al- 
lowed, ‘by which they imagine all things, to 
be: fo governed in: this “world, that what- 
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ever injury a man does to another, it.will 
be returned upon him or his poiterity, even 
in this world, in the fame manner,» or 
even in.a greater degree, than what he did 
to others. 

[Inquifitor. You'll be: pleaied to explain 

‘your. own fentiments in this. parti- 
cular, fince we hope you don’t deny 
that fundamental law of nature and re- 
ligion, viz, That the divine providence 

refides over all things; and as for fube 
lunary things, we prefume you believe 
that providence does not only fhew it- 
felf in the wonderful. productionsand 
harmony confpicuous in all natural,cau- 
fes and effeéts, beyond all the wit and 
att of men; but alfo over the: moral 
part, that is, the free actions of men, 
by fuitable rewards and punifhments in 
this world or the next, to make an equal 
and. juft. compenfation for all the good 
and evil of this life, as God is the juft 
and equal father of all. So pray ex- 

lain yourfelf, that we may know your 
real fentiments on that. head, 

Gaudentio. -1. hope, reverend Fathers, I. 
fhall convince you, my fentiments are 
really orthodox in this point ;no man 
has more reafon to magnify providence 
than my‘felf; but heathenifh peoplesmay 
carry a juft belief to fuperftation,s: ‘That 
there isa providence over: theophyfical 

: sit tal | part 
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part of the world; no man'who ‘has any 
juft knowledge in nature can be igno» 
ranty ince he may be convinced by the 
‘leaft infeG@ “every thing being adapted 
to its peculiar ends, with fuch art and 
knowledge in the author of it, that all 
the art and knowledge of men can’t/do 
the like ; and by -confequence not being 
able to make itfelf, it muft be produced 
by a caufe infinitely knowing and fore- 
feeing. Then, as to the moral part of 
the world,: the fame reafon fhews, ‘that 
jince the great creator defcends fo low as 
to'take care of the leaft infedy: ’tis in- 
credible to think that the nobleft: part of 
the world, that is, the free aGions of 
men, ‘fhould be without his care, But 
as he has given them the glorious en- 
dowments of free will, the fame provi- 
dence knows how to adapt the direction 
of them by ways and means fuitable to 
their beings ; that is, by letting them 
know his will) and propofing  fuitable 
rewards and punifhments for their good 
and bad actions 3: which rewards and pu- 
nifhments, "tis evident, are not always 
feen in this life, fince the wicked often 
profper, and: the good fuffer, \ but» by 
confequence muft be referved for another 

fiate, 
But thefe people not ‘having a juft notion 
of the next life, though they believe a fu. 
O 4 ture 
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ture f{tate, carry matters fo far, that they 
think every injury.done to another,) will 
be fome,.way. or other -retaliated upon 
the agereflor,,.or his pofterity, im this 
life ;, only they fay, the punifhment al- 
ways falls the heavier the longer it isde- 
ferred, In this manner do they.account 
for all the revolutions of the earth, that 
one wicked action is punifhed by ano- 
ther; that the defcendants of the greateft 
monarchs have been loft in beggary for 
almotft endlefs generations, and the \per- 
fons, that difpoffefs’d them: treated after 
the fame manner by fome.of the defcen- 
dants of the former; and-fo on?: which 
hotion,.in, my opinion isnot juft, fince 
a fincere repentance may, wipe off the 
moft . grievous. offences. ..But»as »per- 
fons, generally fpeaking, are more fen- 
fibly, touched. with, the punifhments) of 
this life, itis not tobe doubted but there 
are often moft fignal marks of avenging 
providence in this life, in order to deter 
the wicked, 

Lnquifitor,.. Go, on. 

Finding the Popbar had a prodigious fan- 


cy for painting, by, fome, indifferent. pieces 
he had. picked up,, Ivapplied myfelf-with 
extraordinary. diligence to that.art, particu- 
larly. fince. he, would have me/ teach: his 
daughter, whofe unparalleled charms, though 
putin the bud, made .me.infenfible tovall 
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others.’ By frequent drawing, T not ‘only 
pleafedhim and others, ‘but ‘almoft'myéelf ; 
every one! there, ‘men and women, were to 
follow fome art, ‘or {cience ; the Pophar 
defired'me‘to impart my art to fome of the 
young people of ‘both fexes, faying ‘there 
were very great encouragements for the in-. 
ventors of any new arts, which I might juft- 
ly claim a title to. I' did fo, and before I 
left the place, Thad the pleafure’to fee 
fome of them equal, or even excelling their 
matter. 

"Thefe were the chief employments of 
my leifure hours; though I was forced to 
leave them for’confiderable intervals, to at- 
tend the regent inthe private vifitations of 
his charge; which he did frequently from 
time ‘to ‘time, ‘fometimes to one Nome, 
fometimes to another, having an eye over 
all; both officers and people. Thefe vifita- 
tions were rather prefervations againft, than 
remedies for, any diforders. He ufed to fay, 
that the commonwealth was like a great 
machine with different movements, which 
if frequently vifited by’ the artift, the leaft 
flaw being taken notice of in time, was'not 
only foon remedied, but was a means ‘of 
preferving all the reft ina conftant and re= 
gular:motion $‘ but if neglected, would foon 
diforder the motions of ‘the other parts, and 
either’ coft ‘a’ great deal'to repair, or bring 
the whole «machine °to defiruGtion, Unlefs 

on 
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ompublick folemnities; which were always 
very magnificent, the Pophar (not to burden 
his:people) went about without any great 
train, accompanied by only an affifting elder 
ortwo, the young Pophar, and-my felf, he 
had frequent converfations with the {ubal- 
terns, and even with the meaneft artifans, 
calling them his children ; and they having 
recourfe to him as their common father, 
For the firft five years of his regency, the 
only difficulty we had of any moment to 
determine was an affair of the moft deli 
cate mature Tever heard: though it does not 
concern myfelf; I thall relate it to your Re- 
verences for the peculiar circumftances of it, 
being a cafe entirely new, as wellas un- 
provided for by the laws of their conftitu- 
Hon, ‘ 

The cafe was this : two twin brothers 
had fallen in love with the fame woman, 
and fhe with them. The men and the wo- 
man lived in different parts’ of the fame 
Nome, and met accidentally atone of their 
great folemnities; 1t was at the feaft of the 
funy which is kept twicea year, becaufe, ag 
I informed your Reverences, their kingdom 
lies between the tropicks, but: more on this 
fide the line than the other. ‘This fituation 
is the occafion that they have two: {prings 
and: two fummers. At theobeginning of 
each: fpring, there are great feafis in every 
Nome, in honour‘of the fun ; they. are) held 
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inthe open fields, in teftimony.of his being 
the immediate) caufe, (in their opinion), of 
the production of sall things.» All the facria: 
fice they offer to him are five. little pyramids 
of incenfe, according to the number of their 
Nomes, placed on the altar in plates of gold: 
till they take fire of themfelves.. Five young 
men and asmany women are-deputed by the 
governors to: perform the office of placing 
the pyramids of incenfe.on the altar : they 
are clad in their {pangled robes of the cos 
lour of the Nome, with crowns on-their 
heads; marching up two by two; aman 
anda woman, between two rows of young 
men) and, women, placed theatre-wife one 
above another; and.make the -moft beauti= 
ful {how that.eyes can behold... It happened 
that one of the twin brothers was deputed; 
with the young lady I am {peaking of, ‘to 
make the firft couple for the placing the ins 
cenfe on the altar, They marched: up on 
different fides till they came to the altar: 
when they have placed the incenfe, they-fa- 
lute each other, and crofs down, the men 
by the ranks of the women. and the women, 
by the men, which they do with, a wonder- 
ful grace becoming fuch am auguftaflembly, 
The defign of this.is:to encourage a decos 
rum in) the carriage, of) the -young»people, 
and to givethemia fight of each other im 
_ their greateftduftres: When: the five couple: 
have performed their, eeremony,.the other 
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ranks come two by ‘two to the altar, ‘falu« 
ting,each: other, and croffing «as before, ‘by 
which means the young' people haveoan op- 
portunity of feeing every manand woman 
of the whole company, ‘though the placing 
of them is done by lot, If they have ‘not 
anyvengagement before, they generally take 
the firft liking to one another at fuch inter- 
views, andthe woman’s love:and choice be+ 
ing swhat determines the marriage, with- 
outiany view of ‘intereft, being, as I faid, 
all equal in quality, the young gallants make 
ittheiribufinefs to gain the affection’ of the 
perfon they like by their future fervices, 
‘Touprevent inconveniences’ of ‘rivalfhip’ at 
the beginning, \if the man be'the’perfon the 
woman likes, he prefents her with a flower 
juft.in the bud, which fhe takes and’ "puts 
in her breaft.. If fhe is engaged before, fhe 
fhews him one, to fignify her engagement ; 
whichif in the bud only, -fhews the court+ 
fhip is gone no further than the firft propo- 
fal and liking; if half blown, or the like, 
"tis an emblem of further progrefs ; if full 
blown; it fignifies that her choice 1s deter- 
mined, from whence they ean never recede ; 
that is, fhe can change the man that: pre- 
fents it, but he can’t challenge her till the 
has worn it publickly. If any diflike fhould 
happen after:that, they are to ‘be fhut' up, 
never to have any hufband) If fhe has’no 
engagement, ‘but/does not approve of the 
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perfon, ) fhe makes» hima: low courtefy;: 
with cher eyes ofhut’till he is: gone away, 
The women,» /’tis:true, forall: this; ‘have: 
fome little coquetifh arts, diflembling their 
affections now»and then, but not ofteny ) If 
the man. be engaged, he wears fome favour 
or other to fhew it; if he likes not the wo- 
man, he prefents her with nothing; if the 
woman fhould make {ome extraordinary ad- 
vances, without any of his fide, fhe has dix 
berty to. live.a maid, or to be difpofediof 
among the widows, being looked upon as 
fuch;, who,,-by the bye, marry) none>ibut 
widowers,; But to return to the twins! Je 
happened that, the brother who went with 
the lady. to the altar, fecing the had no‘bud 
upon her breaft, fell in love with her; and 
fhe with him); the awe of the ceremony, 
. hindered them from taking any further no- 
tice. of .one another at that time. As the 
went down. the ranks, the other brother faw 
her, and fell,in love with her likewife, and 
contrives to meet her with a bud in hishand, 
jaft as the ceremony ended, which the ac- 
cepts of, taking him ito besthe:perfom who 
had-marched up with her-to:the altars but 
being: obliged to: go. off with: the: other 
young ladies;owhether: the concern the: had 
been-in;,/in| performing the ceremony before 
fuch; am iluftsious:afiemblyy onthe heatwof 
the. weather, onthé joy) theo conceived aa 
finding her affection reciprocal, }orralltoge- 
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ther, ‘had fuch an effeét, that the fell into’a 
fainting fit among her companions 3°‘ wh6 
opening’ her bofom in hafte, ‘not minding 
the flower, it fell down, ‘and was trod un 
der foot: \Juft as the was recovered, the 
brother who performed the ceremony, came 
tip and prefented his bud, the thinking it 
had been that the had loft, received it with 
a look that fhewed he had made a greater 
progrefs in her’ affe€tions than what that 
flower exprefied ; the laws not permitting 
any further converfation at that juncture, 
they retired to their refpective habitations. 
Some time after, the brother who had’ the 
luck to prefent the firft flowet, whom. for 
diftinGion I fhallcall the younger brother, 
as He really was, found a way to make her’a 
vifit by ftealth, at a-grated window, ‘which 
as I obferved, was publickly prohibited ‘by 
the wife governors, but privately connived 
at to enhance their love.) He came to her, 
and after fome amorous converfation, makes 
bold to prefent her the more advanced mark 
of his affection, which fhe accepted of, and 
gave him in return a fcarf worked with 
hearts feparated by little brambles, to fhew 
there were fome difficulties for-him to over- 
come yet ; however, they gave one another 
mutual affurances of love, ‘and. he was’ ‘per- 
mitted to profefs ‘himfelf her lover, without 
declaring her name, for fome private rea+ 


fons fhe had.» Not long after, the elder bro- 
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brother came, and procured.an opportunity 
of meeting her-at the fame window, . ‘The 
night, was very dark, fo that! he could:not 
{ee the fecond flower which the had in’ her 
bofom, only the received him with greater 
figns of joy and freedom than he expected 
but. reflecting on the figns he had remarked 
in her countenance, and after her-illnefs bya 
fort of natural vanity for his own merits; 
flattered himfelf that her paffion was rather 
greater than bis, excufed himfelf for being 
fo long without feeing her, and added, that 
if he were to be guided by the height of his 


flame, he would fee her every night. She 


reflecting’ how, lately fhe had: {een him; 
thought. his. diligence was very extraordi- 
hary,’ but imputed it to the ardour of -his 
patiion.; in fine, the gave him fuch affured 
figns of love, that he thought in himélf 
he might pafs the middle ceremony, and 
prefent her with the full blown flower, to 
make fure of her...She took it, but cold 
him fhe would not wear it for fome time, 
till fhe had pafled fome forms, and had far_ 
ther proof of his. conftancy ; but for his 
confirmation of her affeGtion the put out 
her hand as faras the grate would permit, 
which he kiffed.with all the ardours of an 
enflamed lover, giving her a thoufand affze 
rances of his fidelity, and the in return gave 
hima ribbon with two hearts interwoven. 
with. her, own hair, feparated only with a 
little 
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little hedge of. pomegranates almoft ripe,.to 
fhew that the time of gathering the fruit 
was nigh at hand. ‘Thus were. the three 
“Yovers in the greateft degree of happinefs 
imaginable ; the brothers wore her favours 
on all publick occafions, congratulating cach 
other for the fuccefs in their amours ; butas 
lovers affect a fecrecy in all they do, never 
telling one another who were the objects of 
their affection. The next great feaftdrew on, 
when’ the younger brother thought it, was 
time to'prefent the laft mark of his affecti- 
om’ in Order to demand her in marriage, 
which was ufually performed in thofe pub- 
lick! folemnities. He told her he hoped at 
was now time to reward his flame, by wear- 
ing’ the open flower, as a full fign of her 
confent, and gave her a full blown artificial 
¢arnation, with gold flames and little hearts 
on the leaves, interwoven with wonderful 
art and ingenuity. She thinking it had been 
a repetition of the ardour of his affection, 
took it, and put it in her bofom with all 
the remarks of tendernefs, by which the 
fair {ex in all countries know how to reward 
all the pains of their lovers in a moment, 
Upon this he refolyed to afk her of her pa- 
tents, which was the only think neceflary 
on his fide, the woman having right to de- 
mand any man’s fon in the kingdom, if he 
had but prefented her with the laft mark of 
hisaffection. The elder brother having given 
BS Move | in 
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in his fome’ time before, thought the pa= 
rents approbation was the only thing want. 
“Ing on his fide, and tefolves the fame day 
on the fame thing, They were itrangely 
furprized to méet one another, but feeing 
the different favours, they did not know 
what to make of it. When the father 
came, they declated the caufe of their co- 
ming, in terms which fully exprefled the 
agony of their minds: the father was In| as 
great concern as they were, affuring them 
he had but one daughter, who, he was con- 
fident, would never give fuch encouragement 
to two lovers at the fame time, contrary to 
their laws; but feeing their extreme like. 
hefs, he gueffed there mutt be fome. mifz 
take. Upon this the daughter was fent for, 
who being informeéd.it was 40 declare her 
-conferit in the choice of her lover, came 
down with four flowers in her bofom,. not 
thinking but the two full blown had be- 
longed to the fame perfon, fince the had rea 
ceived two before the had worn the. firft, 
The defcription the poets sive of the gode 
defs Venus rifing out of the fea, could not 
be more beautiful than the bloom that ap- 
peared in her cheeks when. the came into 
the room. I happened to be there prefent, 
being fent before by the Pophar, to let the 
father know of the regent’s intended. vifit; 
that being a ¢onfiderable officer, he might or-'. 
der his concerns accordingly, As foon ag 
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the young lady heard the caufe, of their,com- 
ing, andfaw them indiftinguifhably like each 
‘other, with the publick, figns of her fayours 
wrought .with her,own, hand, which, they 
brought alongwith them, fhe {creamed out, 
«© | am.betrayed!” and immediately, fell.in 
a fwoon, flat on.the floor, almoft, between 
her two lovers.. The father,.in.a condition 
very little better, fell down by his daughter, 
and. bathing her with his tears, .called to her 
to.open her eyes, or he muft dye along. with 
her., The. young men ftood.Jike ,ftatues, 
with tage and defpair in, their looks -at, the 
fame time. I being the only indifferent) per+ 
fon,in the room, though extremely: ;fur+ 
prized at.the.event, called her,.mother and 
women to cometo her affiftance.5) who cat- 
red her. into another..room,:undreffled,her, 
and. by, proper remedies, brought her,at laft 
to her felf.. The firft, word. the. faid .was 
<< Oh! Berilla,,.what have you.done.??’,all 
the reft was nothing but, fobbs.and.fighs, 
enough to, melt the hardeft heart. When 
fhe was in a condition to, explain her. felf, 
fhe declared, fhe liked the perfon of the 
man who went up with. her, to, the altar; 
that fome time after the, fame, perfon, |as fhe 
thought, had. prefented, her... with. the Orit 
marks of his affection, which fhe accepted 
of, and in fine had given :her.,confent by 
wearing the, full-blown, flower,;,,,but which: 
of the two brothers it. belonged. to.fhe could 
) : not 
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fot tell’; adding, that the was willing’ to 
fubmit ‘tothe ‘decifion of the elders; °or'to 
undergo’ what’ panifhment they thought fit 
for’ her héedlefs‘indiferetion ; but protefted 
that fhe’ never’ defigned to entertain two per- 
fons’at the fame time, but took them to be 
the’ fame perfon, “The care of their mar- 
‘Fiages being’ one’ of the fundamentals ‘of 
their government, and there being no pro- 
vifion in the law for this extraordinary cafe, 
the’matter ‘was referred to the Pophar re 
gent, ‘who was to be there ih'a few days: 
Suards in the mean time were fet over thé 
brothers,” for fear of mifchief, till /a° full 
Hearing. The affair was difcuffed before 
the Pophar regent, ‘and the reft of the elt 
ders.of the place. © The three’ lovers ap 
peared before them,’ each in fuch ‘agony as 
cannot be expreffed, ‘The brothers were fo 
alike, it ‘was hard to diftinguith one from the. 
other ; ‘the regent’afked them, which of the 
two went up to the altar with the young 
lady; the elder faid'‘it was he; which’ the 
younger did ‘not deny > the lady being inter- 
rogated, “owned fhe defigned ‘to ‘entertain 
the perfon that'went up with‘her to the ali 
tar, but went no further than the frit liking, 
Then they afked which of the two brothers 
gave the firft flower ; the younger faid; he 
prefumed he did, ‘finée he fell!’ in love with 
heras {he went ‘down’ the ranks, and’ con 
trived to give herthe flower as foon’ as the 
Po2 cere- 
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ceremony ‘was over, ‘not knowing of: his 
Brother’s affection; neither did fhe bear any 
mark of engagement, © but accepted of his 
fervice, the lady likewife:owning the receipt 
of fach aflower, but that fhe:loft it; faints 
ing away inthe crowd:; but when, as fhe 
thought, he reftored it to her, fhe did not 
like him quite fo well, as when fhe received 
st the frit time, fuppofing them to be the 
fame perfon. » Being afked who gave her 
she fecond, third, and laft mark of engage- 
ment, it appeared to be the younget bro- 
ther; whofe flower fhe wore publickly an 
her bofom ; but then fhe received’ the full 
blown flower from the elder brother alfo. 
The judges looked: at one another for fome 
‘ime, not knowing well what to fay» tothe 
matter) ‘Then the| regent afked her, when 
fhe gave her confent, if fhe did not undet- 
ftand the perfon to be» him that «went up 
with her to the altar?) She owned fhe didys 
which was the elder; but im faét:had pla- 
ced her affeGtions on the perfon who gave 
her the firtt-flower, which was the younger. 
Then the two brothers: were placed before 
her; and fhe was afk’d, that, fuppofing fhe 
were now at liberty, without any engage- 
ment, which of the two brothers fhe would 
chufe forher hufband? the ftopt,.and bluth- 
ed at the queftion, but at lengthofaid, the 
younger had) been more affiduous) in: his 
courthhips and-with that: burit into»teats, 

cafling 
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eaiting alook-at the younger brother-which 
eafily :fhewed> the fentiments of sher -heart; 
Every one was:inithe laft fafpenfe how the 
regent: wouldidetermine the cafe; and the 
young men-exprefied fuch a concern in their 
looks; as if the final fentence. of. life and 
death, happinefs or mifery, was to be pro- 
nounced to them, When the regent, with a 
countenance partly fevere as well as grave, 
turning towards the young lady, Daughter, 
faid:he; your: ill fortune, or indifcretion; has 
deprived:you from having either of then: 
both you -can’t:have, and. you -have: given: 
both»: an equal: right ;. if either..of. them 
will give up their -right,: you: may marry: 
the other, motielfe. “What do you fay, fons, 
fayshey: will you contribute to make one of 
youvhappy ? they both perfifted they. would 
notigive up their right till, the Jlaft..gafp. 
Thenyfays the regent, turning to the lady, 
who was'almoft dead with fear and.confu-: 
fion, fince: neither: ofethem: will give ;up 
their right, I pronounce fentence on you, 
to be fhut up from:the commerce of men, 
till the death of one-of -your lovers ; .then 
it fhall be left:to your choice -to marry the 
farvivor; fo giving.orders to have her -taken 
away, ‘theocourt was going to break up, 
when the ‘younger brother falling) on -his 
“knees, ‘cries: out,: Tvyield) my right, . rather 
than the adorable: Beri//a-thould be mifera- 
ble’ on’ my account; let me be fhut up from 
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the commerce of men; ‘for being’ the. occa 
fon of fo. divine aicreature’s.,misfortune 
Brother, take her,.andsbe happy: andiyous 
divine Berilla; only, pardon: the confufion 
my innocent love has brought. upon. yous’ 
and then I fhall leave the world/in, peace: 
Here the whole court. rofe.up, (and the 
young man was going out, when the regent 
ftopped him ; Hold, fon, fays he, there is a 
ereater happinels preparing for you than you 
expect ;| Berella is yours, you alone deferve 
her; you prefer her good to your owns and 
as 1 find. her real love is-for you, here join 
your hands, as. find your heartsiare, alrea; 
dyv. They were married immediately; the 
regent leaving behind him avait), idea, not 
only of his juftice, but wifdom,, info intrir 
cate a cafe. .1 drew. an hiftorical, piece of. 
painting of this remarkable trial, exprefling 
as nigh as 1 could the poftures and agonies 
of the three lovers, and prefented it.to the.di- 
vine J/yphena, the regent's daughter, , telling 
her, that if fhe were to accept of flowers,.as 
that young lady. did, fhe would. ruin. all 
the youths of Mezorania. She. received. it 
blufhing, and faid fhe {fhould never receive 
any but from.-one hand, nor even that,. if 
{he thought fhe fhould.do him, any harm. 
adding,' that. fhe thought her, father had 
piven a judt judgment then. waved, the,.dif= 
~ourfe with dach innocence; : yet knowledge, 
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of what’ the 'faid) that I’ was: furprized to’ 
the lait? ‘degrees not» being able to’ gueté! 
whether I had offerided her'or not. 14 

“Thefe vifitations in the company of the? 
Pophar; ‘gave’ me an’ opportunity -of feein 
all the’ different’ parts and chief curiofities 
of the ‘whole empire, Their great towns, 
efpecially the’ heads of every Nome; were 
built, as I faid, much after the fame form, - 
differing chiefly in the fituation; and are prin- 
cipally defigned for the winter refidence;* 
for theit courts’ and colleges, “but particux 
latly for inftru@ting and polithing: théir: 
youth’ of both fexes, and fuch admirable 
care and°ceconomy, to avoid all diffélute 
neéfs and idlenefs ; ‘that, as°I obferyed bes: 
fore,'theré ‘is ‘no fich thing known, as for 
perfons' to have” no ‘other’ bufinefs on: 
their hands but vifits-and drefs; eteemine 
thofe’no better'than ‘brutes and barbarians, 
who are not conftantly employed in improv~ 
ing their natural talénts in fome ‘art or {ci 
ence: '° ‘Their villa’s,: of places of pleafure, 
are {cattered allover the country, with mot: 
beautiful variety ; the villages and towns 
buile for manufactures, trades, conveniency 
of agriculture, 6c, are innumerable; their 
canals, and great lakes, fome of them like’ 
little feas, are very frequent, according as 
the ‘nature of the country will allow ; with 
pleafure-houfes and pavilions, built at due 
diftances, round the borders, inter{perfed 
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with iflands and groves, fome natural, fomé 
artificial, where at proper feafons you-:might 
fee thoufands of boats-fkimming backwards 
and forwards, both for pleafure and:the pros 
fit. of catching fifh, of which: there:is! an 
inexhauftible flore. .There-are alfo vaft for 
refts of infinite variety and delight, .diftins 
guifhed here and therewith theatrical {paces 
or lawns, either natural, or cut-out by art, 
for. the conveniency of pitching: their tents 
in. the, hot.feafons, with fuch romantic 
{cenes Of deep vales, hanging woods, and 
precipices, natural falls, . and, cafcades, . or 
rather. cataracts of water over. the» rocks, 
that all the decorations of artoare nothing 
but foils and fhadows. to, thofe:majeftic 
beauties of nature.;.befides glorious; pro- 
{pects of different. kinds, over the: edges») of 
the mountains where we -pafiled in:our vifi+ 
tations, fometimes prefenting: us with.a 
boundlefs view. over. the »moi{t delicious 
plains in the world; in other places, having 
our. view terminated. with other winding 
hills, exhaling their reviving perfumes from 
innumerable fpecies-of natural fruits and 
odoriferous fhrubs, Travelling. thus by eafy 
journeys, ftaying or advancing in our pro- 
grefs as we thought fit, J, had an -opportu- 
nity of admiring with infinite! delight the 
effeéts of induftry and liberty, in a;ccountry 
where. nature and art feemed |to) vye with 
each other in their different; productions, 

There 
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There was another extraordinary ‘fatisfaQil’ 
on: T:received in thefe vifitations, which was: 
theopportunity of feeing, and partaking of 
their-grand: matches, or rather companies, 
if: may ufethe expreffion, of hunting and 
fifhing: All the young people with their 
governors, orall-who are able or willing to 
go, at particular feafons difperfe themfelves 
for thefe hunts all over the kingdom: the 
country being fo prodigious fertile, that it 
furnifhes them, almoft {pontaneoufly, with 
whatever isneceflary, or even deleAtable ‘for 
life, the people living in fome meafure in ¢dmé 
mon,’ and having no other intereft ‘but °that 
of a well regulated community. “Fhey leave 
thestowns at’ certain’ feafons, ‘and go and 
livejin tents for the conveniency of hunting 
and: fifhing, according as the country and 
feafons are proper for each récreation ; the 
flat part of the country (though it is gene- 
rally more hilly than campaign) is ftockéd 
with prodigious quantities of fowl and game, 
as pheafants, partridges of ‘different kinds, 
much larger than our wild hens; turkeys, 
and peacocks with other fpecies of game, 
which we have not in I¢a/y} hares almoft 
innumerable, -but no coneys that ever I faw; 
unlefs we callbconeys a leffér fort of hare, 
which feed andrun along ‘the’ cliffs and 
rocks, but don’t burrough as outs do. There 
is alfo a’ {mal} fort of wild goat, much lef 
than ours,’ not very fleet, of a very high 
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tafte; and’ prodigious fat.\° They take” vaft 
quantities of ‘all forts, ‘but ftill leave fuffici+ 
ent ftock’to fupply next feafon, except hurt- 
fal beatts’ which® they kill ‘whenever they 
can! But ‘their great hunts are in the moun- 
tains and woodland parts of the country, 
where the forefis are full of infinite quanti~ 
ties of maft and fruits, and other food for 
wild beafts of all kinds; but’ particularly 
ftags of four or fivedifferent {pecies ; fome of 
which, “almoft'as big as-a horfe, “keep “in 
the wildeft parts, whofe flefh ‘they dry and 
feafon with {pices, and is the richeft food 
Wever tafted. Their wild {wine are of two 
kinds, fome vaftly large, ‘others’ very little; 
not much bigger than a lamb, ‘but prodigi- 
ous fierce, ~ This 'laft is moft delicate meat, 
feeding on the mafts and wild fruits in’ the 
thickeft-part’of the ‘groves; ‘and multiply- 
ing exceedingly, where they are not difturb- 
ed, one fow bringing ‘fixteen “or eighteen 
pigs; fo that I have feen thoufands of 
them caught at one hunting match, and 
fent in prefents to the other parts of the 
kingdom, where they have none; which is 
their way in all their recreations, having 
perfons appointed to carry the rarities of the 
country to one’ another, and to the’gover= 
nors, ‘parents, ‘and~ friends’ left’ behind. 
When they go out ‘to their’ grand hunt, 
they chafe fome ‘open’ vale,’ or'vatt lawn, 
as far in the wild forefts as they can; where 
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they, pitch theirytents; and make their ren- 
dezyous ;,,Then, they fend out, their moft, 
courageous,-young. men, in {mail bodies) of; 
ten in .a,company,, well, armed, each with 
his, {pear,.and his fufil flung on ‘his back, 
which laft.of late. years they find more fer- 
viceable againft the wild beafts than) {pears, 
having got famples of them, from. .Perfas . 
Thefe go quietly threagh the wildeft. parts. 
af the, foreft. at. proper dittances, fo as..to 
meet.at fuch.a place, which is to view the 
ground, and /find.a place proper ‘to, make. 
their) ftand,. and pitch their toils, They: 
are, often. feveral. days out about this; but: 
areto make no, noife, nor) kill,.any wild; 
beaft,, unlefs attacked, or they come uponhim 
in, his.couch, at unawares, that they may not. 
difturb the. reft... When they have made: 
their, report, feveral thoufands of them. fur- 
round)a confiderable part of . the. forett, 
ftanding clofe together for their mutual af 
fiftance, making as great a noife as they can, 
with dogs, drums,,and. rattles,and other 
noify inftryments, to frighten the game to- 
wards the center, that none may elcape the 
circle, When. this.is done, iall advance ina’ 
breait, . encouraging their, dogs, founding, 
their, horns, beating .their.drums and. rat- 
tles, that the moft courageous beafts are all 
roufed, and .un, before them.towards. the 
center, till by, this means, they have driven 
‘eed. lf se eflsxed b toge- 
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toxether feveral hundredsiof wild:beafts, lions, 
tygers, elks, wild boars, flags, foxes, hares, 
and in fine all forts:of beafts that were within 
that ‘circle: Tis moft terrible’ to fee fuch'a 
heap of cruel beafts gathered together, grin- 
ning and roaring atone another, in a moft 
frightful manner + but the wild-boar is. the 
mafter of all. Whoever comes neat him in 
that ‘rage, even the largeft lion; he {trikes 
at him with his tufks and makes him keep 
his diftance." When they are brought withina 
proper compafs;’ they pitch their toils round 
them, and inclofe them in, every man join- 
ing clofe to his neighbour, holding out their 
{pears to:keep them off, If ‘any beaft fhould 
endeavour to make his efcape, which fome 
will do now and then (particularly the wild 
boars) they<rum againft: the’ ‘points of the 
fpears, and) make’ very martial \ {port. I 
was'told) that a prodigious wild fow’once 
broke through three files of fpears, over- 
turned the:men, and made a gap, that fet 
all the reft'a running almoft ina body that 
way, fothat,the people were’ forced to let 
them. take their career, and loft: all their 
labour, But: now ‘they: have men ready 
with their -fufils to) drop’ any beaft that 
fhould offeroto turna-head, «When they 
are’ enclofed, thete isomoft terrible: work; 
the«greateft beafts fighting: and goring “one 
another, for rage and {pight,: and ‘the nrore 
fearful running ‘into: the toilsofern fhelter, 

7 Then 
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Then our men; with their fufils drop the’ 
largeft as fat as:they can, 5: When they ins: 
tend):to fhoot; the wild’ boars; three: or four: 
aim at himeatsa' time, oto be fure'to drop: 
him: or. difable him, ,otherwife he runs fall 
at the: laft that- wounded: himy with sfach: 
fury, that fometimes he will break through’ 
the ftrongeft, toils; but hig companions’all 
join their {pears to: keep hiny off.o: Wheiy 
they have dropped all that are dangerous; 
and as:many as they have a’/mind; they 
open) their toils, and difpatch: all thatcare 
gafping.:, I have known above five hundred 
head of -beafts of all forts killed in’ one day 
When all.is over, they carry’ off their {poik 
ton the rendezvous, » feafting and rejoicing; 
and fending prefents as: before, LW 

There) is oftentimes very great’ danger, 
when; they go through: the woods to make 
difcovery of their) haunts ;» becaufe, if in 
{mall companies, fome) ftnbborn: beatt or 
other, will attack them direCtly; every man, 
therefore, asiI faid; has:a fufil flung “at his 
back; and his {pear inchis hand for his dec 
fence. | Being once in»one of their parties; 

we-came upon @ prodigious: wild boar, as 
he was lying in his haunt; fome of tis were 
for pafling by him, but I thought fuch a 
noble prey: was notito:bevlet go 3 fo we furs 
rounded: him,;; and: drew up to him, «with 
more Courage,and cutiofity, than prudence 5 
ene of my companions, who was umy inti- 
nad mate 
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mate friend, being one of thofe who’ cons 
duéted me ‘over the defarts,’ went up nigher 
to him than’ the reft with’ his pear in ‘his 
hands, ftretched out ready ‘to receive him, - 
inicafe he’ fhould’come at ‘him 3'at which 
the beat ftarted'up'of'a fudden; with a ‘hoife 
that: would» have tetrified the ftouteft hero, 
and made’at‘him with fuch a fury, that'we 
gave: him for loft. He {tood' ‘his ground 
with fo much*courage, ‘and held his: fpear 
fo firmiandexa@, that he run it directly up 
the mouth ‘of ‘the beaft; quite’ into the in- 
nerpart of his throat’: ‘the boar roared and 
fhookhis‘head in a’terrible manner, endea- 
vouringto getcthe: fpear out,’ which if he 
hdd done, all the world ‘could not’ have 
faved the young man. I, feeing the danger, 
dane in’ withothe® fame precipitancy,” and 
élapping the'muzzle of my gun almoft’clofe 
to his fide, a little behind his fore-fhoulder, 
{hot him quite through the ‘body’; fo he 
dropped drown dead before us. Juft as we 
thought'the danger was over, the fow, hear- 
ing his‘cry, came rofhing on‘us, and that fo 
fuddenly, that“before I could turn my felf 
with ‘my *fpear, fhe ftruck at me behind 
with her ‘fnout, and pufhing on, ‘knocked 
me down with’ her‘impetuoufity ; -and the 
place being a little thelving, fhe came tum- 
bling quite over mic, which was the occafion 
of faving my ‘life: Athamed of “the foil, 
buts very owell apprifed of ‘the ‘danger, 1 
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was {carce got)up..on: mynfeet, ‘and: on: my 
guard, .when,, making at-mealone, though 
my .companions came in to my affiftance, 
fhe-pufhed.at me, a fecond itime with equal 
fury. Iheld, my.fpean withyall my might, 
thinking, to take her inthe mouth; but mi 
fing my.aim, I) took her juftsin the throat, 
where the head and neckijoin, andthruft my 
fpear, with fuch. forcey her own-career meet= 
ing. me,). that I truck quite through: her 
windpipe, the {pear fticking» fo ofattiin ‘het 
neck-bone,, that. when the dropt, ‘we could 
icarce,.get it out again,» She’ tofleds«and 
reeled. her, head .a. good. while: before the 
fells, buther wind- piper being» cut; and 
bleeding. inwardly, the was choaked. My 
companions.had hit her with. their fpears 
onthe, fides. and -back:;: but: her hide: and 
briftles) were,.fo thick, and hard, they did 
her, very little damage, They all applaud. 
ed, my courage.and victory,: as. if) I had 
killed both the {wine. But [;-as jufticeres. 
quired, gave the greateft part of the glory, 
forthe death ,of the, boar, tothe courape- 
gus dexterity of the young man, whovhad 
expoled himielf fo generoufly, and hit:him 
fo.exact.in the throat. We left-the catcafies 
there, .not being able to:take them: with US; 
but marking.the place, -wecame afterwards: 
with lome sothers to carrythem off, 1 shad 
the honour to jcatrythe boar’s chead.on the 
point,.of myodpean s5owhich L-wouldxhave 
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given to the young man, but he refuted it, 
faying, that I had not only killed it, but 
faved his life into the bargain. ‘The honour 
being judged to me by every one, I fent it 
as a prefent to the divine L/yphena ; a thing 
allowed by their cuftoms, though as yet I 
never durft make any declarations of love : 
fhe accepted of it, but added, fhe hoped I 
would make no more fuch prefents ; and 
explained her felf no further. 

Thefe people having no wats, nor fingle 
combats with one another, which lait are not 
allowed for fear of deftroying their own f{pe- 
cies, have no other way of fhewing their 
courage, but againft wild beafts: where, 
without waiting for any exprefs order of 
their fuperiors, they will expofe them- 
felves to a great degree, and fometimes per- 
form exploits worthy the greateft heroes. 

Their fithing is of two kinds; one for 
recreation and profit; the other to deftroy 
‘the crocodiles and alligators, which are only 
found in the great lakes, and the rivers that 
tun into them, and that in the hotter and 
campaign parts of the country. In fome 
of the lakes, even the largeft, they cannot 
live; in others they breed prodigioufly. As 
they fith for them only to deftroy them, they 
chufe the propereft time for this purpofe, 
that is, when the eggs are hatching; which 
is done in the hot fands, by the’ fides:of the 
rivers and lakes,. The old onesare not only 

very 
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vety ravenous at that time, but! lie lurking 
in the water near their eggs, and are fo pro- 
digious fierce, that. there is no taking their 
eggs, junlefs you firft contrive:to kill tHe 
Qld; ones,...'Their sway to fith for them 4s 
this 3 they beat at a diftance, by the fides 
of the rivers and lakes, where they breed, 
which makes the old ones | hide themfelves 
in the water. « Then twenty or thirty ‘of 
the young men, row quietly backward and 
forward on the water where they fuppofe 
the creatures are ; having a great many 
itrong lines with hooks, made after the man= 
ner of fith-hooks, well: armed as fat as the 
throat of the animal reaches. | Thefe hooks 
they faften under the wings of ducks and 
water-fowls, kept for the purpofe, which 
they let drop out of the boat, and fwim 
about the lake, _ Whenever the ducks come 
over the -places, where the’ creatures are, 
thefe laft Arike at them, and {wallow the 
poor ducks immediately, and fo hook them- 
felves, with the violence and check of the 
boat. As foon as one 4s' hooked, they tow 
him, floundring and beating the water, at 
a ftrange rate, till they ‘have brought him. 
into the middle of ‘the water at a diftance 
from the ireft of his: companions, ‘who all 
lie. nigh the banks; then the other boats 
furround him, and dart their harping-{pears 
at him, till they kill him. «Thefe harping- 
fpears, are pointed with the Anet tempered 
fleel, 
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fteel, extremely fharp, with beards to hin- 
der them from coming out of his body ; 
there is a line faftened to the {pear, to draw 
it back, and the creature along wlth it; as 
alfo to hinder the {pear from flying too far, 
if they mifs their aim. Some of them are 
prodigious dextrous at is; but there is no 
piercing the creature but in his belly, which 
they muft hit as he flounces and rolls him- 
felf in the water. If a fpear hits the fcales 
of his back, it will fly off as from a rock, 
not without fome danger to thofe who are 
very nigh, though they generally know the 
length of the ftring. I was really appre- 
henfive of thofe firange fierce creatures at 
firft, and it was a confiderable time before 
I could dart with any dexterity ; but the 
defire of glory, and the applaufes given to 
thofe that excel, who have the {king carried. 
like trophies before their miftrefles, thefe 
and the charms of the regent’s daughter, fo 
infpired me, that I frequently catried the. 
prize. 

It is one of the fineft recreations’ in. the 
world; you might fee feveral hundred boats 
at a time, either employed, or asf{peCtators, 
with fhouts and cries, when the creature, 
is hit in the right place, that make the very 
banks tremble. When they have’ killed all 
the old ones, they fend their people on_the 
fhore, to rake for the eggs,.,.which..they 
burn and deftroy on the fpot;»notbut fome 

) wil 
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will be hatched before the reft, ahd creep 
into the water, to ferve for {port the next 
year. They deftroy thefe animals, not only 
for their own fecurity in the ufe of the lakes, 
but alfo to preferve the wild fowl and fith, 
which are devoured and deftroyed by the 
crocodiles, ! | 
But the fifhing on the great lake Gil 
gol, or lake of lakes, is without any dan- 
ger; there being no alligators in that wa- 
ter ; and is only for recreatioa, and the pro- 
fit of the fifth. The lake is above a hun- 
dred Italian miles in circumference *, At 
proper feafons, the whole lake is covered 
with boats; great numbers of them full of 
ladies to fee the fport, befide what are on 
the iflands and fhores, with trumpets, haut- 
. boys, and other mufical inftruments, play- 
ing all the while, . It is impoffible to de- 
{cribe the different kinds of fith the lake 
abounds with ;. many of them we know no- 
thing of in Europe; though they have fome 
like ours, but much larger, as pikes, or a 
fith like a pike, two or three yards long; a 
fith like a bream, a. yard and. half over ; 
carps forty or fifty, pound weight they catch 
incredible numbers of them ;. fome kinds 
In One;-part of the lake, fome. in, another, 


* The lake Merzs in Egypt, according to Diodorus Siculus 
and ‘Herodotat, quoted-by the bifhop sof Meaux, Hif! Unt. 
Sef. was a hundred and fourfcore Feeach leagues in cir- 
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They fifh in this manner, and afterwards 
feaftion what they catch, for a fortnight or 
three weeks, if the feafon proves kind, re- 
tiring at night to their tents, either on the 
iflands, or fhore, where there are perfons 
employed in drying and curing, what are 
proper for ule; fending prefents of them 
into other parts of the country, in exchange 
for venifon, fowl, and the like. Though 
there are noble Jakes, and ponds, even in 
the forefts, made by the enclofures of the 
hills and woods, that are ftored with excel- 
lent fith; yet they are entirely deftitute of 
the bet fort, that is fea fith, which we have 
in fuch quantities in Europe. When this 
fithing is over, they retire to the towns, be- 
caufe of the rainy feafons, which begin pte- 
fently after. 


lam now going to enter on a part of my 
life, which 1 am in fome doubt, whether 
tis proper to lay before your Reverences, OF 
not: I mean the hopes and fears, the joys 
and anxieties of a young man in love; but 
sn an honourable way, with no lefs a per- 
fon than the daughter of the regent of this 
vat empire. I fhall not however enter in- 
to the detail of the many various circum- 
ftances attending fuch a paffion ; but fhall 
juf touch on fome particular paflages, 
which were very extraordinary even in a paf- 
fion which generally of it felf runs into ex- 
tremes, 
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tremes. Your Reverences will remember, 
that there is no real diftin¢tion of quality in 
thefe people, nor any regard either to inte- 
reft or dignity, but merely to perfonal me- 
rit; their chief view being to render that 
flate Happy which makes up the better 
part of human life. I had nothing there- 
fore to do in this affair, but to fix my choice, 

and endeavour to pleafe and be pleafed, My 
choice was foon determined ; the firft time I 
faw the incomparable Ifiphena, the regent’s 
daughter, though fhe was then but ten years 
old, ten thoutand budding beauties appeared 
in her, with fuch unutterable charms, that 
though I as good as defpaired of arriving at 
my withed for happinefs, I was refolved to 
fix there, or no where. 

I obferved, when I was firft introduced 
into her company by the regent her father, 
that fhe had her eye fixed on me, asa ftra anger 
as I f{uppofed, but yet with more than a oir 
lith curiofity. I was informed afterw beds. 
that fhe told her play-fellows, that ‘that 
ftranger fhould be her hufband; ‘or no one 
The wife Pophar her father had obferved i 
-and whether it was from’ his knowledge of 
the féx, “and their unaccountable! fondnefs 
for ftrangers, or whether he difapproved’ of 
the thought, I'can’t tell, but~he was re- 
folved to try both our conftancies to the ut- 
moit. I was obliged by the’ Pophar to 
teach her and fome other young: ladies, as 

Q 5 well 
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well as fome young men, to paint;,but it 
was always in the father or mother’s compas 
ny. Not to detain your, Reverences with 
matters quite foreign to, and perhaps unWwor- 
thy your cognizance, it was five years before 
1 durft Jet her-fee the leaft olimmiering of 
my affection. She was now fifteen, which 
was the height of her bloom. Her. father 
feeing fhe carried no mark of any engage- 
ment, afked her in a familiar way, if her 
eyes had made no conquefts: fhe bluthed and 
faid, the hoped not. He told me alfo.as 
a friend, that I was older than their cuftoms 
cared to allow young men to live fingle, 
and with a fimile afked me, if the charms of 
the Bafla’s daughter of Grand Cairo had ex- 
tinguifhed in meall thoughts of love. Ltold 
him there were objects enough in Mezo- 
rania, to make one forget any thing one 
had {een before, but that being a ftranger I 
was willing to be thoroughly acquainted 
with the genius of the people, left I fhould 
make any one unhappy. I was juft come 
back from one of our vifitations, when I 
was ftruck with the moft lively fenfe of 
grief I ever felt in my life. I had always 
obferved before, that I[/pbena never wore 
any fign of engagement, but then I found 
the carried a bud in her bofom. I fell ill 
{Immediately upon it; which fhe perceiving, 
came to fee me without any bud, as fhe ufed 
to go before, keeping her eyes upon meto fee 
what 
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what effect-it would have. Seeing her con- 
tinue without any marks of engagement, I 
recovered, and made bold to tell her one day, 
that I could not but pity the miferable per- 
fon, whoever he was, who had loft the 
place in her bofom, he had before ; the faid 
unconcernedly, that both the wearing and 
taking away the flower from her bofom, was 
done out of kindnefs to the perfon. I was 
then fo taken up with contrary thoughts, 
that I did not perceive fhe meant to try whe- 
ther fhe was the object of my thoughts or 
not. However, finding the carried no more 
marks of engagement, I was refolved to try 
my fortune for life or death ; when an op- 
portunity offered beyond my with. Her 
mother brought her to perfe€t a piece of 
painting fhe was drawing : J obferved a me- 
lancholy and trouble in her countenance I 
had never feen before; that’ moment the 
mother was fent for to the regent, and I 
made ufe of it to afk her, what it was that 
affected her in fo fenfible'a manner? I pro- 
nounced thefe words with fuch emotion and 
concernon my own part, that fhe mighteafily 
fee I was in fome very great agony. She 
exprefs’d a great deal of confufion at the 
queftion, infomuch, that, without an{wering 
a word, fhe‘got'up and went out of the 
room, leaving me leaning againft the wall 
almoft without life or motion. “Other com- 
pany coming in, I was roufed out of my 
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lethargy, and flunk away to: ny own apart- 
ment, but agitated with fuch numberlefs 
fears, as left me almoft deftitute of reafon. 
However, I was refolved to make a moft 
juft difcovery, and to be fully determined in 
my happinefs or mifery. There was a grated 
window on the back fide a the palace, 
where I had feen Ifphena walk fometimes, 
but never dared to sib ; I went thi- 
ther in the evening, and feeing her by. her 
felf, I. ventured to it, and fa lling on my 
knees, afked her for Fiori en’s fake what was 
the matter, or if I. had = her? She 
immediately bur{t into tears, and juft faid, 
«¢ Afk no mores’, and withdrew ; though I 
can’t fay with any figns of indignation. 
Some time after, I was fent- for to “infiruct 
her in the finithing of her piece, I mutt 
tell your Mevccericgs, that I had privately 
drawn that picture hal her which you faw, 
and put the Titele boy in afterwards, In a 
hurry I had left it cohiid me in my clofet, 
and the Pophar finding it by accident, had 
takén it away without my knowledge; and 
fhewn it tothe mother ; and makingas if he 
did not mind I/;phena, who {tood ‘by, and 
faw it (as fhe thought, undifcerned) feemed to 
talk in a threatening tone to the mother.a- 
bout it. When I came in, I had juft cou- 
rage enough to caft one glance at Lyphena, 
when; methought, I faw her eyes meet mine, 
and ices a mixture of-corh fort and trouble at 


the 
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the fame time. As this fubje@ can’t be very 
proper for your Reverences ears, I {hall com- 
prife in half an hour what coft me whole 
years of fighs and follicitude, though hap- 
pily crowned at laft with unfpeakable joys. 
This. trouble in I[/phexa was, that having 
made herfelf miftrefs of the Pencil, the had 
privately drawn my pi@ure in miniature, 
which fhe kept fecretly in her bofom, and it 
having been difcovered by the mother, as 
that which I had drawn was Dy, the“ ie 
ther, to try her conftancy he had expre{- 
fed the utmoft indignation at it: but Lf phe- 
na’s greateft trouble was, left I fhould know, 
and take it for a difcovery of her love, be- 
fore I had made any overtures of mine, In 
procefs of time we came to an eclairciffe- 
ment; fhe received my two firft flowers ; 
but becaufe I was half a ftranger to their 
face, we were to give fome mote fignal 
proof of our love and conftancy than ordi- 
nary: We had frequently common occafi- 
ons offered us, fuch as might be looked upon 
as the greateft trials: She was the paragon 
not only of the kingdom, but poffibly of 
the univerfe, for all perfe@tions that could 
be found in the fex. Her fkature was about 
the middle fize, the juft proportion of her 
fhape-made her really taller than fhe feemed 
to be; her hair was black * indeed, but ofa 


* The Author being an ltalign, did not think black hair 
fo beautiful. 
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much finer glofs than the reft of the fex, ‘nor 
nite fo much curled, hanging down in eafy 
trefles over her fhoulders, and fhading fome 
part ofher beautifulcheeks. Hereyes, though 
not fuilarge as our Europeans, darted fuch 
lufite, with a mixture of fweetnefs and vi- 
vacity, that ‘twas impoffible not to be charm- 
ed'with their rays; her -features were not 
only the moft exact, but inimitable and pe- 
culiat to her elf. In fine, her nofe, mouth, 
teeth, turn of the face, all concurring toge- 
ther to form the moft exquilite fymmetry, 
and adorned with a bloom beyond all the 
blufhes of the new-born durora, rendered 
her the moft charming, and the moft dan- 
gerous object in nature. The nobleft and 
gayeft youths of all the land paid their ho- 
mages to her adorable perfections, but all in 
vain: fhe avoided doing hurt where fhe 
could do no good; fhe did not fo much 
fcorn, as fhut her eyes to all their offers, 
though fuch a treafure gave me ten thou- 
fand anxieties before 1 knew what fhare I 
had in it; but when once fhe received my 
addrefles, the fecurity her conftant virtue 
gave me was proportionable to the immenfe 
value of her perfon, For my part, I had 
fome trials on my fide, I was furrounded 
with béauties, who found a great many ways 
to thew me, they had no diflike to me, 
Whether being a ftranger, of different fea- 
tures and make from their youth, gave them 
a more 
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a more. pleafing curiofity, or the tallnefs of 
my ftature, fomething exceeding any of 
theirs, or the gayety of my,temper, which 
gave me a freer air than is ufual wih them, 
being, as.1 obferved, naturally too grave 
(be that as it will) J/pbena’s bright fenfe 
eafily. faw I,made fome. facrifices to her. 
But we.had greater trials than thefe to un- 
dergo, which I fhall briefly relate to your 
Reverences, for the particularity of them, 
When I thought I was almoft arrived at the. 
height of my happinefs, being affured of 
the heart of the divine J/pphena, the Pophar 
came to me one day with the moft feeming 
concern in his countenance I ever remarked 
in him, even beyend that of the affair with 
the great, Bafla’s daughter: after a little 
paufe, he told me, he had abferved the love 
between his daughter and myfelf ; that, out. 
of kindnefs to my perfon, he had confulted 
their wife men about it, who all concluded, 
that, on. account of my being a ftranger, 
and not of their race by the father’s fide, I 
could never marry his daughter; fo that I 
mutt either folemnly renounce all pretenfi- 
ons to her; or be {hut up. for ever. without 
any commerce with his people, till death. 
But, fays he, to fhew that we do. juitice to 
your merit, you are to have a. publick 
{tatue erected in your honour, becaufe you 
have taught us the art of painting ; which 
is to be crowned with a garland of flowers 
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by the moft beautiful young woman in the 
kingdom ; thus you will live to glory, 
though you are dead to the world. . But if 
you will renounce all pretenfions to my 
daughter, we will furnifh you with riches, 
fafficient, with the handfomenefs of your 
perfon, to gain the greateft princefs in the 
world, provided you will give a folemn oath 
never to difcover the way to this place. 1 
fell down on my knees before him, and 
cried out, “ Here take me, fhut me up, 
«© kill me, cut me in a thoufand pieces, J 
ce will never renounce I/yphena.’—He faid 
no more, but that their laws muft be obeyed. 
I obferved tears in his eyes, as he went out, 
which made me fee he was in earneft, 1 
had featce time to refleéton my miferable 
ftate, of rather was incapable of any re- 
fle@ion at-all, when four perfons came in 
with a difmal heavinefs in their looks, and 
bade me come along with them ; they were 
to conduct me to the place of my confine- 
ment. In the mean time, the Pophar goes 
to hisdaughter, and tells her the fame thing, 
only adding, that I was to be fent back to 
my own country, loaded with {uch immenfe 
riches as might procure me the love of any 
woman-in the world: - for, fays he, thofe 
Barbarians, (meaning the» Europeans), will 
marry their daughters to any one who-has 
but riches enough to buy them); the men 
_ will do the fame with refpect to the women ; 

| let 
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let the woman be whofe daughter the will: 
if fhe had bat money enough to purchafe a 
kingdom, a king would marry her. — Be- 
fore he had pronounced all. this, Lfyphena 
had not ftrength to hear it out, but fell 
down in a {woon at his feet: when the was 
come to herfelf, he endeavoured to comfort 
her, and added, that fhe was to have young 
the Popbar’s fon, a youth abouther age ; for 
though he was not old enough to govern, 
he was old enough to have children, He 
went on and told her, I was to have a 
ftatue erected in honour of me, to becrown- 
ed by the faireft woman in all Mezorania;. 
which, fays he, is judged to be yourtfelf, 
and, if you refute it, Amnophilla is to be the 
perfon. This was the moft beautiful woman 
next I/yphena, and by fome thought equal 
to her, whofe figns of approbation and liking. 
to my perfon I had taken no notice of, for 
the fake of I/yphena. She anfwered with a 
tefolution that was {urprizing, even to her 
father, That fhe would dye before the would. 
be wanting to her duty, but that their laws 

allowed her to chufe whom the pleafed for 

her hutband, without being undutiful ; that 

as for the crowning of the ftatue,. fhe ac- 

cepted of it not for the reafon he gave, but 

to pay her laft refpects tomy memary, who, 

fhe was fure, would never marry any one 

elfe. As for the young Pophar,: the would | 
give ber anfwer when thiswceremony was 

over, 
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over, When all things were ready for 
it, there was publick proclamation made 
in all parts of the Nome, that where- 
as I had brought into the kindom, and freely 
communicated to them the noble art of 
painting, I was to have a publick ftatue 
erected in my honour, to be crowned with 
a crown of flowers by the hand of the faireft 
woman in all Mezorania, Accordingly, 4 
ftatue of full proportion, of the fineft po-~ 
lithed marble, was ereéted in one of their 
fpacious fquares, with my name engraven 
on the pedeftal in golden charaCters, fetting 
forth the fervice 1 had done the common- 
wealth, @c. ‘The ftatué had the picture of 
Tfyphena in one hand, and the emblems of 
the art in the other. The Jaft kindnefs I 
was to receive, was to be permitted to fee 
the ceremony with a perfpective glafs, from 


the top of a high tower belonging to the 
place of my confinement, from whence f 
could difcern every minute circumftance 
that pafled. Immediately the crowd opened 
to make way for I/yphena, who came inthe 
regent’s triumphant chariot, drawn by eight 
white horfes, all caparifoned with gold and 
recious ftones, herfelf “more refplendent 
than the fun they adored. There was a 
{caffold with a throne upon it juft clofe to 
the/ftatue, with gilt fteps for her to go up 
to put the crown on the head of it; as foon 
as fhe appeared, a fhout of joy ran through 
2 the 
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the whole crowd applauding the choice of 
her beauty, and the work the was going to 
perform ; then proclamation was made again 
for the fame intent, fetting forth the rea- 
fons of the ceremony, When all was filent, 
fhe fteps from the throne to the degrees with 
the crown in her hand, holding it up to be 
feen by all, fapported by Amnophilla and Me- 
nifa, two of the moft beautiful virgins after 
herfelf. ‘There appeared a ferenity in the 
looks of L/yphena beyond what could be ex: 
pected, exprefling a fixt refolution at the 
fame time: As foon as fhe had put the 
crown on the head of the ftatue, which was 
applauded with repeated fhouts and accla- 
mations, fhe ftood fill for fome time, with. 
an air that thewed the was determined for 
fome great action; then turning to the officers, 
ordered them to make proclamation, that 
every one fhould remark what the was go- 
ing to do. A profound filence enfuing 
through the whole afiembly, the went up 
the fleps again, and taking out the mot. 
con{picuous flower in the whole crown,’ 
firft put it in the right hand of the flatue, and 
then clapt it into:her bofom, with the other 
two fhe had received from me before, asa 
fign of her: confent. for Marriage, which 
could, not: be violated. ‘This occafioned®* a. 
fhout ten times londer than any before, ap. 
plauding fuch, am, heroick a@ of conftancy, 
as had never.been {een in Mezorania.’. The 
i regent: 
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regent fan up to her, and embracing her 
with tears of joy trickling down his cheeks, 
faid, fhe fhould have her choice, fince fhe 
had fulfilled the law, and fupplied all defects 
by that extraordinary a& of fidelity ; and 
immediately gave orders to have that heroick 
action regiftered in the publick records, for 
an example and encouragement of conftancy 
to pofterity. But the people cried out, 
Where is the man! where is the man! let 
their conftancy be rewarded immediately. .. 
Here the reader, as well as the publifher, 
will lament the irreparable. lofs of the 
freets, which were miflaid at bis com- 

ing over 5 he does not pretend to charge 
his memory with what they contained ; 
juft having had time to run them over 
in the Italian, when Signor Rhedi got 
them copied out for him, As farias 
the publifher remembers, the loft fheets 
contained feveral difcourfes between the 
Pophar and Gaudentio, concerning, re- 
ligion, philofoply, politicks, and the 
like; with the account of the lofs of bis 
wife and children, and Jome other acct- 
dents that befel him during bis ftay in 
the country, which, as we foall fees 
induced bim to leave the place, with 
feveral curious remarks of Signor Rhe- 
di; all which would doubtlefs bave 
given a great deal of fatisfaction to the 
reader. But no one can be fo much con- 


cerned 
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cern’ d for the lofs as the publifber, fince 
they can’t now be repair’d, by reafon of 
the death of the fame Signor Rhedi, ne- 
ver to be fufficiently regretted by the 
learned World.) 
. Thefe difcourfes + made very great im- 
preflions on the mind of a perfon of fo 
much penetration as the regent was, info- 
much that he feemed refolved, when his 
regency was out, which wanted now but 
a year, to go along with me into Europe, 
during the ftay he was to make at Grand 
Cairo, that he might have an opportunity 
of examining matters at the fountain head ; 
wifely judging a confideration of {uch con- 
fequence, as that of religion, to be no indif- 
ferent thing. For. my own part, notwith- 
ftanding the beauty and riches of the coun= 
try, I could find no fatisfaG@ion in a place 
where I had loft all that was dear to me, 
though I had the comfort to have my dear 
dfyphena, and her three children, all bapti- 
zed by my own hand before they died: nei- 
ther could length of time allay my grief ; 
but, on the contrary, every thing I faw re- 
viv'd the memory of my irreparable lof, 
I confidered the inftability of the fleeting 
joys of this world, where IJ thought I had 
built my happinefs, for a man of my for- 
tune, on the moft folid foundation, But 


} Probably about the Chriftian religion, which are loft, 
as aforefaid. 
R alas ! 
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alas! all was gone as if it had been but'a 
dream, and’ the adorable I/yphena was’ no 
more. ‘The good old Pophar was in avery 
little better condition, having loft his deareft 
daughter, and his little grand-children, par- 
ticularly theeldeft boy, who is in that picture 
with his mother, This refleGtion on'the vanity 
of human felicity, made him more difpofed 
to hear the truths of our divine religion, fo 
that he was refolved to go and fearch fur- 
ther into the reafons for it. ‘There was 
another yet more forcible reafon, induced 
me to folicite the Pophar for my return 
to my native country, which was the care 
of my future ftate. I had lived fo many 
years without the exercife of thofe duties 
our church obliges us to perform, and, 
though I had not been guilty of any great - 
crimes, I was not willing to die out of ‘her 
bofom : however, to do all the good 1 
could to a country where I had once en- 
joyed fo much happinefs, this being the laft 
year we were to ftay, T at length perfuaded 
the regent, that there might be fome danger 
of an invafion of his ‘country, from the op- 
ofite fide towards the fouthern tropic ; 
at leaft, I did not know, but there might 
be fome habitable climate not fo far over 
the fands, as towards Libya and’ Egypt. 
I had often fignified my thoughts to: him 
in that ‘refpect. I told him ‘that though 
his kingdom was fafe, and inacceflible to all 
but 
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but ourfelves on that fide, it was poffible, 
it, might. be onigher..the great ocean on 
the oppofite one, or that the fands might 
net be of fuch extent; or in fine, there 
might.be ridges of mountains, and from 
them rivers running into the ocean, by 
which,.in procefs of time, fome barbarous 
people might afcend, and difturb their long 
uninterrupted reft, without any fence to 
guard) againft fuch an emergency. This 
laft thought alarmed him ; fo. we were re- 
folved to make a new trial, without com- 
municating the defign to any but the chief 
council of five, where we were fure of in- 
violable fecrecy....What confirmed me in 
my notion was, that,,when we. were on the 
utmoft point.of our mountains fouthward, 
looking, over the deferts, I could perceive 
fomething like clouds, or fogs,. hanging al- 
ways towards one, part. I imagined them 

tobe fogs covering the tops of {ome great. 
mountains,,. which. mutt. have. habitable 
vales... Being refolved.to make. atrial, we 
provided.all things accordingly,. and fet out 
from «the... furtheft.. part, of the. kingdom 
fouthwards,. taking only, five perfons in our 
company, fteering. our courfe; direGly to- 
wards. that point.of the horizon, where I 
oblerved, the. thick air always. hanging to- 
wartds.one place. .We took provifions and 
water but for.ten days, leaving word that 
they fhould not trouble theméelyes about us, 
R 2 unlefs 
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unlefs we made a confidetable ftay, be- 
caufe in cafe we found mountains, Wwe 
fhould always find fprings and fruits to 
fabfift on, by making a further fearch into 
the country : otherwife, if we {aw no hopes 
at the five days end, we would return the 
other five, and take frefh meafures. The 
third day of our voyage, ‘we found the de- 
ferts nothing fo barren as we expected, the 
eround grew pretty hard, and the fourth 
day we difeovered fome tufts of mofs and 
fhrubs, by which we conjectured we fhould 
foon come to firm land ; the evening of 
that day we difcovered the tops of hills, 
but further off than we thought, fo that 
though we travell’d at a great rate all: that 
night and moft of the next day, we could 
only arrive at the foot of them the fifth 
day at night. After fome little fearch we 
came toa fine fpring, and, to our comfort, 
no figns of inhabitants ; if there had, we 
fhould have returned immediately to take 
further advice. ‘The next morning we got 
up to the top of the higheft hill to difcover 
the country ; but found it to be -only the 
point of a vaft mountainous country, Like 
the worft part of our Alps; though there 
were fome fertile vales and woods; but 
no footfteps of its'ever having been inhabi- 
ted, as we believed, fince the'creation. Find- 
ing we could make good provifiom for our re- 
turn, we were in no'great pain about time ; 
but wandered from place to place, viewing 

and 
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and obferving every way, . After proceed- 
ing along thofe craggy hills and precipices 
in this manner for five days, they: began to 
leffen towards our right, but feemed rather 
tojincreafe the other way: At length, in 
the moft difmal and horrid part of the hill- 
brow, one of our young men thought he 
fpied fomething like the figure of a man, 
fitting by a little fpring under a craggy rock 
juft below us; we fent three of our people 
round another way to keep him from run- 
ning into the wood, while the Pephar and 
myfelf {tole quietly over the rock where he 
was, Asfoon.as he faw us, he whips up a 
broken chink in the rock, and difappeared 
immediately :.we were fure he could not 
get from us, fo we clofed and fearched, till 
we founda little cave in the windings of the 
rock; where was his retiring place, His 
bed: was made of mofs and leaves, with lit- 
tle heaps of dried fruits, of different. forts, 
for his fuftenance. When he faw us, he was 
furprized, and rushed at us like a lion, think- 
ing to-make his way through us, but being 
all five at the mouth of the cave, he ftood 
ready to defend himfelf .againft our at- 
tempts. Viewing him a little nigher, we 
faw he had fome remains of an old tattered 
coat, and part.of a pair of breeches, with 
‘a ragged fath;; or girdle, round. his waitt, 
byowhich, to.our great furprize, we found 
he was an) European,. The Pophar {poke 
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to him in Lingua Franca, and afked him 
who, or what he was; he fhook his head 
as if he did not underftand us, I fpoke to 
him in French, Italian; and Latin, but he 
was 2 ftranger to thofe languages ; at length 
he cried out Inglis, Inglis. 1 had Yearnt 
fomething of that language, when | was a 
Gudent at Paris: for knowing my father 
had a mind I fhould learn as many langua- 
ges as] could, I had made ah acquaintance 
with feveral Engli/h and Scotch ftudents in 
that univerfity, particularly with one F, 
“fobnfon, an Englifh Benedictine; and could 
{peak it pretty well for a foreigner, but had 
almoft forgot it for want of ufe. I bid him 
take courage, and fear nothing, for we 
would do him no harm. As {oon as ever 
he heard me peak Engli/h, he fell down on 
his knees, and begged us to take pity on 
him, and carry him to fome habitable 
country, where he “might poffibly get an 
opportunity of returning home again, or, at 
leaft, of living like a human creature. Up- 
on this he came out to us, but looked more 
like a wild beaft, that a man; his hair, 
beard, and nails were grown to a great 
length, and his mien was as haggard, as if 
he had been a great while in that wild place ; 
though he was a ftout well built man, and 
fhewed fomething above the common rank. 
We went down to the fountain together, 
where he made us to underftand, that ‘his 
. : father 
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ather was an Eaff-India merchant, and 
his mother a Dutch woman of Batavia ; 
that he had great part of his education in 
London, but being very extravagant, his fa- 
ther, whofe natural fon he was, had turned 
him off, and, fent him to Batavia, to his 
mother’s friends ; that by his courage and 
induitry, he was in a way of making his 
fortune, being advanced to be a lieutenant 
in the Dutch Guards at Batavia ; but was 
unhappily caft away on the coaft of Africa, 
where they had been on a particular ad- 
venture: That he and his companions, 
four in number, wandering up in the coun- 
try to feek provifions, were taken by fome 
ftrange. Barbarians, who carried them a 
vaft unknown way into the continent, de- 
figning to eat them, or facrifice them to 
their inhuman Gods, as they had done by 
bis companions. But being hale and fat 
at the time of his taking, they referved him 
for {ome particular feaft: That, as they 
were carrying him through the woods, 
another party of Barbarians, enemies to the 
former, met them, and fell a fighting for 
their booty : which he perceiving, know- 
ing he. was to be eaten if he ftaid, flunk 
away in the {cuffle into the thickeft woods, 
hiding himfelf by day, and marching all 
night he did not know where, but, as he 
conjectured, {till higher into the country. 
‘Thus he wandered from hill to hill, and 
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wood to wood; till, he:came to’ a defertof 
fands, which he -was refolved toxtry to pals 
over, not daring to return:back,. for fear of 
falling into the hands of thofe mercilefs de- 
vourers, “He pafied two days:and two nights 
without: water, living on the fruits he car- 
ried» with him, .as many as he could, till 
he cameto this mountainous part of. the 
country, which he found uninhabited ; 
taking up his abode in that rock, where 
he never. had. any hopes of fecing a human 
creaturevagain: neither did he know him- 
felf where he was, or which way to go 
back. In fine, he told us he had lived in 
that miferable» place, now upwards of five 
years... After» we had comforted him)"as 
wellas»we could, lafked him, which way 
the main fea lay, as near as he could guefs, 
atid how far he thought it was tout? He 
pointed with his hand towards the fouth, 
a little turning towards the eaft, and faid, 
he believed it might be:thirty or forty days 
journey, but advifed: us. never to» go that 
way; for) we fhould certainly be: devoured 
by the Barbarians... Lb afkeds him whether 
-the country was habitable from that place 
downto the fea; he told me yes,-except 
that, defert.we had paffed ; but: whetherat 
-was broader, in other placeshe could. not 
tell. | oR DIB } tobae 
All the time!he was fpeaking, the Pophar 
eyed him fronmtop to: toe} .and-calling me 
Tite alide, 
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afide, What monfter, fays he, have we got 
here? There is) a whole legion of wild 
beafts inthat man. I-fee the lion, the goat, 
the wolf;-and the fox, in that one perfon. 
{could not forbear {miling at the Pophar’s 
{kill in phyfiognomy, and told him, we 
fhould take: care he fhould do no harm. 
Then I turned to the man, and afked him, 
whether he would conform himfelf to the laws 
and rites of the country, if we carried him 
among men again, where he fhould want 
for nothing. He embraced my knees, and 
faid, he would conform to any laws or any 
religion, if I would but let him fee a habi- 
table country again. I ftared at the man, 
and began to think there was fome truth 
inthe Popbar’s fcience, However I told 
him, if he would but behave like a rational 
creature, he fhould go along with us: But 
he mutft fuffer himfelf to be blindfolded, till 
he came to the place. He ftartled a little, 
and {eemed to be prodigious fufpicious, left 
we-fhould deceive him.» But on my afluring 
him on the faith of a man, that he fhould 
come to no harm, he confented, 

After we had refrethed ourfelves, being 
both glad and:concerned for the information 
we had received of the nature of the coun- 
try, whichwas the intent of our journey, in 
order to guard againft all inconveniences, 
we covered his eyes very clofe, and carried 
him: back. with us, fometimes on foat, 

: fomes 
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fometimes.on one of the {pare dromedaries, 
till we arrived: fafe from where we {et.out. 
Then we let him fee where: he was, and 
what a glorious country he was come inte. 
We cloathed him like ourfelves, that is, in 
our travelling drefs, to fhew he was not an 
entire ftranger to our race, He feemed. loft 
in.admiration of what he faw, and embraced 
me with all the figns of gratitude imagina- 
ble. He readily conformed to all our cuftoms, 
and made no fcruple of affifting at all their 
idolatrous ceremonies, as if he had been. as 
good a heathen asthe beft of them. Which 
I feeing,, without declaring myfelf. to be 
a Chriftian,. told him I. had been in- 
formed, the people of the country, where 
he was educated, were Chriftians.; and 
wondered to fee him join in adoring the 
fun. : Pugh! fays:he, fome bigotted people 
make a {cruple, but: moft of our men of 
fenfe think one religion is as good’ as ano- 
ther, By this 1 perceived our favage was 
of a new fet of people, which I had heard 
of before I left Italy, called Poisticz *, who 
are a fort of atheittsin mafquerade. ‘The 
Pophar, out of his great {kill in phyfigno- 
my, would have no converfation with him, 
-and commanded me to have a trict, eye 


* Thefe Politic? were fore-runners of our modern free- 
thinkers, whofe principles tend to the deftruction of all .hu- 
“gan fociety, as‘ our author fhews ‘imgomparably “well: by 
‘and by. 
over 
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ever ‘him. However, the information he 
had given ‘us’ of the poffibility of invading 
the kingdom the way he came, anfwered 
the ‘intent of ‘our voyage, and my former 
conjectures ; about which there was a grand 
council held, and orders given to fecure the 
foot of our outermoft mountain fouthwards, 
which ran a great way into the defert ;. fo 
that it was fufficient to guard againtt any 
of thofe barbarous invaders of the continent, 
But to return to our European favage 3 for 
he may be juftly called fo, being: more dane 
gerous 1n a'common-wealth, than the very 
édyck/oes themfelves ; though he wasa perfon 
who had hada tolerably civilized education; 
bating the want of all fenfeof religion, which 
was owing to his» perpetual converfation 
with libertines. © He had a fmattering of 
moft kinds ‘of ‘polite learning, but without 
a bottom in any refpect. After he had been 
with us fome time, his principles began to 
fhew themf{elves in his practice. Firft, he 
began to be rude with our women; married 
or fingle, it was all alike to him, and by an 
unaccountable fpirit’ of novelty or ‘contras 
diction, our women feemed to’ be inclined 
to be very fond of him fo that we were at 
our wits ends about»him: ‘Then he began 
to find fault with our government, defpifing 
and condemning ail our ‘ceremonies and re- 
gulations: But, his great aim was, to per- 
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vert our youth, enticing them into all man- 
ner! of liberties, and endeavouring to make 
them believe, that there was no fuch thing 
as moral evil in nature ; that there was ‘no 
harm! in the greateft’ crimes! if they could 
but evade the laws and punifhments attend- 
in¢'them. As I had endeavoured to create 
a confidence in' him, he came to me one 
day, and faid, that fince I was an Euro- 
pean as well as himfelf, we might make 
ourfelves: men for ever, if I) would join 
with him: You fee, fays he, thefe men 
éannot fight’: nay, will rather be killed 
themfelves, than kill any one elfe; can’t you 
fhew me the way out of this country, where 
we will get'a troop of ftout fellows well 
atmed, and come and plunder all the coun- 
try? we fhall get immenfe riches, “and 
make ourfelves lords and mafters of all) “I 
heard him’ with a ‘great deal of attention, 
and anfwered him; that I thought the pro- 
je@Q might eafily take, only for the’ horrid 
wickednefs of the fact’; efpecially for ‘us 
two, who had: réceived fuch favours from 
the Popbar and his people’: “he, in his be- 
ing delivered from the greateft mifery ; and 
myfelf, in having been freed from ‘flavery, 
and» made ‘one of the chief men of the 
kingdom :' that the action would deferve 
to bé branded with eternal infamy, ‘and’ the 
blackeft' ingratitude : befide the infinite’ ‘vil- 
jainics, injuftices, crimes, and deaths of in- 

nocent 
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nocent perfons,..who mutt perith, in the at- 
tempt ;, which, would always {tare us in the 
face,|. and torment .us. with never-ceafing, 
ftings..of .confcience till.our.death. .Con- 
{cience,!. fays he, .that’s:a jeft;.a.meer. en- 
gine.of prieftcraft,: all. right is. founded in 
power : let us once get. that, and who: will 
difpute our right? As for the injuftice of it, 
that’s a. mere notion ; diftinGion of crimes, 
mete bigotry, and the. effect. of education, 
ufhered. in under the cloak of religion, Let 
us be. but fuccefsful, and Pll anfwer for 
all your, fcruples. I told .him, it was.a 
matter not. to be refolved on on a fudden.; 
and that .1 would .confider.on’t. . But L bid 
him be fure to keep his matters. to himfelf, 
T.. went) immediately to. the .Pophar,.and 
gave an, account of what had pafled, . He 
was {truck with. horror.at the recital 3. not 
fo much for the confequences, as. that hu- 
man nature could be brought to fucha mon- 
ftrous deformity, If, fays,he, your Lyuropeans 
are men of fuch principles, who would.not 
fly. to. the furtheft corner. of the earth, to 
avoid their fociety ?. Or rather, who.can.be 
fure of, his life, among fuch people? .Who- 
ever thinks.it no greater crime.in itfelf, to kill 
me;) than to kill.a fy, will certainly do it, 
if lL. ftand. in. his way... If,.it. were, lawful, 
xontinued he, :by.our conftitutions, to kill 
jthis;man; she deferves.a_thoufand deaths, 
who makes it lawful to deftroy all the world 
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befides. I anfwered, that all the Europeans 
were not men of his’ principles, mor even 
thofe' of his nation, who were generally. the 
moft compaffionate, and beft-natured men 
in the world. But that he was of a new 
fet of wretched people, who called them- 
felves Deiffs, and interiorly laugh’d at all 
religion and morality, looking. upon them 
as mere engines of policy and prieftcraft. 
Interiorly, {ays he! yes, and would cut any 
man’s throat exteriorly and actually, if it 
- were not for fear of the gallows. Shut him 
up, cried he, from all commerce of men, 
left his breath fhould infe& the whole world ; 
or rather, let us fend him back to his cave, 
to live like a wild beaft; where if he is de- 
voured by the favages, they do him no in- 
jury, on his own principles, I reprefented 
to him, that we were juft on our journey 
back to Grand Cairo, where we might 
carry him blind-fold, that he fhould not 
know our way over the fands, and there 
give him his liberty ; but that we would 
{hut him up till then.» This being agreed 
on, ] took a-fufficient number of men, to 


feize him ; and to do it without any mif- 


chief, for he was as {tout as a lion, we con- 
trived to come upon him in his bed, where 
we caught him with one of our young wo- 
men. ‘Three of our men fell upon him at 
once, and kept him down, while the reft 
tied his hands and legs, and carried him in- 

to 
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toa ftrong-hold, whence it: was impoffible 
foryhim to.efcape. “The woman was {hut 
up apart, ‘according to our laws. “When 
he found /himfelf taken; he called me by 
the :moit cruel names he could think on, as 
the moft wicked and treacherous villain that 
ever was, thus to betray him, and the truft 
he'had put in me: Yes, fays I, \’tis a crime 
to difcover your fecrets, and no crime in you 
to fubvert the government, and fet all man 
kind a cutting one another’s throats, ‘b 
your monftrous principles: fo I left him for 
the ‘prefent. Some time after, I went to 
him, and told) him, our council had de- 
creed he {hould be carried back from whence 
he'came, and be delivered over to the {az 
vages, either to be devoured by them, orto 
defend himfelf by his principles, as well as 
he could. He'cried out, fare we would not 
be guilty of fuch horrid barbarity ! Barba- 
rity, faid 1! that’s 'a mere jet: they will 
do you noinjary; if your flefh is a rarity to 
them, when they have you in their power, 
they have full right to make ule of it. He 
bege’d by all that was dear, we would not 
fend him to'the favages; but rather ‘kill him 
on the {pots’ "Why, fays’I, you are’ worfe 
than the greatett cannibals ; becaufe they 
{pare their friends, and only eat their ene- 
mies; whereas your ‘principles {pare fo 
body, and acknowledge no’ tie in nature. 
At length he-ewned himfelf in a mittake, 
€ 2 and 
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and feemed to renounce his errors; when 
I told him, if he would, engage his, moft 
folemn promife, to fuffer, himfelf,.to: be 
blind-folded, and behave. peaceably, -we 
would carry him to a place where he might 
find an opportunity. to. return. to, his own 
country. But, fays I, what fignifies -pfo- 
mifes and engagements in aman who laughs 
at all obligations, and thinks it as juft.and 
lawful to break them, as to make them? 
No, he curfed himfelf. with the moft 
dreadful imprecations, if he were not tracta- 
ble in-all things we fhould command, him, 
But, fays he again, won’t you deliver me 
back to the favages? Ianfwered in the fame 
tone, Should we do you any wreng, if, we 
did? Atlength, to appeafe him, I promifed 
him faithfully we would put him,in away 
to return into his own country :. but bid him 
confider, if there were no fuch thing.as 
right and wrong, what would become,of 
the world, or what fecurity could there be 
in human life? 

In a few weeks, the time drew on for | 
our great journey, to Grand Cairo, where 
I was in hopes of fecing my native country 
once more. All things were now as good 
as ready ; the Popbar and myfelf had other 
defigns than ufual, and were in fome pain 
to think of leaving that once fo, happy 
country. Though, as I faid, . all things 
that could make me. happy, ..were, buried 

| with 
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with my ‘dear Lyphena, The Popher had 
fome ferious thoughts of turning Chriftian , 
the evidences of our religion were foon per- 
ceived by a perfon of his deep penetration ; 
though perfons of little learning, and great 
vices, pretend they don’t fee them, But, 
like a wife man, he was refolved to examine 
into it, in the places where it was exercifed 
in the greateft {plendor. We Provided a 00d 
quantity of jewels, and as much gold as 
we could well carry, for our preéfent ex- 
pences at Grand Cairo, and elfewhere, in 
future exigencies. I went to my Dez/? in 
his Grotto, and threw him in as much gold 
and jewels, as were fufticient to glut his 
avarice, and make him happy in his brutal 
way of thinking’ But I would not truft 
myfelf with him alone, for all. his promi- 
fes, as he on his fide exprefied ftill a dift.’ 
dence of trufting any body ; I fuppofe, from 
the confcionfniels of his own vile principles, 
Then 1 threw him a blinding-cap, which 
we had made for him, that he thould nat 
fee our way over the deferts. This cap was 
made like a head-piece, with breathing 
places for his mounth and nofe, as well asto 
take in nourifhment, opening at the back 
part, and clafping with a {pring behind, 
that being once locked, he could not Open 
it himfelf. He put it on his head; two or 
three times, before he durit venture to Clofe 
ity At length he clafped it, and he’ was as 

S blind 
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blind as a beetle, We went to him and 
tied his hands, which he let us do quietly 
enough ; but ftill begged us, that we would 
not betray him to the favages. Tbid him 
think once more, that now his own interior 
fenfe told him, that to betray him would be 
a crime; by eonfequence there was fuch a 
thing as evil. 
All things being in readinefs, we mount- 
ed our dromedaries. ‘Fhe Popbar and alt 
‘the reft kifled the ground as wfual; Edid the 
fame, out of refpeé to the place which con- 
‘tained the remains of my never too mucl: 
lamented Ifphena, the afhes of whofe 
heart are in the hollow of the ftone, where- 
on is her picture. | Not to mention the ¢e- 
“semonies of our taking leave, we were con- 
du@ed in a mournfel manner over the 
bridge, and lawnched once more into the 
ocean of fands and deferts, which were be- 
fore us. Our favage was on a. dromedary 
which would follow the reff, but led by a 
cord faftened to one of them, for fecurity. 
It fumbled with him twice or thrice, and 
threw him off once, but without any great 
‘hurt, But the fear of breaking his neck 
"put him into a great agony, and though he 
was as bold as a lion on other occafions, he 
was prodigioufly ftartled at the thoughts of 
eath. ‘We arrived at Grand Cairo at the 
ufual period of time, without any particu- 
lar difatter. As foon as we were ‘fettled, 
| the 


the Popbar, ordered me to fend the Dei 
packing as foon as we could, . This brutal 
face, fays, he, next to the Canibals, are 
the fittet company for him. I unlocked 
the blinding-helmet, and told him, we had 
now fulfilled our promife; that he was at 
Grand Cairo, where he might, find fome 
way or other to return into Europe ; and, 
to convince him, carried him.to fome Fu- 
ropean merchants, who affured him of the 
fame. Delivering tohim his gold and jewels, 
begged him to reflect on his obligations to 
us, and the grateful acknowledgments due 
to.our.memory on that account: we had 
taken him from.a miferable folitude, where 
he lived more like a wild beaft than a man; 
and where he was in danger of being found 
and devoured by the Cenibals: we had 
brought him into on€ of the happieft coun- 
trics.in the world, if he would but have 
conformed to its laws; and now had O1VEr 
him -his liberty to go. where he pleafed, with 


tiches fufficient to make him eafy, and be- 


nefits to. make him grateful all his. life, 
I then took my, leave of him. But to our 
fortow we had not.done with him. yet. As 
foon.as.the Pophar and the reft had per- 
formed the ceremony of vifiting the tombs 


,-of their anceftors, or rather, the places where 
. the tombs-had been, the good old man and 
_Ayfelf began to.think of meafures for our 
gourney into J7aly. He ordered his people 
mF 2 to 
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ito'ftay at Grand Cairo till the next annuat 
Caravan ;and in cafe he did notreturn bythat 
time, they were to:go home, \and he! would 

take the opportunity of the then next following 

Caravan; becaufe he was upon bufinefs that 

nearly concerned: him. We had agreed with 

a ‘matter of a fhip to carry us to Venice, 

which,,-as I had the honour to: acquaint 

your Reverenees before, was a French thip, 

commanded by Monfieur Gedart. We had 

fixt the,day to.go aboard, when, ‘behold ! 

our! favage, at the head of a band of Turks, 

eamesand feized everyone of! us, ‘in the 

jname of the great Bafa. By great good 
fortune;| while:1 flaid at: Grand Cairo, 1 

chad the grateful curiofity to. inform ‘my- 
. gelf what.was become of the former  Baf 
»fa’s daughter, we left there fiveand twenty 
syearsago.. ‘The peopleitold me, thedaugh- 
ter was mafried to the Grand fultan, “and 

owas now fultanefs,. mother to the prefent 
ofultan, and) regent of the empire; adding 
that het brother was their prefent great Ba/- 
ja. This luckycinformation faved: all our 
lives and liberties. » We were: carried prifo- 

ners before the great Bafa, the faithlefs fay 

vage accufing us of crimes again{t the flate ; 

that we were immenfely:rich,(a crimeof itfebf 

fuflicient to condemn us) and could make a 

difcovery of a country of ‘vaft advantage to 

the Grand fignior: “To be fhort,.wehadall 

been put to the torture, had not» I begged 

| | an ognbetive 
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leave to {peak a, word: or twovin private to 
ithe great: Baffaco There I told him who’ I 
was; that I was the perfon who had faved 
his fifter’s, the now empre({s, ‘life ;:and) to 
convince him; told him all the circumftan- 
es except that of her love, though he had 
heard fomething of that too’: I fhewed him 
the ring fhe had given me: for a remiem- 
vbrance (which he alfo remembered) add- 
ing,).that we were innocent men, who 
lived honeftly; according to our own laws, 
coming there to traffick, like other mer. 
chants, and ‘had been traduced by one ‘of 
the. greateft. villains upon earth, Iva word, 
this not-only got-us off, and procured us an 
ample paffport from the great Bajja for oar 
further, voyage; but he alfo ordered. the 
informing wretch 'to be feized, and {ent to 
the galleys) for life. He offered to turn 
Turk, if they:would {pare him, »But being 
-apprized, of his. ‘principles, they faid he 
would. be a difgrace to their religion; and 
ordered him» away immediately. Upon 
which, fecing, there was no mercy, being 
grown) mad with rage and defpair, before 
they could feize his hands, he drew outa 
piftol,, and thot himfelf through the head ; 
not:being able:to find a worfe hand than his 
own.) The ‘Pophar, good man! bore thefe 
misfortunes with wonderful patience, though 
i he affured, me: his greateft grief was; to fee 
human nature fo far corrupted, as it wasin 


thas 
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that impious wretch, who could think’ the” 
moft horrid crimes were not worth: the nos - 
tice of the fupreme governor of the uni- 


verfe. But wefee, fays he, that providence 


can make the wicked themfelves the jnftru- 


ments of its juft, vengeance: For can any 
thing be fo great a blot upon human nature, 
as to. be its own deftroyer, when the very 
brutes will-ftruggle for life till the laft gafp ? 
However, he was uneafy till he had. left 
that hateful place. Befides, there were 
fome. figns of the plague breaking out; fo 


we. went down. to Alexandria as falt as we 
could. And to encourage Monfieur Go- 
dart,» he. made him a. prefent before- 
hand of a diamond of a confiderable value. 


We fet. fail for Candy, where Monfieur 


Godart was to touch, the 16¢) day of Au- 


gyf, Anno 1712, But alas! whether thete 
troubles, or not being ufed to the fea, or 
fome infection of the plague, he had caught 
at Grand Gairo, or all together, 1s uncer-~ 
tain; but that great good man fell fo dange- 
roufly ill, that we thought we fhould fcarce 
get him to Candy. He, aflured me by. the 
knowledge he had of himfelf and nature, 
that his time was.come. We put in at the 
firft creek, where the land ara little re- 
frethed him; but it was a fallacious crifis, 
for in a few days, all of us perceived 
his end draw near, ‘Then he told me 
he was refolved to be baptized, and die 

i 
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in. the Chriflian faith, I got him ‘in- 
itructed by, a reverend prieft “belonging ‘to: 
Monfieur Godart ; his name was Monfieur 
Le Grelle, whom T shad formerly known” 
when he was a ftudent in the collége for fo2’ 
reign miflions; and, what was the only 
comfort I had now left, I faw him baptiz-" 
ed, and yield up the ghoft with a courave’ 
becoming the greateft hero, and the beft of 
men, ‘This was the greateft affiGion I ever® 
had in my whole life, after the death of 
his daughter. He left me all his effects, 
which were fufficient to make me ha py" 
in, this life, if. riches could procute happi- 
nefs. | : tr cere? 

We had fome days to ftay, before Mor 
fieur, Godart could make an end of his bu 
finefs.. I was walking in a melancholy po-= 
fture along the {ea-fhore, and reflecting oft 
the adventures of my patft life, occafioned 
by thofe very waters whereon I was looking, 
when I came, or rather my feet carried me, 
to a hanging rock, on the fide of the ifland, 
juft on the edge of the fea, and where there 
was fcarce room enough for two or three 
perfons to ftand privately under covert, very 
difficult to be difcerned ; where going to fit 
down, andindulge my melancholy thoughts, 
J efpied a Turk and two women, as if con- 
cealed under the rock ;_ my own troubles 
not allowing me the curiofity to pry into 
gther people’s concerns, made me turn fhort 
aan cS & back 
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back again: but the elder, of the two woe 
men, who was mutrefs of .the.other,. fée- 
ing by my drefs, that I was. firanger and,an 
Chriftian (being now in, that habit) came 
running to me, and falling, on. her knees, 
laid hold of mine, and begged. me to take 
pity on a diftrefied woman, who, expected 
every moment to be butchered by one of the 
moi inhuman villains living, from. whofe 
violence they had fled and hid themf{elves ia 
‘that place, in expectation of finding a boat 
to conse them, off; I lifted, her.up, and: 
thought I faw fometbing in her face, J. 
had feen before, though. much altered, by: 
years and troubles. She did the fame. by. 
me, and at length cried out,. O: heavens !.dt) 
can’t be the man I hope LJ remembered. 
confufedly fomething of the voice,as well, 
as the face ; and after.asdeal, of allanitan, 
ment, found it was the Curdifo lady, who 
had faved my life from the picate Hamess. 
Oh! fays the, I have. juft:time,enough to 
tell ye, that we expect to be purfued by that 
inhuman wretch, unles you can. find a boat 
to carty us off before he finds us, other wife 
we muft falla facrifice:.to. his cruelty, I 
never ftaid to confider sconfequences, but 
anfweted precipitately, that L.would,doamy. - 
beft; fo ran back to the fhip.as faftJ-cauld;: 
and with the help of the firfijmanibronght: 
the’boat to the rock, ..1 «was putt getting out: 
to take hold of her bandyyw hen swe heagd 
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“fome men coming rufhing in behind ‘us, 
and one*of ‘them ‘cried, Hold, villain, that 
wicked ‘woman fhan’t efcape fo; and firesa 
piftol, which miffing'the lady, (hot the man» 
attending ‘her, into the belly; fo that he feH 
down prefently, though not quite dead. [ 
had provided myfelf with a Furkife {cymi-° 
tar, and a cafe of piftols, under my fafh, 
for my defence on fhip-board ;°I {aw there : 
was no time to deliberate, fo I fired direQly 
at them, for they were three, and had the 
good luck to drop one of them. But Hy- 
mets, as I found afterwards, minding no-. 
thing ‘but his revenge on the woman, fired 
again, and miffing the lady a fecond time, 
thot her maid through the arm, and was 
drawinghis {eymitar to cleave her down, 
when Fftept in before the lady, but thoot.. 
ing with too much precipitancy, the bullets 
pafied under his arm, and lodged in the 
body of. his fecond; he ftarted back at 
the fire fo near him, which gave me time to 
draw my {cymitar, © Being now upon equal 
terms, he retired two or three paces, and 
cried,“ Who art thou, that ventureft thy 
life fo boldly for this wicked woman? J 
knew his'voice perfeGtly well, neither was 
he fo much alter’d'zs the lady. Fam the mana, 
faid T;> whofe life thon wouldft have. taken, 
but this lady faved it, whofe cau F hall 
now fevenge as well as my own, and my 
degr brother’s.’ We made no more words, 
Bo but 
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but 'fell.to. it, with our fcymitars,, with all 
out might ; he was a brave ftout.man, and. 
let. me:fee I thould-have work. enough te) 
hew him down. After, feveral attacks, he 
gave:me a confiderable wound on. my arm, 
and I cut him‘ a-crofs. the cheek, a, pretty 
large, gath;. but. not to endanger his life); 
at length the: juftice of my) caufe would 
have it, that ftriking off his turban at one. 
ftroke,.-and. with another falling on his bare 
head, »J..cut him quite into the brains, that 
fome.of. them fpurted on my fcymitar. Fic. 
fell downj.as I thought, quite, dead,» but 
after fome time he gave'a groan, and mut- 
tered thefe words,, Mahomet, thousart juft, 
1 killed. this: woman’s husband, and thehas. 
been the occafion of my death; with thefe. 
words he.gave up: the ghoft. By this time. 
the lady’s attendant wag dead, fo. J took the. 
lady, and. her woman) without ftaying, for} 
feariof further difficulties, and,putting them, 
jn--the. boat; conduéted.them to the .fhip, 
Monfieur. Gadart was extremely troubled at 
the accident, faying we (hould have.all the 
ifland.upon:us,, and made great difficulty ta 
receive the lady ; but,upon a juft reprefen- 
tation of. the cafe, and,an abundant recom- 
pence for his effects left behind, we, got him 
to. take,her-in,..and. hoift fail, for Yentce,.as, 
fatt»as, we could: The lady.had; now time 
to-thank.me for her delivery, :and.t.to con» 
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to gratulate my happy fortune in being able 
make «a ‘return for her faving my “lifes 
During our paflage, I begged her to givetus 
the hiftory of ‘her fortunes fince I left her; 
which T'prognofticated then could ‘not be® 
very happy, confidering the hands fhe was 
fallen into. Says fhe, You remember’ I 
made'a promife to Hamets, that I would 
marry him on condition he would fave your 
life; Yes, Madam, faid I, and’am ‘ready to 
venture my own once more in retprn for fo. 
great a benefit. You have done enough,’ 
fays fhe, and with that acquainted ‘us, that 
when P'was fold off to the ftrange mer- 
chants, Hamets carried her to Algiers, and 
claimed her promife: I was entirely igno-. 
rant, fays fhe, of his having a hand in the 
death of my dear lord ; but on the contras 
ry, the villain had contrived his wickednefs 
fo cunningly, that I thought he had gene- 
ronfly ventured his own life to fave his, 
and being, as you know, a very handfoine 
man, of no very inferior rank, and expref& 
fing the moft ardent love for my perfon, 
and I having no hopes of returning into my 
own country, fulfilled my promife made 
on your account, and married <him. We 
lived contentedly enough together for fome 
years, bating that we had no. children, till 
his conftant companion, who'was the man 
attending meat the rock, and was killed by 
that villain, fell out abouta fair fave which 

7 Onar, 
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‘Omar, {o he was called, had bought,...or 
éaken prifoner in fome of ‘their: piracies. 
‘Hamets, as well as he, fell in love with, her, 
and would have taken her for. his concubine, 
but the other concealed her from him.: they 
had like to have fought about it; Hamets 
vowed revenge. ‘The other, who, was the 
honefter man POF the two, was advifed to be 
upon his guard, and to deliver the woman 
to him; which he never would confent to, 
‘but_was refolved to run all rifques, rather 
than the young lady fhould fuffer any dit 
honour. In the mean time, her friends, 
avho’ were rich'‘people of Circaff a, hear- 
ing where fhe was, made intereft.to have 
rine ranfomed, ahd taken from both: of 
them, “by the authority of the Dey of A/- 
giers, who was otherwife no_ friend. to 
Hathet' This laft had been. informed, 
that°Omar, becaufe he could not. enjoy her 
ith felf, éshtrived to have her : ranfomed 
from his rival, and I myfelf had a hand 
in the affair, for which he threatened re- 
wenge on both of us’; and being alfo dif- 
oufted with the Dey, he gave orders to have 
his fhips ready to remove and. follow. his 
tae of piracy. Then Omar informed me 
how Hamets had murdered my_ firft, huf 
band, by hiring the Arabians _todo.it, 
while he € pretended to defend. him to, ayoid 
my fufpictons, with fuch circumftances, of 
the rt that I faw the truth. was too clear, 
Ca 
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The horror and. deteftation I was in, 38 
hot to be exprefled, both againft Ha mets, 
and: againft myfelf, for marrying fuch a 
monfter.  Omar.added, that he. was cere 
tainly informed, that as foon as he had us 
out at fea he would make away with us 
both; and told me,°if I would trug my- 
felf with him, he would undertake to carry 
me off in aboat, and condu@ me into myowia 
country. I was refolved to fly, to the fare 
theftend of ‘the earth to avoid his loathed 
fight’; fo refolved to pack up our moft pres 
cious things, and go along with him. He 
procured a boat to meet us, at a little creek 
of ‘the ifland, by a perfon he thought he 
eould confide im; but who betrayed the 
whole ‘affair ‘to “Hamers. Of which alio 
we had-timely notice, and removing front 
theftation- where we expeéted the boat, 
and fled along the coaft as privately as. we 
could, and hid ourfelves under the rock where 
you found us, expecting either to find fome 
favourable occafion to be catried off, or to 
die by the hand of Hamets, which we cer- 
tainly had done, had not he met with hisjuft 
death by yours. ‘The lady had fearce given 
us this fhort account of her misfortunes; 
and ‘we were not only congratulating her fog 
her'deliverance,” but admiring the juftice of 
providence, which reached this villain, both 
to-bring him to condign punithment for the 
murder of the innocent Curd, and. make 
him-die by my hand, five and twenty years 
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after he had robbed and killed my brothet 
with all his crew, fold me for'a flave, and 
attempted to kill me alfo, had not the {trange 
lady faved my life: I fay, we were making 
{uch like reflections.on this firange accident, 
when they told, us from. above, two vel- 
fels feemed to come full {ail upon us, as, if 
they were purfuing us with all their might. 
We made all the fail we could, but our fhip 
being. pretty heavily loaded, we faw \we 
tnuft be overtaken. Some of us were re+ 
folved to fight it out to the laft, in cafe they 
were enemies... But Monfieur Godart would 
not confent.to it, faying the Bajfa’s pafiport 
would fecure us, or by . yielding: peaceably, 
we might be ranfomed. ‘They came upito 
us ina fhort.time, and. faluted us with /a 
volley of fhot, to fhew what,.we were, to 
truft to. We ftruck our fails,, and let them 
board us without any refiftance... Monfieur 
Godart, with too mean/a dpirit, as I 
thought, told them with cap in hand, that 
he would give them any fatisfaction, and af- 
fured them he would not.willingly fall out 
with the fubjedts of the Grand fignor. They 
feized every man of us, and {pying the lady 
and me, There they are, faid they.5 the 
adulterefs and her loyer, with the fpoils of 
her murdered hufband,. Which. words, 
fhewing they were Turks in’ purfuit of us 
from Candy, quite confounded, Monfieur 
Godart at once, and made me, imagine, I 
fhould 
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fould have much ado to” find ‘any quarter, 
They hauled'ws upon deck, making fhew, 
as‘if they were going to'cut off my head, 
I‘never thought myfelf fo nich death be- 
fore; but had the prefence’ of mind to: éry 
out inthe hearing’ of the whole erew, that 
we were fervants of the grand Szltané/s ; 
and produced the paffport of the great Bafa 
her brother, charging them on’ their’ peril 
not to'touch us. This ftopt their fury a ‘lit- 
tle ; fome cried out, Hold, havea’ care 
what you do; others cried, Kill them all 
for robbers and murderers, the Sultanefs wilt 
never protect fuch villains as thefe, When 
the “hurlyburly “was fomething appeafed, 
MonfieurGodart reafoned the cafe ‘with 
them; and told them, if they murdered u§, 
they could’ never conceal it; fince’ all the 
ctew of the three fhips heard our appeal-to 
¢he Sultanefs’s mother, the paffport fetting 
forth among other ‘things, that I had faved 
the life ‘of the grand’ Sultanefs. This brought 
them toa demur,’ The chief of them’ be- 
gan to confult‘among themifelves ‘what was 
beft ‘to be done? When ¥) beosing®leave té 
fpeak, ‘told them, if they would catryus'to 
Conflantinople, we would willingly fabmit 
our lives, and ‘all that belonged to’us/' in 
éafe the Sultanefs did not'own’ the fa, and 
tak@us Git6) Ker ‘proteion: ‘that, in cafe 
they ‘put uste death, fome one or other in 
iuéh'a number, wold certainly inform’ au 
paUOLe gaingk 
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againft them, the confequences of which 
they knew. very well. I touched alfo but 
tenderly on the death of Hamets, and our 
innocence... The firft part.of my fpeech 

made. them pafs over the other. They. de- 
murred again, and at length refolved to car- 
ry us to Conftantinople, and proceed.againft 
us by way.of juftice, not doubting to make 
good prize of us, on account of our being 
Chriflians. Thus was our journey to Venice 
interrupted for fome time. by. this. accident. 


When we came to the port, Monfieur. Go-. 


dart got leave to fend our cafe to. Monfieur 
Sal aaii, the French refident ; who found 
means to reprefent to the Sultanefs’s mother, 
that there was a flranger in, chains, who 
pretended to be the perfon who had faved 
her. life, when fhe was at Grand Cairo, and 
would give her proofs of it, if he could be 
admitted to her highness’s prefence, I would 


not fend the ring the e gave me, for fear of. 


accidents. The Sultanefs gave orders imme- 
diately, I should be brought to her prefences 
faying, fhe. could eafily “know. the perfon, 
for all it.was fo long before. I put on the 
fame kind of drefs I was in when the firft 
faw me, which, if your Reverences remem- 
ber, was the travelling drefs of the Mezo- 
ranians. . When 1 was brought into her 
pretence, I fearce knew her, being advanced 
to a middle age and in the attire of the 


grand Sultanefs; fhe looked at me with a 
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great deal of emotion, and bid me approach 
nigher. J immediately fell on’my knees, 
and holding the ring in my hand “which 
fhe gave me at parting, as if I were making 
a prefent of it, Madam, faid I; behold a 
flave, who had the honour to fave your 
highnefs’s life, and now begs his own, and 
that of his companions; and moft humbly 
requefts your highnefs to accept of this jewel, 
asa token of our laft diftrefs, Inftead of 
anfwering me, which put me in great pain, 
as doubting whether I was right or not, fhe 
turned to her nigheft attendants, and faid 
in a pretty foft voice, "Tis he, I know him 
by his voice, as well as drefs :_and rifing off 
her feat, came and took the ring, Then 
looking attentively at it, Yes, fir, faid the, 
I own the ring, and bearer ; and acknow- 
ledge you to be the perfon who faved my 
life. For which reafon, I give you yours, 


-and all that belongs to you, forbidding all 
under pain of death, to give you the leaft 


trouble ; and withal ordered a very 
rich Turkifb robe, to be thrown over my 


fhoulders, asa fign of her favour, Imme- 


diate orders were fent to the port to fet 


_Monfieur Godart and all his crew at liber- 


ty; and to feaft us as particular friends of 
the Grand fultanefs. The company being 
difmiffed, fhe made a fign for me to ftay, 
having further bufinefs withme. When all 


‘were gone, but two of her chief favourite 


women, 
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women, fhe came to-me without, any cere- 
mony, and taking me in her arms, as,if I 
had been her brother, embraced me with 
a great deal of tendernefs ; her joy to fee 


‘me, making her lay afide her grandeur, and 


yield to the tranfports of undifguifed nature. 
She led me by the hand into a moft magni- 
ficent apartment ; faying, Come, Signior 
Gaudentio, for fo 1 think you are called; 
after you have refrefhed yourfelf, you fhall 
tell_me your adventures. She made no 


‘fcruple to fit down with me, being now 


not only miftrefs of herfelf, but of the 


‘whole Ottoman empire, as well as fure of 


her attendants. We had a refrefhment.of 
all the rarities of the Eaft, with the richeft 
wines for me, though fhe drank none. her- 
felf. I long to hear your adventures, con- 
tinued fhe, of fo many years abfence. So 
Ttold her in thort, how I was carried by 
that flrange merchant into an unknown 
country; without telling her the way we 
went thither ; where I had married the re- 
gent’s daughter, She blufhed a little at that 
part, and fhewed the remains of all her for- 
mer beauty. But it put me in mind of my 
own indifcretion to touch on fuch a nice 
point. She paffed it off with a great deal of 
goodnefs, and, recovering myfelf, I conti- 
nued to acquaint her of the reafons of my 
return, as well as how I was taken by Ha- 


‘mets the firft time, which fhe had not been 


- 


I acquainted 
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acquainted with before; and laftly, how I 
met with the fame Humets again, killed 
him, and by that means came into that mif- 
forlune. I called it then a misfortune, faid 
I, but look upon it now to be one of my 
greatelt happineffes; fince by that occafion, 
I have the honour of feeing your highnefs in 
that dignity of which you are the moft wor- 
thy of any one in all the Ottoman empire. 
She feemed to be in admiration at the courfe 
of my life; and added, I think, fignor, 
you faid you were married ; is your {poufe 
with you ? No, madam, faid I: alas! theis 
dead, and all my children, and I am going 
to retire, and lead a private life in my na- 
tive country. With thefe and other dif 
courfes we pafled the greateft part of the 
day, when fhe bid me go back to the fhip 
in publick, attended with all the marks of 
her high favours ; but the faid the would 
fend for me privately in the evening; for, 
added fhe, I have a thoufand other things 
to afk you. Accordingly I was introduced 
privately into the seraglio; which fhe, be- 
ing fultanefs regent, could eafily do... There 
fhe entirely laid afide her grandeur.. We 
talked all former paffages over again, with 
the freedem ‘of friends and old acquaint- 
ances, in our converfation, I found the was 
& woman of prodigious depth of judgment, 
as indeed her wading through fo many diffi- 
culties, attending the inconftancy of the 
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Ottoman court, particularly. the regency, 
evidently fhewed, I made bold to. afk. her, 
how fhe arrived at that dignity, though fhe 
was the only perfon in the world that de- 
ferved it; and took the liberty, to fay in a 
familiar way, that I believed. her highnefs 
was now fenfible of the fervice 1 did her, 
in refufing to comply with her former de- 
mands, fince the fates had referved her to 
be the greateft emprefs of the world, not 
the confort of a wandring flave. Had I not 
been entirely affured of her. goodnefs, 1 
fhould not have dared to have touched on that 
head. She blufhed with a little confufion 
at firft; but putting it off with a grave air, 
Grandeur, fays fhe, does not always make, 
people happy. Ten thoufand .cares attend 
a crown; but the indifference I have for all 
things, make mine fit eafier than it might 
have done otherwife, Tis true, continued 
fhe, that young people very feldom fee their 
own good, and oftentimes run into fuch er- 
rors, by. the violence of their paflions, as 
not only deprive them. of. greater bleflings, 
but. render their misfortunes irretrievable. 
Some time after you were.gone, my father 
the. grand. Baja was accufed by fome,un- 
derhand enemies, of male-adminiftration, a 
thing too. frequent in our court, and pri- 
vately.condemned to. be ftrangled. .But 
dhaving fome trufty friends at the Porte, he 
had notice of it, before the orders came : 
he immediately departed from Grand Cai- 
ro, 
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ro, and took a round-about way towards 
Confiantinople, to prevent, as the way is, 
the execution of them, He fent me before 
to prepare matters, and to intercede with 
the young fultan, my late deceafed lord, 
for his life, leaving word where I might 
Jet him know of the fuccefs of my inter- 
ceflion. I prefented myfelf before the fult 
tan with that modeft affurance, which my 
innocence, my youth, and grief for my fa- 
ther’s danger, gave mé. I fell down on my 
knees, and with a flood of tears; bege’d my 
father’s life. “The fultan looked at me with 
fome amazement, and, whatever it was he 
faw in my face, not only granted’ my ré 
queft, and confirmed my father in his fort 
mer poift; but made a profeffion of love to 
my perfon; and even continued it ‘with 
more conftancy, than I thought a Grand fuls 
tan capable of, having fo many exquifite 
beauties to divert him, as they generally 
have. Iconfented, to fave my father’s life; 
and whether the indifferency I had for all 
men, made him more eager, I can’t tell ; 
but I found I was the chief in his favour, 
He had fome other miftrefles' now and then, 
of whom he was very fond, But’ never 
teazing him, ‘nor fretting myfelf about’ it, 
Feafily found I continued to have the folid 
part of his friendfhip; and bringing him the 
firft male child, the prefent emperor, I be- 
came the chief {nltanefs ; and by his death, 
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and the minority of my fon, am now re- 
gent; by which I am capable of rendering 
you all the fervice the Ottoman empire can 
perform: Which Tefteem one of the hap- 
pieft events of my life. I returned her the 
moft profound bow, and humble thanks a 
heart full of the moft lively fenfe of grati- 
tude could profefs. She offered me the firft 
pott of the Ottoman empire, if I would but 
become a mufulman, or only fo in appea~ 
tance; Or if, faid fhe, you had rather be 
nigh me, you fhall be the chief officer of my 
houfhold, I have had .affurance, enough, 
added fhe, that neither your inclinations, 
nor principles can be forced ; neither will I 
Endeavour to do it, but leave you as much at 
your liberty, as your generous mafter did, 
when he bought yeu: ‘of Hamets. 1 ex- 
prefled all the grateful acknowledgments 
poffible, for fo generous an offer; but af- 
fured her with an air that even expreffed for- 
tow for the refufal, that I lay under religi- 
ous obligations, which bound me indifpen- 
fably to return into my own country, She 
was become now as much miftrefs of her 
inclinations, as ihe had acquired prudence 

and experience by the long command fhe 
had over her hufband’s heart, and the whole 
Ottoman empire. So after a month's ftay 
fhe let me go, with all the marks of honour 
her dignity would fuffer her to exprefs, She 
would have punifhed the perfons that took 
us, 
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but I interceded for them. Monfieur Go- 
darf, who was well rewarded for the lofs of 
his time and confinement, can teftify. the 
truth of this hiftory. The laft words fhe 
faid to me, were, to bid.me remember, 
that a Turk and a woman were capable of 
generous gratitude and honour, as well as 
Chriftians. So we fet fail for Venice. 

[ Secretary. Here one of the inquifitors 
- came in with a gold medal in his hand, 
and turning to the examinant, faid, Sig- 
not Gaudentio, I believe you have found 
a relation in Italy, as well as in Africa, 
and one of the fame nation with your 
mother. ’Tis the Perfian lady you 
brought with you, whom we fecured the 
fame time we did you; but would not 
- Jet you know it, till we could procure 
intelligence from Venice, and a perfon 
who could fpeak the Perfian language. 
We own we find her in the fame ftory 
with you, and nothing material againft 
you from Venice. Upon the examining 
her effects, we found this medal of the 
fame make with yours by which you 
knew who your mother was. She fays 
it was about her neck, when fhe was fold 
tothe Perfan merchant. But fince we 

fhall give you both your liberties in a 

fhort time, fhe fhall be brought unto 

you, and we give you leave to fay what 
you will to her, with the interpreter by. 

Upon this the lady was introduced, with 

T 4 her 
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her maid and the interpreter.’ As foon 
vas fhe {aw our examinant in good health, 
and: feemingly at liberty, a joyful’ fere- 
nity fpread itfelf over her countenance, 
fuch as -we had not ‘feen before. Our 
examinant afked her, to be pleafed to 
give an account of her life, as far as fhe 
thought proper, and how fhe came by 
that medal. | 


‘Lady. ANT know of myfelf, faid the, is, 


that the noble Curd, who bought me of 
a, Perfian merchant for a companion for 
his only daughter, about my own age, 
“whom he thought I refembled very 
much, often declared to me, that: the 
merchant bought me of a: Turki/b wo- 
man, who left that medal about my 
neck, fuppofing it to be fome charm or 
prefervative againft. diftempers, or be- 
caufe a fitter of mine had the fame faft- 
ened about her neck, witha gold chain, 
which could not-be taken::off without 
breaking ; but who, or where the fifter 
was, I never knew. « The:noble Cur- 
difh lord; wha bought me, grew pro- 
digious fond of me, and bred me up as 
another daughter ; and not only. fo, : but 
- having an only. fon, »fomething older 
than myfelf, he connived at a growing 
love he perceived between his fonandmy- 
felf ; which after: fome. difficulties.con 
both fides, at length came to a matri- 
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wages; though it coft my generous’ bene- 


factor and father-in-law. his life, “For 
another young lord of Curdiftan, fall- 
ing in love with me, often challenged 
prince Cadi (that was my dear hufband’s 
name) to decide their pretenfions by the 
{word, which I had always forbid him 
to do; faying, that man fhould néver 
be my hufband who expofed my repu- 
tation by a duel ; fince the world would 
never believe, that any man would ex- 
pofe his life for. a woman; unle{s there 
had-been fome encouragement given on 
both: fides ; whereas I never gave the 
leaft to any but prince Cali, However, 
the other met him one day, and attatked 
him fo furioufly, that prince Cali was 
forced to kill him in his own defence, 
making a thoufand proteftations, that 
he had almoft fuffered himéfelf to be 
killed, rather than. to difebey my or- 
ders, But the father of the prince who 
was flain, with a company of affaftins, 
laid an ambufcade for prince Cal? and 
his father, in which this latter was ’kil- 
led, and moft of his train, « But by the 
valour of his fon, and two of his com- 
panions, the chief affaffins were ‘laid 
dead on the fpot, and the reft put’to 
flight. But prince Cali, after the death 


of his father, fearing further’ treachery 


of that nature; prefently after we were 
| married, 
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married, removed to another part of the 
kindom, from whence being fenton a 
commiffion by his king, he was inhu- 
manly murdered by the barbarous Ha- 
mets. This isthe fum of my unfortu- 
nate life, till I had the good fortune to 
fave yours. 

Secretary. We permitted the nephew and 
the aunt (for fo they were found to be 
by the medal) to embrace one onother ; 
Signor Gaudentio afluring her, that by 
all appearance he was the fon of her fil- 
ter and the mother’s fifter that was loft, 
and both of them preferved to fave each 
other’s life. ‘The lady then declared, 
fhe would turn Chriftian, fince her mif- 
fortunes were come to that period ; and 
that fhe was refolved to leave the world, 
and retire into fome of our monafteries. 
We put her among the nuns of our or- 
der, where thé promifes to be a fignal 
example of virtue and piety. ‘The in- 
quifitors ordered the examinant to give 
them the remaining part of his life, 
which, in all appearance, if they found 
his ftory to agree with their informati- 
ons, might purchafe him his liberty, 
Upon which Gaudentio proceeded as fol- 
lows. ] , 

I was telling your Reverences, that at 

jength we fet fail from the Porte, and fteered 

our courfe directly for Venice, where we 


happily 
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happily arrived without any confiderable ac- 
cident, the 10th of December, 1712, I 
don’t queftion but your Reverences are al- 
ready informed, that fuch perfons did ar- 
rive at Venice about that time ; Monfieur 
Godart is well known to feveral merchants, 
and fome of the fenators of that famous ci- 
ty, whom he informed of what he faw with 
his own eyes, But there were fome parti- 
cular paffages, unknown to your Reverences, 
wherein I had like to have made fhipwreck 
of my life, after fo many dangers; as I did 
here of my liberty ; though I don’t com- 
plain, but only reprefent my hard fortune 
to your Reverences confideration. Tt hap- 
pened to be the carnival time during our {tay 
at Venice. Curiofity led me, as well as a 
great many other ftrangers of the firtt rank, 
to fee the nature of it, | put on my Me. 
zoranian habit, {pangled with funs of gold, 
and the fillet-crown on my head, adorned 
with feveral jewels of very great value, which 
I believe was the moft remarkable and mag- 
nificent drefs of any there. I went un- 
mafqued, being affured my face and perfon 
were unknown to all that world, Every one’s 
eyes were upon me, Several of the mafque- 
traders came up to me, and talked to me, 
particularly the ladies, They {poke to me 
in feveral languages, as Latin, Freneh, Ita- 
/ian, Spanifh, High-Dutch, &c,. 1 an. 
dwered them all in. the Mezoranian \an- 

guage, 
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guage, which feemed as ftrange,to them, as 
my drefs, Some of them {poke to “me in 
- the Turkifé and Perfien \anguage, in Lin- 
gua Franca, and fome in an Indian \an~ 
guage I really did not underftand. I anfwer- 
ed them {till in the Mezoranian, of which 
no body knew one word. ‘T'wo ladies par- 
ticularly, very richly dreffed, followed me 
wherever I went. The one, as it proved 
afterwards, was Favilla, the celebrated 
courtefan, in the richeft drefs of all the com- 
pany; the other was the lady who was with 
me when I was taken up, and who was the 
occafion of my fettling at Bologna; I mean 
the true occafion, for I will conceal nothing 
from your Reverences. Notwithftanding 
their diligence, 1 got away unknown at that 
time. The next time I came, I appeared 
in the fame drefs, but with richer jewels; I 
had more eyes upon me now, than before. 
The Courtefan purfued me again in-a dif- 
ferent, but richer drefs than ‘the former. 
At length fhe got me by myfelf, and pulling 
off her mafque, fhewed me a wonderful 
pretty face, only there was too fierce an af- 
furance init. She cried in Italian, O Sig- 
nor, you are not fo ignorant of our language, 
as you would feem to be! you can fpeak Ita~ 
tianand French too: though we don’t know 
who you ate, we have learnt you are a man 
of honour. If you would not underftand 
eur words, you may underftand a face, 
ete which 
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w oi a very. great perfonages have been glad 
to look. at; and with that on put one of 
the. moft enfnaring airs | ever faw. _ I don’t 
doubt. but your. Reverences have heard of 
that famous Courtefan, and how the greateft 
man in Venice was once her flave. I was 
juft going to anfwer her, when the other 
lady came up, and pulling off her mafk al- 
fo, faid almoft the fame things, but with a 
modefty more graceful than her beauty, 
which was moft exquifite, and the likeft 
the incomparable Lfyphena 1 ever faw,..1 
made them both a moft refpectful bow, and 
told them, that it had been much fafer for, 
me;. if I had kept mylfelf full unknown,. 

and never: feen. fuch aanberhiis charms, 1. 
pronounced thefe words with an. air, that 
thewed, that I was more pleafed with the 
modefty of the laft lady, than the com- 
manding affurance of the frft.. The Cour-, 
tefan, though a little nettled at the preference 
fhe thought I gave the other, put ona more. 
ferious air, and faid, fhe had been inform- 
ed, there was fomething very extraordinary 
in my character, and fhould be glad to hear 
more of it by herfelf;° that her name was. 
Favilla, and that the lived in fach a {treet, 
where I fhould find her houfe re: narkable 
enough...'The Bolognian lady, whom your 
Reverences knew, very. well, and who was 
then at Venice on account OF the death of 
her uncle, one of the fenators, who had 
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. left herall his effects, faid srandia fi: if where 
I favour her witha vifit, asthe had been in- 
formed that I was a learned man and a’vir- 
tuofo, being inclined that way herfelf, the 
fhould be glad of an hour’s converfation 
with me on that fubjeét, telling me her 
name and where fhe lived; adding, if I 
would inform myfelf of her character, I 
need not be afhamed of her acquaintance ; 
Nor, I hope, of mine, Madam, fays the 
other, thinking fhe had been reflected on 
by that word. It was Monfieur Godart, who, 
with a levity. peculiar to his nation, . had 
made the difcovery who I was, though he 
knew nothing of me but what pafied fince 
I came from Grand Cairo. I was going to 
reply: to the ladies, when company came 
up, and broke off the difcourfe ; I was re- 
folved to fee neither of them, and would go 
no more. to the jolt nt though almoit un- 
avoidably I faw both after sila IT enquir- 
ed into Favilla’s character, though | fcarce 
doubted of it by what I faw and heard, and 
was informed that fhe was an imperious 
courtefan, who had enflaved feveral perfons 
of the firft rank, of different nations, and 
enriched herfelf by their {poils; | thisydeter- 
mined me not to fee her: but, as Monfieur 
Godart and myfelf were walking to fee the 
town, he brought me “iene “he waned 
or accidentally, by Ber ¢ dd fhebwas 
ting at the window of cne oi + 
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nificent palaces in Venice (fuch fpoils had 


fhe reaped from her bewitched lovers.) AS - 


foon as fhe efpied me, the fent a fervant to 
tell me, that that lady would {peak with 
me ;» I made fome difficulty, but Mon- 
fieur Godart told me, a man of honour 
could not refufe fuch a favour as that; fo I 
went in, and Monfieur Godert ‘with me. 
The lady received me with a moft charm- 
ing agreeable air, much different from her 


. former affurance, ‘and conducted me into 


a moft magnificent apartment, leaving Mon- 
fieur Godart entertaining a very pretty lady, 
her companion. Not to detain your Reve- 
fences too long, when I would not under. 
ftand what fhe meant, fhe offered me mar- 
riage, with the inheritance of all her effects ; 
I was put to the lat nonplus. I affured her 
with a moft profound bow, that though I 
was not worthy of {uch a happinefs, I had 
an indifpenfable obligation never to marty, 
All the blood Immediately came into her 
face: I did not know what the was going 
to do, but finding her in that diforder, I 
made another bow, faying, T would confi- 
der further on her propofal ; and walked di- 
rectly “out of the houfe, defigning to leave 
Venice as foon as my affairs would’ give 
mevleave. « Some time after Monfieur Go« 


dart came tome, and told me, he'was for- 


ced to do asI did; that the lady was in fuch 
an outrageous fury he did not’ know what 
might 
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might be the confequence. Three nights 
after, as Monfieur Godart and a young kinf- 
man of his, and myfelf, were going to- 
wards the Rialto, in Mac duik of the even- 
ing, four ruffians attacked us unawares; two 
of them fet upon me, the other two at- 
tacked Monfieur Godart and his kinfman ; 
the poor young gentleman was run through 
the body the firft puth ; 1 made fhift to dif- 
able one of my adverfaries, but in doing it, 
the other run me thro’ the ribs, but the {word 
took only part of my body, and mifling my 
entrails, the point went out on the fide of 
my back. Montieur Godart,; who, to give 
him his due, behaved with a great deal of 
courage and bravery, had killed one of his 
men, and wounded the other ; and the ruf- 
fans, feeing us now two to two, thought 
ft to march off as well as they could. I 
was forced to be led to my lodging, not 
doubting but the wound was mortal, though 
it proved otherwile. The affair made a 
great noife about town: we very rationally 
fuppofed it was Favilla, who had fet the af- 
faflins on; but we knew her to be fo pow- 
erful with the fenators, that there was no 
hopes of juftice. While I was. recovering, 
I was told there was a lady with two wait- 
ing women, defired to fee me on very earn- 
eft bufinefs, if it would not be incommodi- 
- ous to me. (Monfieur Godart would not 
ftir from my bed-fide, for fear of accidents.) 
Who fhould this be but Favz/la, who came 
z a 
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all in mourning for my misfortune 5. 4 pre 
tended to be a dying man, and took the li. 
berty of telling her’ of her way of liv- 
ing, to what a difmal pats her paffions 
had brought her; in fine, I faid fo much, 
and begg’d her, by all that was dear to her, 
to confider her ftate,. that, burfting into 
a flood of tears, fhe promifed me, if I died, 
fhe would become a penitent nun. I effea- 
ed fo much by letters afterwards, that, 
though I recovered, fhe performed her pro- 
mife, 

The Bolognian lady had heard of my mil 
fortune, and, by a goodnefs peculiar to the 
tender fex, particularly with regard to ftrang- 
ers, fhe fent often to know how I did, with 
prefents of the richeft cordials that could be 
got in Venice. Finding my ilnefs continu- 
ed longer than was expected, fhe fent me 
word, that, though it was not fo decent for 
her to make the firft vilit, fhe had heard fo 
much of my adventures, as very much raif- 
ed her curiofity to hear them from my own 
mouth, when I was capable of .converfation 
without doing me any prejudice, J had in- 
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formed myfelf of her charaGer from very 


good hands; fo that I wag very curious to 
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converfe with a perfon of thofe incompara= 
ble talents I heard the was miftrefs of, She 
was the only woman, next to L/ypbena, an& 
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came feveral times to fee me, infomuch that 
we contracted the moft virtuous friendthip, 
by our mutual incli pa to learning and 
the fympathy of -our tempers, that ever 
fubfifted: between dias perfons of different 
fexes, It was on’ her account Irefolved to 
fettle at sade and bay aie fome know- 
ledge in nature’and phyfi fick 1 took on me 
that character, to oe the ar: in her com- 
pany without {candal. We were neither of 
us inclined to marry. As fhe is one of the 
mot virtuous women living, and I am pretty 
much advanced in years, being both entirely 
mafters of ourfelves, we thought our innocent 
friendfhip could be offenfive tono one. What 
has paffed fince I came to thistown, I don’t 
doubt but a Reverences are apprized of. 

This is a true and ait account of my life 
hitherto ; ie ua is eee init I hope 
your Reverences will pardon, as I {ubmit it 


rv 
one to gett idgments 


Secretar) re s | had the honour to inform 
you warns we ‘enquired into all thefe 
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facts, whic h be faid L¥9 ened to him in 


the company 4 Monficur G dart, which 
finding to bé true, we judged the reft 
“might be fa; hate aikced him, if he 
would conduct fome of our miflionaries 

o that ftrange country he aencinet ; he 
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oi s he would; but not wv villing to truft 
him entirely, as not knowing what he 
‘ might do wit th them a, when he had them 
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in unknown countries, we thought fit to 
give him his liberty firft to go where he 
would, even out of J¢aly, with affu- 
rances, if heicame back of his own ac- 
cord, we would fend miffionaries along 
with him. He went to Venice and Ge- 
noa about his concerns, and is now come 
back, and with us, fo that we believe 
the Man to be really, what he profefies 
himfelf to be.] 
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